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One of the first signs that the Family Rosary for Peace
was not a sacrosanct fixturejon any radio station's
schedule came after the death of Gordon Brown which
occurred in early 1979. He had owned two of the stations
in our network, WSAY, Rochester, and WNIA, Buffalo.
After his death they were quickly put up for sate.
Despite having been on the air for so many years, 1 was
still pretty much of an innojcent when it came to the
internal operations of a radio station. Thus 1 didn't become
concerned about the imminent sale of the stations until a
friend of mine in radio work hinted that, perhaps,,! should
look for another station to [carry our program in
Rochester. He said it was almost standard procedure for
new owners to try to create a new image for their station,
to change the format and to give close and critical scrutiny
to both personnel and existing programs. A religious
program like mine, sitting astride the prime evening hours,
nightly (7 to 7:30 p.m.) was decidedly vulnerable and
expendable.
Irememberthis coming as somewhat of a shock, like
hearing your favorite bank might possibly go under. But I.
decided to give the matter very serious consideration. It
gave me, chills to think of the possibility that we might be
asked to leave WSAY anq have no station to go .to.
Providentially, that Spring, another Rochester station,
WWW.G, changed its format to religious-ethnic. I decided
to look into the possibility of transferring our program to
that station. Its general manager indicated that he would
welcome The Family Rosary Hour but that 7 to 7:30 p.m.
was already taken. This was another shock. After 29 years
at that hour, it seemed almost like a betrayal of our
listening audience to ask them to change to 6:30-7 p.m.
But I had no choice. We signed a year's contract and, as I
wanted to give WSAY sufficient notice, we settled on July
16 as the starting date, Fjeast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
Bishop Clark graciously consented to participate in our
first program on the new! station.
Subsequent events, of |c6urse* as most of you are well
aware, bore out the accuracy of the predictions made to
me by friends in the radio industry. It is a matter of record
that the new owners of WSAY did what all new owners
do; change the image, change theformatand clean house.
Bur well before the new owners of WSAY took over,
another station in our network unexpectedly changed
hands, WCLI-FM Corning. While still waiting that July'
to transfer to 3WG. I received a letter from the general
manager of WCLI-FMJstating that the new owners
planned to create a new image for the station, change the
format, and that our program did not fit in. I was given
until August to leave.
I should have foreseen this because the previous
February, when our coptract with that station had come
up forrenewal,1 was informed the contract would not be
renewed on a yearly basis but on a month-to-month basis.
Wordsworth, artist in-resid-
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But, as I have already said, so inexperienced was I in these
matters that this latest development didn't particularly faze
me; until that letter came with the terminating date arid I
was faced with the need to find another outlet for our
program in the Southern Tier. This presented a much
greater challenge. I had no staff, no agents, no
representatives in the Elmira, area, no list even of the
stations operating there. I finally decided to call Father
Bart O'Brien at Horseheads and ask for his help. He kindly
referred me to a young lady in his parish, a recent
graduate of Cornell University, who had doneradiowork
in Ithaca. She agreed to contact the stations in the area
and get back to me.
Waiting for the phone to ring is like waiting for a pot to
boil. You grab the phone on the first ring but it usually
turns out to be someone who hasn't called.in years,
wondering how the family is.
This is meant as no reflection on the young lady. She
herself was experiencing the same problem in Elmira. She
contacted many stations. In some cases she got a negative
answerrightoff. In others, they said they*would let her
know. In still others, it took days and days just to be able
to speak to the general manager. 1 have found out now
that in all those cases, it is a waste of time to wait for an
answer. For if and when it does come, it is inevitably
negative.
The young lady was running out of stations and 1 out
of time. In desperation, 1 thought of calling a friend in
Rochester who was in radio work whom I shall simply call
John. He had access to a directory of stations; but most of
those he named over the phone had already been contacted without success. Then, again providentially, he
recalled that the previous weekend he had gone to Elmira
to take part a in gliderflyingand on the way had stopped
briefly in Watkins Glen and had parked.his car in front of
the office of'a radio station. He checked his directory.
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The Family Rosary
Network may be heard at
6:30 nightly over the
following stations:
WWWG, Rochester
(1500AM);
WXXY,
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WSFW, Seneca Falls (99FM
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found the name of the station — WXXY-FM — and put
in a phone call. The general, manager turned out to be a
Catholic, Joseph Frizzeri, a meinber of St. Mary's of the Lake parish, who had heard our program, thought well of
it and would be glad to take it on. |
What a sigh of relief I breathed! We were down to the ,
last business day of the last week before going off the air
in Corning.
,
That night I received a phone ca|l from the yourig lady
in Horseheads and she sounded distressed. She was making
her last, report. She had visited onefinalstation on her list
that afternoon arid had been turned down. "What station
was it?" I asked. "WXXY in Watkijns Glen," she replied.
Hardly able tg keep my exuberarice in bounds, I fairly
shouted into the phone: "Sis, I have news for you. While
someone on the ground floor was saying no to you,
someone higher up was accepting it. We will be on the air
on WXXY, Aug. 1. We won't be Off the air there a
nigfit ~
i.
. That evening, during my Holy Hour, 1 poured out my
heart in thanksgiving to Our Lord land Our Lady for this
last minute miracle. But a very unworthy thought crossed
my nrind. "Do you always have to put me through the
wringer first?" As usual, Our Lord! and Our Lady were
silent. Was it my imagination, my subconscious or a guilty
concience that made me recall: "So yotnhought the worst
was over. Wait till you retire. That's when things begin to
happen. That's when things begin to happen."
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Father Shamon will present an
inspiring series of talks on the Rgsary
each Sunday during October,
- over these radio stations.
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WSFW-SEMECA FALLS 1110
;
SUN. 12:45 p.m.

WGW4 - GEMEWt 1240
SUN. 6:00 p.m.

WCGB - CAMAHDAICUA 1550
SUN. 8:15 a.m.
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ALHART'S ELECTRIC
1t10 CULVER RD, Rochester

JL AGWAY SUPPLY
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ROOTP15, East Avon

482-8686
226-2413

MORAN'S DECORATING CENTER
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EastviewMall
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