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'Old Ajde Is Able to Enrich World'
During the Holy Father's convalescence, the
following is excerpted from an address given during an
International Forum on Active Aging, Sept 5,1980.

I

All of you are intent on rendering homage to
humanity in the aging, the elderly. The Church's
concern and love for this category of persons invites
her to take note of your zealous initiative. And today I
willingly take the occasion to offer some partial
considerations on a topic that
you are rightfully striving to
explore in depth.
J A greater awareness in
society of the existence of the
elderly and of thier condition of
life is already a good in itself. A
realization . of the actual
situation of millions of our
fellow human beings immediately prompts us to see the
Seed for promoting their
etterment; it gives us insights
into what interventtoi 5 are to be made and what
means are to be utiliz d so that many lives may be
rendered more fully hui ianr—*
To turn our attention to the aging is to realize how
much they are a part of God's plan for the world, with
their mission to fulfil, their unique contributions to
make, their problems tc solve, their burdens to bear. A
concentration on the lofty dimensions of the lives of
the elderly assists us to discover areas where true
human advancement can beTriade; it helps us to see
what should be emphasized in order to bring about
progress in the present state of the elderly.
The Catholic Church willingly lends her support to
efforts that encourage the elderly themselves to look
with realism and serenity on the role that God has
assigned to them: with the wisdom and experience of
their lives they have entered a period of extraordinary
grace, with new opportunities for prayer and union
with God, fiaving been endowed with new spiritual
forces with which to serve others and to make a fervent offering of their lives to the Lord and Giver of
Life. Efforts that are aimed at fostering and sponsoring
programs on behalf <j>f the elderly are worthy of the
highest praise. Christfs teaching is clear: what is done
for his brethren is done for him, and its value is seen in
this light.,
To help mobilize forces in favor of the .aging is
another worthy goal to be pursued: to support the
initiatives that will bring the forces of science to
alleviate the sufferings of the elderly; to defend their
right to life and to the fulness thereof; to minister to.
their needs — all this is part of the horizon that is open
to the men and worn ;n of our own day.
• To proclaim the mission of the elderly arid thereby
to promote their special role in the human family is a
task of great importance. Theelderlyare meant to be
part of the social scene; their very existence gives an
insight into God's creation and the functioning of
society. The life of the aging helps to clarify a scale of
human values; it snows the,continuity of generations
and marvellously dempnstrates.the interdependence of
God's people. The [elderly often have the charism to
bridge generation gaps before they are made^how
many children have found understanding and love in

the eyes and words and caresses of .the aging? And how
many old people have willingly subscribed to the
inspired word that "the crown of the aged is their
children's children."
«

To point out the resources that belong to the elderly
is to sensitize the elderly themselves and to highlight
the riches inherent in society — riches which society
does not appreciate. Old age is able to enrich the worid
through prayer and counsel, its presence enriches the
home; its immense capacity for evangelization by word
and example, and by activities eminently adapted to
the talents of the elderly is a force for the Church of
God yet to be thoroughly utilized. A description of the
positive factors of aging could extend at length.
Your worthy aim, to see an "active aging" shared by
men and women throughout the world. Interest begets
interest. Creative activities for and with and by the
elderly will bring forth fruitful results for a more
humanized society and a renewed civilization that will
sustain a greater fellowship of love and communion of
hope and peace.
It is my fervent desire that your initiative and other
similar ones may present the world with a more
consolidated concern for the elderly everywhere.
In the context of the Catholic faith, my thoughts
4urn to all the elderly of the Church who with serenity
and joy give example of earnest Christian living, while
at the same time manifesting an appreciation of the
mystery of human death, realistically to be accepted,
but radically transformed in the Paschal Mystery of
the Lord Jesus.

Honorary
Degrees
Awarded
Sister Margaret Adelaide
Owen, former administrator
of St.'' Joseph's Hospital,.
Elmira, and Dr. Melvin A.
Eggers, chancellor and
president of Syracuse
University, received honorary
degrees at Nazareth College's
54th annual commencement
exercises Sunday, May 17.
Sister Margaret Adelaide, a
former member of the
Nazareth College Board of
Trustees, was honored for her
"long and dedicated career as
a nurse, administrator,
teacher and particularly for
leadership in numerous
humanitarian and public
health projects in the
Southern Tier area," according to Robert A. Kidera,
Nazareth president.

Elected as officers of the Nazareth Academy Student
Council were, fronjleft, Cheryl Shank, president; Chris
Gerbino, vice president; Kathleen Foran, secretary, and
Tina Barart,-treasurer.

Dr. Alvani Santos, medical
director of the Cardiac
Rehabilitation Program at St.
Mary's Hospital, has been
named the recipient of the
1981 Society of Internal
Medicine Award of the
Rochester Academy of
Medicine. Dr. Santos received
the award for a paper entitled
"Orthostatic Hypertension: A
commonly unrecognized
cause of symptoms in Mitral
Valve Prolapse."
He is well known as an
author of articles and abstracts concerning the
treatment of heart disease and
has been honored both locally
and nationally for his work.'
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England, Wales and Scotland
September 26 to October 11
A tour through the British Isles, hosted
from Rochester, by HOMER BLISS
Nowhere else on earth is so much
historical interest, pageantry and
natural beauty compacted in such a
small area as in the British Isles. After
a stay in the great cosmopolitan
capital of London comes a great
variety \of sights as we tour through
the countryside . . . See Oxford, the
great seat of learning — King Alfred's
Winchester — secretive Stonehenge
— Exeter and her great cathedral —
Cornwall — the Cots wolds and Wales
— Windermere and the Lake District
— the Lochs and highlands of
Scotland
— Edinburgh
and
Shakespeare's Stratford.

My thoughts go to all who are bend under the
weight of sickness or incapacity, to those who shoulder
the burdens of lonliness, rejection and fear. In prayer
and with fraternal love, 1 entrust them all to the Heart
of Jesus, source of all consolation, to the Heart of
Jesus, our Life and Resurrection. And I ask God,
through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary,
to sustain you in your efforts, and to bless you and all
those who love and assist the elderly.
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For Detailed Brochure Call or Write:
WYDLER TRAVEL SERVICE, INC.
1778 Empire Blvd.

Webster, New York 14580
Telephone 671-2640 *

ITS THE FIRST PART OF THE
"OaRFATHER"THEYDONTKNOW
As for so m a n y others a r o u n d the world, for these people
. in India, "give us this day o u r daily bread"
i s ^ n a n g u i s h e d cry for survival they k n o w only too well.
W h a t they don't k n o w
is that they can call G o d
" O u r Father"—
that H e has called us
all H i s children—
that whatever h a p p e n s
to us, h a p p e n s with
a view to H i s Kingdom
of which all of us are heirs.

/mtfc*

•J'J -1

Will YOU. teach them
about o u r Heavenly Father?
You can, by sending your
gift to
the Society for the
P r o p a g a t i o n of the Faith,
s u p p o r t i n g missionaries
since 1822.
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
Ret. Mtgr. W B n J. McCoraack
Nadottl Director
Dc*tC3MI1MAwMw
New York, New York 10001

OR:

Re*. Joseph F. Reahart
Dwcesaa Director
123 East ATeaae
Rochester, New York 14604

71e-454-2926

