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Parish Council Milestone Recalled 
By John Dash 

Ten years ago tomorrow. 
Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
issued a directive that each 
parish in the diocese establish 
a parish council or update an 
already existing council. 

On Nov. 19. 1971. he told 
pastors that by Pentecost the 
following year he expected 
either the establishment of 
parish councils or the for­
mation of committees which 
would establish them. 

Last week Sister Jean 
Rodman said that 11 parishes 
do not have councils, either 
because of the structure of the 
parishes themselves or 
because the pastors will not 
permit them. 

Nevertheless, she said of 
the 160-odd councils which do 
exist, "There is no group 
where the future of the 
Church rests more hopefully." 

The past five years the 
Sister of ^>t. Joseph has been 
the "little part-time nun" in 
the diocesan program of 
helping councils achievi 
potential, a potential 
describes as taking 
sibility for shaping the ' 
ministry, spiritual 
temporal, of the parish. 

She is aided in her work by 
her volunteer partner. Father 
Louis J. Hohman. pastor of 
St. Vincent De Paul in 

: Churchvilje, where Sister Jean 
is also pastoral assistant. 

Last week she cited Father 
Hphman's simile of all 
parishioners being leaven and 
parish councils being loaf pans 
as especially apt to describe 
the mission of councils. 

Bishop Matthew H. Clark,. 
she said; describes t,ne mjssion 
as a" "partnership of seTvice 
with Jesus the Good 
Shepherd." 

Both descriptions, she said, 
designate responsibilities 
beyond what ten years ago 
was the dominant function of 
councils: to take care of parish 
maintenance and financial 
matters. 

She said last week that the 
growth of spiritual renewal 
groups such as charismatic 
renewal and Marriage En­
counter, have encouraged the 
laity to see the,spiritual side of 
the council's role. 

That point of shared 

responsibility for ministry was 
promulgated in the documents 
of the Second Vatican 
Council and stressed by 
Bishop Hogan in the 1971 
letter. 

For about five years, 
parishes had been establishing 
councils, so that by the time of 
the bishop's letter there were 
about 50 in operation. That 
figure was to double within 

j h e year. 

And also by the time of the 
bishop's letter, the question of J\ 
investing councils with real I 
power to make decisions on 
parish life "had become an 
issue among the presbyterate. 

The past decade of council 
development, she said, has not 
been without its problems. 

There remains a need in 
some places for a mechanism 
whereby newly seated council 
members can gain a sense of 
both what the council has 
done in its history, and of the 
responsibility that the diocese 
invests in them. 

Sister Jean lays some of the 
blame for that problem on 
"ministerials,r her word for 
parish staffers, both ordained 
and not. who, she said, "could 
t ake ' more seriously their 
responsibility to see to it that 
new members (of the parish 
council) are acquainted with 
what the diocese invests in 
them." 

1 The second problem is that 
councils occasionally lack a 
sen'se of direction and 
therefore spirit. "The first 
thing that could spark 
councils would be for clerics 
to" preach in season and out of' 
season that responsibility for 

Deadline 
The deadline for submitting 

news to the Courier-Journal is 

noon on Thursday preceding 
the following Wednesday's 
publication. 

: SISTER JEAN RODMAN 
the ministry of the parish is 
everyone's." 

in a progress report issued 
Feb. 28, 1975, Father 
Douglas Hoffman, then 
director of the Office of 
Pastoral Ministry, said: 

"At the present time, parish 
councils are emerging as the 
basic leadership grouping by 
which directions are set for 
the parish community as it 
seeks to carry out the mission 
of Christ in the local com­
munity." 

Sister Jean, his successor, 
said at the decade: 

"There is no group more 
committed and more 
frustrated than the parish 
council. There is no group 
where the future of the 
Church rests more hopefully." 

YOU CAN BE SLIM 
in just a matter of weeks 

Rochester's Dieters are 
losing at the average 

3.7 lbs. a week. ' 
They are tfitly winning 

at the losing game. 
Call for a free consultation 
Talk to counselor* whocare. 

They can make you a winner too. 
NO HUMQDt • HO Pf«.»»CICAGID FOOD 

DIET 
CENTER 

BRIGHTON GATES 
2280 EAST AVE. 1320 BUFFALO RD. 

461-1138 328-3419 
NEW DOWNTOWN LOCATION^ 

45 Exchange St. M M „ _ . 

Tkr»»-SquOT Bktfl.Rna.731 ZaZ'ZBB 

Sheraton-Canandaigua Inn 
770 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
CANANDAIGUA, NEW YORK 14424 

716/394-7800 
104 Rooms 

Game Room — Gift Shop — Saunas 
Call us about Holiday Package Discount 

SKI PACKAGE 
New Large Royal Suite — Opens May 1982 
PENELOPES -On the Lake 
, Restaurant and Cocktail Lounge 

Serving Seven Days a Week 
Lunch and Dinner Specials 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 8-12 
Specializing In: 

BMSIMSS ftoHflioin Technical 
EtocatloMl - SfiMMrs 

Corporate 
Fraternal 

Whatever You Need ^ . 
Meeting and Banquet Rooms 

from 5, to 250 persons — 115 sleeping rooms 
Call Now or Information 

Hicks 
Home Heating Inc. 

HEATING-COOLING 

St Chartes Bommao _ 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

PretcrletioR SeecMMa 

Cosmetics—Toiletries 
Photo' Finishing 

2910 Dawsy Ave. MS-2210 

FEATURING: 

• Fresh Kaufman's Bread at 
Wholesale Prices 

•Thrift Bread at Tremendous 
Savings 

• Thrift Thomas English Muffins 
• Assorted Cookies: 2 Pkgs. 

for $1.00 
• 10% Discount on Charles Chips 

FUllUIE 
OF 

K W CR0W1 
BEVERAGES 

12 FULL 
QUARTS 

PER CASE 

Holiday THRIFT Specials • 
• Kaufman's Sliced Italian Bread 

3/*1.00 reg. 8&t/loaf 

• Rye and Pumpernickel 1-lb. Loaves 
2/85<t reg. 99c/ loaf 

• Bulky and Onion Rolls' 
2 Pkgs./99c. Save up to $1.35 

• Thomas English Muffins: 
Twin Pack M.19 reg. «2.15 

/ 

Bakery 
Q , 830 .Emerson Street 
&IIOD trear of Kaufman's Warehouse) 

r 254-8170 
Open M-F 9-5:30, Sat. 9-3:30 

November's 
attractions at: 

LONG RIDGE MALI 
Saturday, November 21, 9:30 A.M. 

FIREBIRDS DRUM 
AND BUGLE EXHIBITION 
Saturday, November 21 

9:45 A.M. 
SANTA Arrives 

BY , 
HELICOPTER 
with coloring books 
for all the kids 
SANTA HOURS: 
DAILY: 11:00a.m. to 4:30 
SUNDAY: 12:00 to 5:00 

FRIDAY thru SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 20 to 22 

RCA VideoDisc DISPLAY 
FEATURING 

Live demonstrations, "hands-on" exhibits. 
See film clips from movies and sporting 
events. 

IDNG RIDGE MALL 
f 

LONG POND ROAD AND RIDGE ROAD WEST 

Bktfl.Rna.731

