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Wednesday, July 1,1981 

Sister Maureen 
Finn, SSJ 

Viewpoint: Sisters Reflect 

Parish 
Social 
Ministry 

"No one in our city is 
hungry anymore. Everyone 
in need can get Food 
Stamps." This is a comment 
made to me by one of! our 
parishioners. 

The truth is there is 
hunger. Many of the people 
I meet are in need of food; 
many fall between the 
cracks of the federal 
bureaucracy. 

And there is not only 
hunger. Poverty takes many 
forms. Working with the 
poor, elderly, physically 
handicapped, jobless, those 
on welfare, those in 
inadequate h o u s i n g , 
homeless travelers, the 
emotionally disturbed 1— I 
come into direct contact 
with needs of many kinds. 

For several years, I have 
been engaged in Parish 
Social Ministry. This is a 
relatively new outreach 
effort, begun by ; the 
National Conference of 
Catholic Charities to 
decentralize services by 
placing within a parish a 
person who is more ac­
cessible to the needs of 
people. j 

The function of Parish 
Social Ministry depends on 
the unique character of a 
parish, in a small parish in 

the rural south, where the 
median income of the 
county is only half that of 
the median income for the 
rest of the United States, 
Parish Social Ministry deals 
to a large degree with the 
economically poor. 

Many people in our parish 
are not poor themselves, and 
so Parish Social Ministry 
also tries to inform—and 
educate people regarding 
poverty in our area, the 
needs of others, and how 
people can respond with 
their time, talents, and 
resources. 

Helping people see that 
action on behalf of justice 
and service to those in need 
are as integral to the life of a 
parish as are Sunday liturgy 
and Religious Education is 
the challenge of Parish 
Social Ministry. Our parish 
staff functions as a pastoral 
team to provide good 
pastoral care and concern 
for all members of pur 
church. Good worship and 
educational experiences lead 
us to want to reach out. The 
other ministries of our 
community have a direct 
connection with our social 
ministry efforts as people are 
enabled to care about others 
in our. city and beyond and 
to value the efforts we make 
to minister to the poor and 
needy. 

My ministry and that of 
other Sisters from the 
Rochester diocese who work 

in and around Selma, Ala., 
put us into a different social, 
economic and political 
reality and also into a dif­
ferent experience of Church. 

Perhaps the most obvious 
difference in the Catholic 
Church in the rural south is 
that we comprise less than 
two percent of the 
population. There are 
counties near us with no 
Catholic Church arid no 
resident priest or Sister. 
Some of our parishioners 
drive more than 30 miles to 
get to our church in Selma. 

Selma is most noted for 
being the center of the 1965 
Civil Rights Movement, the 
scene of a 50-mile march to 
Montgomery to press for 
voting rights for black 
Americans. The Catholic 
Church here continues to 
work toward greater respect 
for the dignity and rights of 
all peoples and the 
recognition of the gifts of all. 
The ministry of recon­
ciliation takes place in very 
concrete ways, as people of 
diverse racial, economic and 
religious backgrounds live 
and work together and come 
together in Christian 
community. 

Through Parish Social 
Ministry, the concerted 
effort of informed and 
interested people is bound to 
have a considerable impact 
on the lives of the needy! It 
should help alleviate, at least 
to some extent, the poverty 
that is a real part of our 
world. 

Sister Maureen Finn, 
SSJ, works in Parish Social 
Ministry as part of the 
pastoral team at Queen of 
Peace Church in Selma, Ala. 
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BUICK CENTURY 
"The Mini-limousine" ^ ^ 
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tinted Glass, Rear Window Defogger, 
Deluxe Wheelcovers, Steel-Belted White 
Walls, 6 Cyl., Power Steering, Power 
Brakes, and Much More. 
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New Haven, Conn. — New 
York State's Knights of 
Columbus contributed 
$1,949,148 to charities last 
year, a release from the 
national headquarters of the 
organization here has stated. 

Across North America and 
Mexico, members gave $29 
million and 9.2 million hours 

Jubilee Noted 
Father John Richardson, 

OFM, a native of Elmira, is 
celebrating the 25th an­
niversary of his ordination in 
West Haven, Ct., where he is 
chief of chaplain services at 
the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center. His sister, 
Sister Therese Richardson, 
RSM, is principal of St. 
Andrew's School in 
Rochester. 

State Tops in K of C Charity List 
survey answered by 75 
percent of the order's 8505 
units. 

service last in community 
year. 

The figures emerge from a 

Rosetto 
FRF ( OOKF F) 

FROZEN CHF.ESE R A V I O L I 

MAKES A ' ft 
LOW COST LUNCH 
OR DINNER 
Takes only minutes to make 
a delicious, fresher-tasting 
dinner. Costs you less 
because it comes precooked 
without sauce Use the 
coupon.'Save even more. 

Carrier 

Heating & Cooling 
Service {& Installations 

Gas & Oi l Furnace 
Central Air & Heat Pumps • 
Electronic Air Cleaners 

JOHN BETLEM INC. 
CALL PAUL 

271-8888 
898 Clinton Ave. So. 

ROSETTO 
COUPON 254 OFF 

the purchase price of a 30 oz. bag of frozen 
ROSETTO 

50 PRECOOKED 
CHEESE R A V I O L I 

Without Sauce 
SAVE MONEY, BUY A PACKAGE TODAY 
DEALER: Rosetto Foods will redeem this coupon at 10 
WHite Street, Rochester, N.Y. 14608 for 25s plus 7c han­
dling, provided coupon is taken in exchange for a package 
of frozen Rosetto precooked Cheese Ravioli, in ac­
cordance with terms of our agreement. Cash value 1/20th 
of a cent. This coupon void where taxed, prohibited or 
restricted by law. 

Expire* August 31.1 Ml 

12W FAIRPORT ROAD FAIRPORT ^ " ^ J l l - a a e O 
Open Monday-Thursday l i t 9. Friday til 6, Saturday 'tii S 

PffSKOU 

Catch that Pepsi Spirit 
Drink it in! 

Think Pepsi For: 

Football & 
Baseball games 

Store Promotions 
Church Affairs 
Bazaars 
Company picnics 

Basketball 
School Dances 
School Plays 
Smokers and 

Field Days 
Weddings 

and parties 
Anytime soda is served, do it for less with PEPSI! 

ToO good to be true. . . . 
• Experienced.crew to help set up your special 

event. ^ 
• More than 100 ice unit and/or electric units. 

• Ice available at low prices. 
• Menu boards provided, designed by our Sign 

Department. 
• PEPSI-COLA cups all sizes — 7,9,12,14 ounces. 

PEPSI-COLA ROCHESTER 
Division of Pepsi-Cola Beverages Corp. 

PEPSI SQUARE, 425 ORMOND STREET 
P.O. BOX 545, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14602 
PHONE (716) 454-5220 
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