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. Where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I in the mndst of them.”

These wordsl of this Sunday’s Gospel are particularly
important for us who are gathered here in the name of
Jesus Christ. And we are not only two or three, but a

" countries in the world. And we are gathered in prayer,
& for the recitation of the
Angelus. during which we
always mediate on the first and
fundamental mystery of Jesus
Christ: on the mystery of the
Incarnation of the Son of Gad
through. the work of the Holy
Spirit in the womb of the
Virgin of Nazareth, whose
name was Mary. Through this
prayer Christ is present among
us in a very special way.

e Yet I wish this assembly of
Ol to be evenarger. I wish us to unite in prayer with
those brothers and sisters of ours who are participating
today. under the guidance of the-Cardinal Secretary of
Siate. in the celebration in honour of St. Anthony of
Padua on the occasion of the 750th anniversary of his
death. My convalescent period after the long and
sertous iliness does not @liow me personally to take part
in-this joyful celebration as was originally planned in

fecl the need to unite in spirit with all the devotees.of
the Saint. who for so many centuries has continued to

iteracy Is Task of Church

“very numerous community. coming from several

~ of illiteracy and the urgency of its solution.

my schedule. So much more intensely, therefore. do F—_

call'to his tomb crowds of faithful.

The phenomenon that amazed his comemporanes 18 -
repeated: people flock from everywhere and crowd

traction. And what is the reason? The study of his life
convinces, us that the reason must be sought in the .
absolute fidelity with.which he proclaimed the Gospel '
and in the courageous consistency with which he -
strove to embody its teachings. : :

" The day after tomorrow, Sept. 8, the whole world
‘will observe the “Fifteenth International Literacy
Day.” intended to-make all men aware of the problem -

- Everyone knows that the Church in the course of
the centuries has made her great contribution in this
area. And even today, above all in mission countries,
while she proclaims the Gospel, she likewise fulfills this
valuable activity of human advancement by cultural
education, which always begins with knowing how to
read and write. The Church therefore considers herself
a . protagonist in this most noble commitment and
heartily encourages Christians and all men of good will-
to direct their efforts. toward this ebjective of human
and Christian solidarity. ’

*God has reconciled the world in Christ, and this
word of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.”

“Through this present meditation and our common
prayer, we wish to show our fidélity to this word of
reconciliation in the face of all the problems with *
which men and peorles of the whole earth are con-
fronted.

. the complete fulfiiment of the law is love.”

Despite all that divides the world and men, despite
all that seems to threaten the world and men more and
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Christianity
~And Arms

1 want to live as a good
Christian but how can | be
fully Christian if I go along
with even by silent consent
the arms race and the

production and- storage of .

nuclear weapons? In other
words, how can 1 go along
with the nuclear arms race? |
heard recently that the
Bishop of Seattle spoke of
refusing to pay taxes which
would support this. arms
race. Don’t you think that
we have to at least have
epough arms te deter the
LU.S.S.R. irom attacking us
or attacking Europe? Just
-where does a Christian draw
the line?

These were questions
-addressed 1o me by spmeone
who was asking for spiritual
guwdance | realize how
difficult answering  those
guestions really 1. [ think -
“thes Bishop of Seattle also
realized how difficule it
would be to urge people not
1o pay taxes. There are some
considerations.  however.
which | would like to share
with you.

It seems to me that n
some ways this 1s under, the
same heading as turming. the
other cheek. We “hear our

Lord say 1 and we accept it

in a way because He said it,
-but we don't really buy into
the idea in the sense of living
it. Some moral theologian
explained this situation by
saying that Christan
morality means the ac-
ceptance of all that is
lovingly possible in the
pursuit of the impossible
dream: | suppose that meansy
that we are reaching ouf
ever more fully to the
perfection of love -which is
embodied only in God.

Which would mean that
while we would be unable to .

literally wrn the other
sneek. we woukd be con-

sciously -leaning in the
direction of forgiveness and

‘retreat  from revenge. By

doing that  we, might
ultimately be able to turn
the other cheek.

In the question of the
nuclear arms race and the
need to defend ourseives, .
one could say that the
absolute ideal would- be to
refuse 10 make any kind of
armament so that the two-
thirds of the world which is
hungry could be fed. It
would be a kind of turning
the other cheek and leaving
oursejves totally vulnerable
to any enemy which wouid

-wish 1o attack us.

We should be urging our
government to come 1o an
agreement as quickly and-as
fully as possible. We should
strive for arms limitation

-and then for the elimination *
. of nuciear weapons entirely.

We might not reach that
goal in our time, but
eventually maybe the

- human race would. | think

that there is a singular lack
of trust in God and his
providence which is just as
much my problem as anyone
else’s.
pragmatic standpoint the
idea of the Russian people
garrisoning the world is
somewhat ridiculous. No
nation has ever accepted
communism willingly while
the government and the
Church were not oppressive.

Poland is a marvelous .

example of this. Maybe we-
put too much store in the
idea of Russia taking over

2

the world. Maybe -we take

1o little stock of God's love_
and providence. In the

meantime | think we are

called’ as Christians -to

embrace ‘whatever is

lovingly possible in ‘the

reduction of armement and:

seek the :mpossibﬁdncmof
turning every -sword into,’
Dlowshares.
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