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'Report to the Reader

- By Carmen J. Viglucci

newspaper early in 1981 decided not only
o produce a special section to note the
International Year of the Disabled Person
but also o make 1t a conunuing weekly
series for the rest of the year.

We hnew the stories were out there-but
wondered 1f we would be able to find,
them. The importance of the subject
compelled us to the take the risk. [ use the

to the chore publicly in an editorial.

We wanted fo avoid plantudinous
storres Nothing maudlin, No tears. The
mental concept was that to be disabled 1s
not te be unable. We wanted to show the
capabihties, the contributions and the will
to suceeed of those described as disabled.

tor the ~o called able bodied.

We abo wanted to show the dedication

with disabled persons — the rehabilitation
centery. the hospuals. the chinics. the
Svartous foundations. the group homes and
especially the volunteers. We wanted-1o
~how what the Church s doing. or not
Jomg — not only here but in other
dioceses We wanted to focus on such

We began with a special sectuion, “These
Are the People.” in our March 4 issue and
our pledge to continue with a story a week
Aor the remaining 43~issues of the year was
casy to keep We far exceeded that goal
with multiple accounts 1n many issues.

W hat began as one simple file folder.
“utied “Disabled.” ended up 16 folders. six
inches thick with clippings.

Of course. we were not alone in the
project: indeed 1t was the United Nauons
who declared the special consideration as a
1981 theme

We also had leadership from that

word rish because we committed the paper

W ¢ aleo wanted 1o package the insprration

ot the mamy people and agencies who work

problems as accessibility. parking. atutude.

1t was with a bit of trepidation that this .

whxrlwmd of activity, Pope John Paul 11,
who himself felt the pangs of disability

_temporarily during the year. We printed

severa] of his remarks on the subject
during the year.

Our own Bishop Matthew H. Clark
helped us launch the project with a Page |

*article in which he declared: “The Catholic

Church must be-a visible Ieader in this
ministry. just as Jesus was visible as he
walked this earth curing the lame, the deaf,
the blind and all persons who needed to be
healed.™

And the U.S. bishops also spoke

collectively on the subject. stating, “In a

spirit of humble candor. we must -
acknowledge that at times we have
responded to the needs of some of qur
handicapped people only after cir-
cumstances or public opinion have com-
pelled us 10 do so. By every means
possible. therefore. the Church must -
u)nnnue to eéxpand its healing ministry

Many diocesans. most notably William
Privett of Catholic Chanties. encouraged
and assisted in the project. If it was labor
at all, 1t became one of love. The entire
editorial staff took part — John Dash.-
news editor: Terrance J. Brennan, photog:
rapher: Joan Smith, RapAround editor:

-Michael Groden, Martin Toombs.

Columnists Sister Nancy Burkin and Sarah

_Child joined the effort.

We all benefited because we learned.

We learned that accessibility 1S more
than a problem with buildings. buses,
stairways. It also is how 1o get 1o the bus
stop in the first place. particularly in our
wintry climate. For instance. we mentioned
the plight of a quadriplegic. willing and
able to work. trying to maneuver his
wheelchair through the snow to a bus stop.
Thus. the necessity of rehabilitation
centers. including customized cars. was
pointed up.

1981... AND SO-CALLED DISABLED PERSON

The Courier-.lourhal series focusing on the disabled began with a special section on
March 4 (held by Carmen J. Viglucei, editor). The Courier continued weekly
coverage for the next 43 issues.

flicted with spina bifida since birth. who
not only holds down a position at Kodak.
but also coaches the Rochester Rookies in
track, field and swimming.

We learned. about Jean Haney. blind,
single 'and white. who has adopted little.

dark-skinned Kendra from India. A photo -

caught the obvious love shared by mother
and daughter.

We learned that if courage is indeed
grace under pressure. as Hemingway said.
then we live among a great many genuine
heroes and heroines who disregard what
others may regard as unkind tricks of fate.

We learned the amazing extent to which

human beings will go 1o avoid dependency -

on others.

- We learned that our readers were more

than just interested. Many offered
suggestions, not only for stories but for
attitude. When we offered free artwork of
the Sacred Heart of jesus to disabled
persons, the supply of 200 was qunckly
exhausted.

And as we come o the conclusion of the
Year of the Disabled Person and our
special series. we learned something else —

—we had barely scraiched the surface. As

the problems of the disabled do not end on
Dec. 31: neither will the Courier-Journal
coverage. We will contiue 10 scek and
report on the disabled and their axslsung
brothers and sisters.

And. as always. we will appreciale ¢
readers commems
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" We learned about JoAnn Keyser. af-

Work Sought for Youths_

Horseheads — The Youth match people with jobs to be

Employment Service (YES) of performed - with _ youths

he Youth B = looking for work. YES ser-
the Youth Bureau 18 (ryng (0 yiceq the Elmira and Big Flats

areas and says it has “good.
reliable™  young workers
available. Anyone- interested

should call 739-3517.
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