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Letter From 
A Convert 

A .few years before 
Vatican II, I was an Air 
Force chaplain near 
Casablanca, Morocco. One 

•of the finest persons I ever 
instructed for the Faith was 
a young sergeant — 22 years 
old. curly tow-head, fair 
complexion, Teutonic, and 
thoroughly good. He came 
to the chapel. "I want to 
take instructions to be a 
Catholic." "Why?" "Because 
as 1 look around, the 
Catholic Church is the one 
that's been around from the 
beginning." I instructed him 

- thoroughly, and later had 
him instruct other QIs, 
including a huge Master 
Sergeant who was baptized 
at our Easter Vigil. After his : 
return to civilian life, he 
wrote me of his coming 
marriage: 

"Donna and I went to her 
instructions tonight and it 
isn't too difficult to see I will 
be marrying a Catholic 
bride. She is much less 
emotional about conversion 

- than I was, and as far as the 
opposite sex is concerned, 
this seems to be the rule. My-
brother and I both seem to 
have shared the same 
emotional experiences while 
my sister-in-law (all three of 
us are converts) had little if 
any emotional experiences. 

r 

"Anyway, she has asked 
enough questions to make it 
quite necessary for me to 
brush up on my catechism. 
Father Horan has been 
helping in this field by 
handing out his college 
theology texts for me to read 
in my spare time. We have 
been attending CAN A 
classes at the Newman Club 
and with but one notable 
exception the speakers have 
been interesting. The ex
ception was a priest who 
gave a very dry lecture. 

"One of the most difficult 
questions to answer (for me, 
at least) without stepping on 

someone's toes ^vas, "Why 
don't you both choose a 
third religion?' I don't really 
know how one could do this 
and remain a Christian, 
though the 'third religion' 
would undoubtedly be just 
another of the so many 
denominations. Well, I 
suppose I did step on" a -toe or" 
two but I tried to do .so as 
lightly as possible in that 
bumbling way of mine, and I 
believe I got my point 
across. People's attitudes 
towards Catholics amaze me 
sometimes, although I 
suppose that if I were to 
think back to my former 
days, some of my attitudes 
would amaze me, too. My 
brother, Don, a very devout 
Catholic now, laughingly 
told me about the fright he 
felt the first time he saw my 
rosary lying on my dresser. 
He said that he was afraid to 
touch it — .more a super
stitious fear than a holy one. 
Many of my 40 days leave 
were spent in his and his 
wife's living room — and he 
still has the bulk of the 
pamphlets I brought back 
with me from overseas. 
Donna has also become 
attached to some of them. 
My stock is dwindling. I 

would say that her in
structions are quite fruitful. 
Whenever there's a chance 
we say our rosary together 
after the instruction." 

Since Vatican II many 
Catholics have belied both 
the letter and the spirit of 
the famous decree on 
Ecumenism. Rather than 

proclaiming a vacuous 
indifferentism. Ecumenism 
specifies fidelity to the 
teachings of Christ handed 
down from the "beginning. It 
was this persistent insistence 
on fidelity to God's firm 
revelation which brought 
the great Cardinal John 
Henry Newman into" the 
Church in, 1845. That same 
Newman is * a perfect 
example of Christ's charity 
working in a great intellect 
and a great heart, in the 
s p i r i t of a u t h e n t i c 
ecumenism, which reads:-
"Nothing is so foreign to the 
spirit of ecumenism as a false 
conciliatory approach which 
harms the purity of Catholic 
doctrine and obscures, its 
assured genuine meaning." 

St Ambrose Seeks 
Area Craftsmen 
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Organizers of the first 
annual arts and crafts festival 
sponsored by the St. Ambrose 
Parish group. Mornings for 
Mothers and Others, are 
seeking craftsmen to display 
goods at the event slated for 
Friday, Nov. 27, in Dailey * 
Hall, 31 Empire Blvd. 

-The event is billed as a 
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Home Heating Inc. • f 

HEATING-COOLING • 
[424-4848 271-4650? 

Christmas Boutique. lit) 
terested persons have been3 
asked to call Mrs. Polly Pace/ 
288-8395; Mrs. JoAnn 
Mentus, 288-2692; or Mrs. 
Nancy Chesterton, 482-1195. 
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DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

ffi. 

Cosmetics—Toiletries ! 

Photo'Finishing 

H5-221I 

t i USED 1 t 
Best Ribs 

In the City. 
Honest. 

