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Insights 
In Liturgy 

By Sister Nancy Burkin, SSJ 

Frequent 
Complaints 

Two of the most frequent 
complaints I hear as I work 
with liturgical ministers are 
these:. "Why should I at
tempt' to have eye contact 
with the assembly; they are 
buried in the missalette!" 
and "The people just won't 
sing." 

If I were able to give an 
easy solution to these two 
problems I would do myself 
out of a job. There is no easy 
solution to these and other 
difficulties we face when we 
stand with the people of God, 
and attempt to lead thenrin 

sung prayer or gather them 
around the Word. 

However, as a help 
toward solving the dilemmas 
expressed by the complaints, 
I offer these reflections.1 

We see that the subject of 
each is the gathered xom-
rtiunity. Perhaps it ought to 
be ourselves as ministers. 

At a liturgical conference 
I once attended, the speaker 
said, "We are here to-learn 
what the people^ already 
know." Maybe the -people 
are telling us that' our 

oclamation must be so life-
filled, so true to the message 
of God, so sincere that our 
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- people will be caught up in 
it. 

As lectors we give our life 
breath to the printed word 

. and it comes alive. Theword 
that is alive gathers our 
people, permeates them arid 
catches them up in the 
experience of God 
proclaimed to them. 
Scripture is not proclaimed 
in our assemblies as a lesson 
to be learned — it is the 

_ proclamation of God in our 
lives. It is an actual ex
perience of God's presence 
w..h us now. It is the lector's 
bearing, presence and 
proclamation of the Word 
that allow this experience to 
happen. And when this 
experience happens, the 
missalette is forgotten. 

But there was another 
complaint — what about the 
singing? 

Perhaps one of the 
reasons our people refuse to 
sing is because we insist on 
telling them they can do it 
and yet we act as though 
they cannot. 

One of the best examples 
- of this is talcing time before 

Mass to rehearse short 
antiphons such as the 
responsorial psalm that the 
people will hear played on 
the accompanying in
strument and sung by the 
cantor or choir before they 
are asked to repeat it. This 
procedure does nothing to 
strengthen the people's 
confidence in their ability to 
sing short, simple antiphons 
without practice or copies of 
music and text. 

The presence of a cantor 
or song leader is a sign to the 
people that the prayer will 
be sung. As the people 
become accustomed to 
repeating antiphons of good 
musical quality: after the 
cantor or choir, their ability 
to be comfortable at prayer 
which is not rehearsed 
increases. They will not need 
copies in their hands, and 
will develop listening and 
memory abilities to such an 
extent that they will be 
amazed and proud of what 
they are able to do 
musically. 

Trant's Dedicated ^ 
Bishop Matthew H. Clark signs the guest registry at Trant's following dedication 
ceremonies, becoming the first to officially do so at the store's new location at 696 
South Ave., as Manager Albert G. Walz, right, and other guests look on. The store 
which deals in religious goods recently moved from its location on South Clinton 
Avenue because ot tiie city's planned renovations. This year marks the 70th for the . 
business in the Rochester area. 

Heating Bill 
Help Offered 

Action for a Better 
Community's Energy Crisis 
Intervention Program is 
taking applications for thpse 
seeking help in paying last 
Winter's heating bills. 

Caseworkers will be taking 
the applications from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to 
Wednesday, July 27 29, at 
700 North St. More in
formation is available from 
2623402. 
HELPING HANDS 

A new Federal ACTION 
program in Rochester, the 
Helping Hands Program, is 
seeking low income persons 
60 and over to work as senior 
companions to mentally 
disadvantaged older adults 
preparing to . live in ' the 
community. Persons in 
terested in the program are 
advised that a stipend of $2 an 
hour for 20 hours a week, 
with transportation, meal 
reimbursement, training and 
insurance are provided. 
Further information is 
available by calling Laura 
Zupparo, 473-3230, ext. 367. 

TRANT'S INC. 
WESTERN NEW YORK'S OLDEST 

AND 
LARGEST RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 

N O W I N F U L L S W I N G A T O U R 

NEW LOCATION 

696 SOUTH AVE. 
C o m e in and see for yourself why our 

new locat ion is evoking s u c h great 

en thus iasm and interest . 

At the Comer of Gregory Street 

N e w P h o n e N u m b e r 4 4 2 - 7 1 2 0 
O p e n Daily 9:00 a .m. to 5:30 p .m. 

(closed Saturdays during July and August) 

Best Ribs 
In the City. 

Honest. 
W e take lean tender, spare, ribs, 

smoke 'em hour after hour in a spe
cially designed hickory smoker, 
baste ' em over a char broiler, rush 
'em sizzling-hot to your table. 

(Other Ways t o Heaven are. our 
Veal Cutlet French or Gharbroiled 
Western Steaks) 

A h , but the Bibs, The Ribs! Best 
In the Ci ty . Honest. 

Capt. Tony's 
379 WINTON RD. N. 482-8430 

PIZZA A 
PASTA 
EMPORIUM 

(Conner Humbodlt) 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH SYMPATHETIC CARE AND ATTENTION 

\ -

ROCHESTER 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

1210-1218 Culver Road 
Rochester, NY 14609 

(716)482-6260 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 

109 West Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14611 

(716) 235-2000 

Crawford 
Funeral Home Inc. 

ft Kenneth and 
David P. Crawford 

495 N. Winton Road 
Rochester, NY 14610 

(716) 482-0400 

ROCHESTER 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

458-6200 

CHILI 

L e o M . Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

LeoM. Bean 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, NY 14624 
(716)235-4134 

GREECE 
Thurston Funeral Home 
2636 Ridgeway Avenue 

Greece, NY 14615 
(716)227-2700 
John L. Lioi 

William Pomeroy Cass II 

GREECE 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

VayandSchle ich 
Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 
2692Dewey Avenue 

Greece, NY 14616 
(716)663-5827 

HILTON 

Thomas E. Burger 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Thomas E. Burger, Pres. 
735 East Avenue 
Hilton, NY 14468 

(716)392-7100 

IRONDEQUOIT 

May Funeral Home 
(Formerly Miller Bros.) 

George L. May Jr. 
2793 Culver Rd. 

(716)467-7957 

Edward H. Dreler 
Funeral'Home 

Edward H. Dreier 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, NY 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

PENFIELD 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, NY14526 

(716)381-3900 
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