
y*--*£ew«&^^.**3*'5i"iWZS5l&0w«$^^ «&*«* 

COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, July 22,1981 

Gerry works at sealing envelopes at the ARC center. Gerry checks the growth in his garden. 

Home Helps New Lives 
By John Dash * 

Penn Van —"Nearly every 
day Gerald Bishop dons his 
black beret decked out with 
medals, settles his silvered 
sunglasses on the bridge of his 
nose, picks up his lunch pail 
and leaves home for work. 

But what may seem an 
ordinary daily event in the 
lives of millions is really an 
extraordinary ac­
complishment. 

Gerry, as he is called, by his 
workmates and his 
housemates, lives in the 
former Hollowell House on 
Main Street here. Since May, 
the Hollowell House has been 
home to a number of folks, 
ranging in age from ,22 to 60, 
several of them from Newark 
Developmental Center, Gerry 
and the rest from the local 
community. All of the 
residents are learning to take 
an active part in the regular 
daily commerce, of the 
community. 

Gerry explains- his work 
duties include office main­
tenance, envelope stuffing and 
sealing and some artwork, all 
of which he does under the 

T?S 
Focus on Disabled 

egis of the county Association 
for Retarded Children (an 
unfortunate misnomer, for the 
center, in which Gerry works 
serves no children). Action is 
now being taken to change the 
name, Dave Milliman, 
director, said. 

At home, Gerry and his 
fellow residents are under the 
care of personnel from 
Catholic Charities which has 
contracted with the State of 
New York to provide those 
services that Gerry and others 
like him need. 

The chief of the Charities 
program is Dr. Jill Szawara, 
an experimental psychologist, 
who explained on the morning 
after completing her operating 
budget for next year that 
while Church staffers run the 
house, no Church monies are 
involved. All money comes, in 

A game of billiards ends off the day. 

a complex formula, through 
the state. 

The project tries to enable 
persons who have been in­
stitutionalized or sheltered 
because of their disabilities to 
take an active role in their 
neighborhoods. 

According to Karin Hilton, 
residence manager, the 
routine of the house is meant 
to involve all of the residents, 
to instill in them the sense that 
"this is their home.* 

"Most of the household 
chores," she said, "are done by 
the residents, from taking out 
the garbage to helping 
shopping." 

"And residents are welcome 
to stay as long as they fit into 
the range of activities of the 
house," Dr. Szawara said. She' 
explained that it happens that 
a resident may develop such 
skills as to leave the residence 
and live an independent life. 
Others, she said, may return 
to institutionalized living. 

Gerry is one of the 
founding members of the 
house, having arrived shortly 
after its opening in May, 
around the time that the local 
paper acknowledged the 
presence of the house in Penn 
Van with a banner headline 
"Welcome!" 

That touch from the press 
pleased Dr. Szawara no end. 
She acknowledged that 
establishing such houses in 
other communities has on 
occasion been done in an 
atmosphere of hostility and 
fear. 

But in Penn Yan, "we've 
had a very positive response 
from the community," she 
said. 

The. Penn Yan home is 
second of two operated by 
diocesan Charities; the other 
opened last year in Lyons.. 

The Hollowell House is a 
magnificent structure built 
nearly 100 years ago in the 
Victorian Queen Anne style. 
It has been remodeled to suit 
the needs of the group it 
houses, but many of the 
features which distinguish it 
have remained. Throughout 
the house oak and cherry 
woodwork dominates the 
walls and an enormous 
stained glass window floods 
the main stairway with rose 
and gold light. 

Dr. Szawara is proud of the 
building and constantly points 
out to visitors the detailing on 
such seemingly insignificant 
structures as doorknobs and 
hinges. 

The house was opened for 
public inspection as a featured 
building in the Yates County 
Homes Tour earlier this 
month. 

memoriamatioto 
The memories you have are something you'll 

always treasure. But with each generation, 
the gap with the past widens and the story of 

a whole lifetime can be lost forever. 
The National Heritage Foundation, 

established to preserve 
our American heritage 

through literature, is now 
offering a family 

biography service to 
record your irreplaceable 

memories of parents, 
grandparents, a spouse or 
other close relative. Each 

history is carefully 
A ^^^gn researched by a skilled 

biographer to tell the individual's life story. 
Beautifully written and artistically 

reproduced, the biography is a unique tribute 
to a life that was important to you. It's a 

keepsake that will grow more valuable with 
time, providing your family with a deeper 

sense of its own heritage. 
The Family Biography was developed for 
families like yours and we are pleased to 
make it available to our community. For 

more information, feel free to call us. 

Please contact me about a biography 
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Schauman Funeral Home Inc., 
! 2 1 0 0 St Paul Street, Rochester, N.Y. 14621 I 
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Phone (716) 342-3400 
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COME TO OUR 
ANNUAL 

ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH 
Corner of Hudson and Norton 

Plenty of Parking Available Near Grounds 

FRIDAY • SATURDAY • SUNDAY 

AUGUST 7,8,9 
POLISH SIT - DOWN DINNERS 

SERVED FRIDAY 
And Saturday from 6 p.m., Sunday from 1 p.m. 

FQaturing: 
Golemlci "Stuffed Cabbage". Plerogl. Polish SaUSaflB & SaiieHtraUt | 

Also Serving Hots, Hamburgers, Italian 
Sausage. Peppers, Assorted Beverages 
HOME-MADE BAKED GOODS • 
• CHILDREN'S ATTRACTIONS • 

LIVE POLISH MUSIC 
Jack Jarosinskis Polka Band 

Sunday Afternoon Free Dance Performances 
' By a Junior Polish Dance Group 

St. Stanislaus Church 
Corner of Hudson & Norton 