W e take lean, tender spare ribs, 
smoke 'em hour after hour in a 
specially designed hickory smoker, 
baste 'em over a charbroiler, rush 
'em sizzling-hot to your table. 

(Other ways to Heaven are our 
Veal Cutlet French or Charbroiled 
Western Steaks.} 

Ah, but the Ribs - the Ribs! Best 
in the City. Honest. 

Cant. Tony's E , 
379 WINTON RD. N. 482-8430 

(Corner Humboldt) 

Oriental Rugs 
Large selection now 

available in new & used 
oriental rugs 

EST. | 
1925 ARSEN SALICKIAN I 

106 East Avenue / 325-5351 
M a n - S J I 9 - J 3C Thurs t i l 9 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

SELECTED FUELS/J J . WALSH 
Serving the Rochester 

Area for 50 Years 

OIL — pAS 
Service and Installations 

24 Hr. Emergency Service 

454-6256 
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Open: 9:30-6:00 daily 
Saturday: 9:30-5:00 
Nights: Mon., Thurs., Fri. til 9:00 

"WHEN ITS FEELINGS THAT COUNT!" 

Fran and Mary Pierce invite you to LOGOS 

Second Anniversary Sale 
August 1 through 30 

• Books — Hardcover and Paperbacks • Gifts 
• Jewelry • Cards • Records and Tapes by many of 

your Favorite Artists • Posters by Scandecor 

THE STREET Of SHOfTES- 1600 R% &*!-««* (7(6)M3-S0SS 

Save Energy and $$$ 
Pre-Fall Furnace Service Special 

$29. 95 

D Clean heat 
\ Exchanger 

\ Li Clean all burners 

Tou HAVE A D Clean base 

I N H ^ T I M . . ol chimney 

n Clean pilot 
assembly 
and adjust flame 

D Check and adjust 
all controls 

D Oil motor 

FLUE DAMPER - Gorman 
dtsigrwd. Savt th« h«at that is 
lost through the chimney. 5 yr 
warranty (In stock now!) 

YOUR FRIENDS 
FOR OVER 

47 YEARS 

COMPLETE 
Combustion El 
ficiency CnecJi In 
eluded al No Ad

ditional Charge 
We can 

INCIUA.SC 
EFFKKKT 

1t% 10 2S%- and tnat 

D Check and ad
just thermostat 

• Check belts & 
filter 

D Clean smoke 
pip» 

OIL TO GAS 
CHAWEOVERS 

IMMEDIATE 
INSTALLATION 

BRANDT 
AIR CONDITIONING 
237 WINTON RD.N. 

288-4270 
.24 Hr. Emergency Service, 

Carrier 

Heating & Cooling 
Service & Installations 

Gas & Oil Furnace 
Central Air & Heat Pumps -

Electronic Air Cleaners 

JOHN BETLEM INC. 
CALL PAUL 

271-8888 
898 Clinton Ave. So. 

EDWIN SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Some people believe that the viewing of the dead human 
body as a part of the funeral is only morbid entertainment 
for curiosity seekers. Most people who feel this way are 
unaware of the healing value involved in the viewing — or 
perhaps they- are unusually uncomfortable in this 
situation. 

However, for the bereaved — who are often attempting 
to deny the death of their loved one — confronting the 
fact of death by viewing the body is most important. 
Denial is a natural reaction to the death of someone close 
to us — but if this denial is continued, it can be mentally 
damaging. The viewing of the body is an important step 
toward accepting the fact of death. 

There are no simple ways to work through the days and 
weeks after the death of a loved one. But there are steps 
that can be taken to help release grief-and emotion — and, 
through our years of experience, we are familiar with many 
of them. If we can answer questions for you, at any time, 
please call any member of our staff. 

SCHAUMAN FUNERAL 
2ioost.Paulst. u n a a c 342-3400 

WHITE HAVEN MEMORIAL PARK 

PRE-CONSTRUCTION 
P RE-NEED 

DISCOUNT PRICES 
NEW ORCHID COURT 
ATRIUM MAUSOLEUM 

PRE-COMPLETION DISCOUNTS 
SOON TO BE DISCONTINUED 

CALL, VISIT OR MAIL COUPON 
-WHITE HAVEN MEMORIAL PARK-
210 MARSH RD., PITTSFORD14534 

GENTLEMAN 
PLEASE LET ME HAVE PRICES, TERMS, AND AVAILABILITY 

OF THE NEW ORCHID COURT MAUSOLEUM. 
OF COURSE THERE IS NO OBLIGATION. 
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