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For many years
Catholics’ reading of the
Bible -was limited {to the
Sunday gospels and, eplst]&s
in their Sunday mlssals
repeated year aften year.
While limited, this hjd great

value because the ywly
repétition- of these
texts, with the ycarly
g of the
spiritual warp and woof. of
Mass-going Catholics. Since
Vatican II there has|been a
strong -encouragement for
wider reading of the
Scriptures, including|a great
variety in the new rite of the
Mass. Thlshasbrought good
and bad. Many Catholm
have come to know and
appreciate the Blble‘better
Others, oblivious of the

m}prpretahon, have
misinterpreted - the | Bible,
even to the loss of their

- Catholic faith.

St.” Jerome ‘wrote:
“Ignorance of the Scnptum
is ignorance of ~Christ.”
Obviously he -did not mean
READING the |Bible,
because most people could
not read in his ]founh
century. He meant that we
must understand the

message of the Bible, \which‘ :

became co‘mirllonly
presented in sermons,
pictures, stained | glass

windows, plays and the like.
General literacy is' a late
arrival. St. Jerome w[s the

" greatest of the early| Bible

scholars; and he also|had a
flaming temper. Born in
Dalmatia about 340, ‘he
studied in Rome, [Gaul,
Constantinople, and | spent
his last 33 years in a cave in .

" Bethlehem, adjoining the -

cave where Christ was born.
I had the privilege of
celebrating Mass in| that
very cave-room where he-
produced the Latin VPlgatc
Bible and commentaries, and
our pilgrims were thnlled to
share in the Mass in this
historic room.

There is an, agltatlon by

. some priests and hturglsts to

deprive the people of the
Mass text in the mlssa ttes.
Their theory is, “Let the

. people LISTEN to the word.

Don’t let them read the text
we are reading.” lthml,( they
are dead .wrong, and for
several reasons. First,| good
pedagogy teaches th it we
should use as many senses as
possible to get a per
comprehension of a subject.
Thus, 'a medical student

. must study medical| text

books as well as listen fo his
professors’ lectures. 1 do not
think God wants us tol fimit
the use of our God-given
powers to understand His

word.

Second, people should
READ -the Scripture |texts
before Mass, and ponder
over the possible mmngs
If they are deprived of the
text, they cannot do| this,
and this is to their loss.

Third, not all lectors,

‘whether priests or| lay

persons, are able to be heard

and understood. Slomc

because thenr diction or.

projection is poor..

because the- acousti , are

bad, or badly used. Once I- -

Mass was greeting the
people. A woman said dryly,
“I liked your sermon, at least

as ‘much as I could get. But-

that wasn’t much. I couldn’t
hear you.” I had not. used
the microphone properly.

It does seém to be a bit

smug to think that our
proclamation is so good that
the people can remember
what we read out to them. It

is hard enough to retain the .

vivid parables of the gospels
in memory but when one
gets into the intricacies of
the epistles, e.g., Romans,
Galatians, or Isaiah and
Revelations, who can
remember them from
listening? The theory that
the Liturgy of the Word is

accomplished if a person just-

sits tight and listens, and the ~
Holy Spirit will werk within
the soul and give. the
‘message, seems
unhappy egotism. Such is
not my own experience. The
Church teaches objective
truths. When Philip asked
the eunuch of Queen
Candadace who was reading
Isaiah, and not getting very
far: “Do you understand
what you are reading?”, the
cunuch replied, “How can |
understand unless some man
“show me?” (Acts 8:30-31) To
listen is : good. To listen and
to read is better. To listen
and to read and to study
prayerfully and intelligently
is best. Jesuit Father Charles
Gallagher, in his recent
retreat to priests at Notre
Dame Retreat House,
remarked, “Any reading of
the Sacred Scriptures which
does not lead one to the
Eucharist is misreading.” |
sit at the typewriter in our
Webster rectory office
thinking, “Imagine how that
remark of Father Gallagher
will be read — and misread.”

to me.
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Tax Credits Debated in

Albany — The most im-
pressive testimony at the two-
day hearings in Washington
on' Tuition Tax Credit

legislation “came from nearly -

a dozen black and minority

| parents who were strongly in

favor of tuition tax credits,”
said William P. Gallagher,
State Parent Federation

‘executive director.

