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Odd Bedfellows
Question for our state legislators and anyone else
witting to play the game: What do the Soviet Union.
China, South Africa, Iran. Iraq. South Korea and the
Philippines have in common? Repressive govern
ments? Correct; But something else' also — capital
punishment.
Now. what do all the nations of free Europe (the
West), except one, have in common? That's right — no
death penalty.
France, which gave the world the guillotine, stands
alone in Western Europe as a proponent of the death
penalty The United States, which we like to proclaim
as the world's leading advocate of human rights, has
chosen as allies in this issue Moscow. Peking, Teheran,
rather than London. Rome and Bonn.
Please. New York State legislators, think about this.
t

Alfredo Rampi
Too often it takes tragedy to remind us of some
fundamental facts. Perhaps that is the reason and
necessity for calamity.
The recent, sad circumstances surrounding the
demise in a hole in the ground of a 6-year-old Italian
boy while the world watched helplessly provides
several lessons.
First, the sciencethat has taken us to the moon and
beyond is often woefully lacking in more earthly crises.
Second, the world, that is the people thereof, so
often described as bellicose, cold and callous, stopped
to sob over little Alfredo Rampi. Ronald Reagan's
budget cuts, nuclear saber-rattling and even the

baseball strike-had to take media backseats as most of
the population of the planet Earth waited, hoped,
prayed and finally cried.
We the people cared. We hurt for a single life. We
felt for his parents. The president of Italy dropped
everything and went to the scene to kneel and try to
talk to Alfredo entrapped 200 feet deep in earth's
womb. Those who saw that scene broadcast live over
Cable News Network will not soon forget it.
Hardly a heart did not pay homage to the value of
that single, far-off life. In the name of Alfredo Rampi,
we should apply the inherent lesson to all the life-anddeath issues we face.
And we earthlings should realize that perhaps we
are not all that bad if we can still suffer so much for
one, helpless stranger.
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They, too, were to give life
through Holy Mother the
Church. There were to be
other Christs. They were to be
fathers. A woman could never
be regarded as a father,
another Christ. That is why
there were ho women among
the Apostles.
Mary the Mother of God
and the Queen of Heaven
holds the highest place in
Heaven — but she never was
ordained a priest, another
Christ. Hence, personal
holiness is not the issue in the
matter of the ordination of
women to the priesthood. IT
IS FATHERHOOD. A
woman could never be
considered a father. Hence,
Jesus chose only men for his
Apostles. The Catholic priest
has the title of "Father" —
one who gives life.
Father G. Stuart Hogan
789 East Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14607
Christians! Wow! That's
devastating!
Yet listen to what Archbishop Joseph L. Ber
nardin of Cincinnati said in
his farewell address as
president of the National
Conference of Catholic
Bishops in November 1977:
He expressed concern about
the large number of
Catholics "who have never
experienced true conversion,
whose understanding of
what the Catholic faith
really means and the
demands it makes is
minimal." He went on to
say, "The most important
task of a bishop is to
proclaim Christ Jesus and
His Good News in such a
way as to elicit a deep,
personal commitment to
Him and acceptance of His
message."
A few years W k , when I
was in the hospital, my
nephew brought me some
light reading. He knew my
love for football, so he
brought me Jerry Kramer's
"Instant Replay." Jerry
Kramer was guard for. the
Green Bay Packers when
coached by the legendary
Vince Lombardi. He
remembers Vince telling his
backs one day: 'This is a
game of abandon. You run
with complete abandon.
You care nothing for
anybody or anything, and
when you get close to the
goal line, your abandon
intensifies. Nothing, not a
tank, nor a wall, no eleven
shall stop you from getting
across that goal line."
It is this kind of abandon
Jesus demands of us — the
"let us do or die" of Robert
the Bruce at Bannockburn!

