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By FATHER THOMAS McMANUS was a strong disciplinarian of recalcitrant. clergy, . . Coi
- “He gave orders to kings and rulers as though - even bmhops , , |
he were lord of the world. To good bishops and h '
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Churches. She has earned this right through
Blessed Peter, the Chief of the Apostles, who
earned his right of primacy over the Church
from the mouth of the Lord.”

-. gentle and modest. To evildoers he was terrible
and stern. It is rightly said that in him God
raised up a second Elias.”

St. Nicholas the Great (pope from 853 to 867)
was the greatest pontiff between Gregory the
Great and Hildebrand. He is the last of the popes
accorded the title “the Great.” Details of his early
life are uncertain. He rose to the papacy at a criti- '
cal moment in the affairs of the West.

Nicholas’ reign coincided with the Photian
schism, one of the long series of painful breaches
between Rome and Constantinople. Both Nicholas
and Photius were. brilliant and holy men. After a
complex dispute involving corrupt episcopal elec-
tions, civil politics, and mission policies, Photius
was excommunicated. A council was-summoned at
Constantinople which confirmed the authority of
the Bishop of Rome over the whole Church. The
peace lasted long enough for Nicholas to die and
Photms to return to power.

The strong hand of Charlemagne no lenger con-
trolled Frankish affairs. His empire’ was breaking
up and the mdependence of the papacy could be .
asserted again. -

-“We beg you, do not make any claim to the
privileges of God’s Church, for that Church does
nothing to the prejudice of your dominion . ..
Do not usurp the things that are her own. Do not
seek to take from her the things that have been
entrusted to her alone.” (Letter to the Emperor
Michael)

When he died in 867, Nicholas was remembered
as “patient and temperate, humble and chaste,
beautiful in.face and graceful body. His speech was
both learned and modest, illustrious though he was
by great deeds. He was devoted to penance and the
Holy Mystéries, the friend of widows and orphans,
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Nicholas had to intervene twice against kings on
behalf of the sanctity and freedom of marriage. He

T | Liturgy ....ooenne .

ys
Mentally Dlsahled

Chid ...cv0vveveennn Opinion_ ............

Classified ........... 15 Pope........... ... 13

Cuddy.......oovv.t. 15 RapAround ....... 10,11 8 7

Edl(oﬂa'.--o...&....- 14 S'F.mon essesveesen e 'S e 0 0 » IA‘)(‘II\ ‘)'I l)l\‘ll)l(l(l