The hearings, conducted by
the: - subcommittee on
Taxation and Debt

‘Management of the Senate

Committee on Finance, June
3-4, brought many “favorable
comments,” Gallagher said.

In his own testimony,
Gall_agher pointed out:

1. Parents, as prime

‘educators, have a right to

choose  the educational
programs for their children, a
right tuition tax credits would
guarantee; 4

2. Tax -credits would
strengthen competition in
education, providing - better
education for all; :

3. All experiences in every

.nation where -govérnment

support for nonpublic

- students has been given show

. public school education has
"been strengthened (cited in
particular was France).

Gallagher also disputed the
claim that tuition tax credits
would benefit the welathy. He
used US. Census Bureau
figures to show that the
typical family with children in
nonpublic -elementary and
secondary schools has an
income between $10,000 and
$20,000.

Perhaps the " strongest
made at the
hearings, Gallagher said, was

. the testimony of T.H. Bell,

secretary of education, who
stated that tuition tax credits
would in no way harm public
schools. .

Although Reagan Ad-
ministration officials in at-
tendance assured the sponsors
of the bill, Sen. Daniel -P.
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Moynihan .and Sen. Robert
Packwood, that they would
keep the President’s promise
to push for the legislation,
Gallagher felt that some

hesitancy arose as to action

this congressional session.

The Moynihan-Packwood
bill would allow a tax credit of
$250 a year for each student
enrolled in a private
elementary or secondary
school or public or private
college or vocational school.
The credit would be raised to
$500 effective Aug. 1, 1983.

Others testifying . in favor
were Rabbi Morris Sherer,
president of Agudath Israel of
America; the National Jewish
Commission on -Law and
Public Affairs; the U.S.
Catholic Conference; Citizens
for Educational Freedom; the

.Council for American Private

Education, and Sen. Alfonse

- D’Amato.

Among those opposing
were Americans United for
Separation of Church and
State, the League of Women

Voters, the American Jewish

2 from Diocese
Take Part in
Music Meeting

Latrobe, Pa. — Father

Marcellus Earl, OCSO, Abbey

of the Genesee, and Brother
Pierre Pratte, OSB, of Mt.
Savior Monastery, Eimira,
attended the eighth biennial
meeting of Benedictine
musicians at St. Vincent
Archabbey here last week.

“The meeting provided the
musicians with an op-
portunity to share new
liturgical compositions, to
discuss musical issues and to
gather together to praise God
in song. .
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'SHELL-ON SHRIMP

Approximately 50 count

per pound of delicious :
gulf shrimp. Steam or boil with ybur-
favorite seasonings for a peel-and-eat treat.
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Committee and the National Education and Religious
Coalmon for Public Liberty (PEARL).

SELECTED FUELS/J.J. WALSH

Serving the Rochester
Area for 50 Years

OIL— GAS

Service and Installations

24 H:. Emergency Service

454-6256
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Best Ribs
In the City.
Honest.

We take lean tender, spare.ribs,
ﬂnolle'embowafterloutlnaspe-
clally hickory smoker,
baste ‘em over a charbroiler, rush
‘em sizzling-hot to your table.

(Other-ways to ven are our
Veal Cutlet encln or Chrbroiled
. Western sm
Ah, but th ,» The libs! Best
in the City. Honest. L=

Capt Tony’s ;gr;m,’

379 WINTON RD. N.  482-8430

(Corner Humbodiy)
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§' 4th of July
SEAFOOD

4

Bag of 20 Dozen
Have your clambake NOW

and SAVE! Tender, sweet littleneck clams
_ for steaming, Clams Casino, and clams on the half-shell.

FRESH -C,LAMSW3999

Fresh

| ‘Southern Bay
SCALLOPS

The Pearls of the Sea!
" Bake, broil, or saute for that
very special entree.

ONLY.

All Offers Good Through 7-3-81. We Will Be cLussn July 4.
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. * . Five Palmer Locations to Better Serve You
Genesee Regional Market » 900 Jefferson Road » 424-3210
. Downtown ¢ 141 State St. opp. Andrews * 546-6180 ]
Perinton Hills Mall * Routes 31 & 250 « 223-5900
Westmar Plaza » 2150 Buffalo Rd. inside Bells ® 247-3252
Goodman Plaza ¢ 826 N. Goodman St. inside Bells o 482-9048
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