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Welfare Hikes Passed 
By NYS Legislature 

By Michael Groden 

New York p u b l i c 
assistance was increased for 
the first time in seven years 
last week as Gov. Hugh 
Carey signed a bill 
authorizing a 15 percent hike 
•n welfare payments. 

The increase, will bring the 
average welfare rate . from 
$2?8 per month, for a family 
of four, to S296 per month. 

The welfare hike also ends-
a • two-year- campaign by 
dioceses in the -state, in­
cluding a concerted effort in 
Rochester, that urged an 
increase for people living.an 
public assistance. 

Individuals in the diocese 
and diocesan agencies urged 
the increase, citing the rieed 
for more money for welfare 
recipients due. in part to the 
spiraling inflation rate in the 
past several years. 

In the Diocese of 
Rochester, a long-term effort 
was carried out by Catholic. 
Charities and the Office of 
Justice and Peace to educate 
people in the diocese for the' 
need of increased public 
assistance. It also Urged 
individuals .and diocsan 
agencies to debate the issue 
and send their findings to 
legislators in their areas. 

During the .two-year period 
some 8,60.0 individual 
diocesans signed petitions 

^-urging legislators-to vote for 
the increase first proposed by 
Gov. Carey. - -

Bishop Matthew H. Clark 
took an active part in . the 
welfare- issue.' Bishop Clark, 
together with Bishop Robert 
Spears, bishop . of the 
Episcopal diocese, headed an 
ecumenical panel which 
heard testimony from in­
dividuals currently receiving 
pub l i c assistance and 
representatives . from social 

agencies who work with ' the New York lawmakers to 
welfare recipients. approve the measure." ; 

The bishop also visited 
Albany in March and urged 
legislators to support the 15 

. percent increase to help 
remove "the dreadful hard­
ship "and- loss of dignity 
which. bur poorest' people 
experience." 

"1 ask you to consider (ati 
increase) favorabjy. I fcnow= 
it's hot popular, I know it's 
complex, but I ask you not 
to forget the concern we 
must have for the needs of 
the poor," the bishop told the 
legislators. - : 

William- Privett, associate • 
d i r e c t o r of Ca. thol ic 
Charities, applauded the 
welfare increase, and praised 
the New York State 
Legislature for approving the. 
measure. 

He said that while the 
federal government is about 
to cut some $40 billion is 
social service funds, "it was 
really an act of courage for 

Privett also said that the 
passage of the hikes "is a / 
great statement" for; the 
work done by the Church in 
the state, especially in the 
Diocese of Rochester. \ 

The welfare increase may 
no t . benefit recipients as 
much as originally . thought, 
however. The federal aits in 
day care services, medicare, 
food stamps and others! will 
tak& away much of- the. 
increased revenues. -

Privett said that although 
"I feel 'good about it (the 
welfare, increase), it may1 not'. 
be enough." Citing ; the 
federal cuts, Privet} said'ithat 
the benefit from the increase " 
"may be eroded" before they 
are received. 

The losses felt because of 
the federal budget cuts have 
will have to be made,; up. 
somewhere, he said. The 
-only logical . place those, . 
services can be; obtained is 
from • the public assistance 
check. 

NFP Gets $29,000 
From United Way 

For the first time, Natural. 
Family Planning will receive 
a grant from the' United 
Way. 

W illiam. McCullough, 
director of P lanning , 
Evaluation and 'Allocation 
for United Way, said that 
$29,000 for NFP .will be 
included "for 1981-82 under 
the Catholic Family Center, 
allocation of $768,000. 

Therese Petracca, NFP 
djrector, said that the office" 
will add a par t - t ime 

secre tary , Mary , Bpth 
OUara, andv a part-time 
communi ty educa t ion 
coordinator, Sandy Pawlak. s 

Mrs. Pe t racca said , 
programs will be expanded in 
fertility. awareness education 
and NFP instruction. j 

'' t 

• "I am very'grateful! to 
United Way and to [the 
community for showing [this 
interest in our organization," 
Mrs.. Petracca said. "I Jam 
looking forward to making 

•our services more accessible." 

Unthinkable 
Happened 

A pleasant way to relive 
a fun experience after, 
vacationing in a famous-
spot is to find a book or 
magazine article depicting 
the delights, you have just 
sampled. Even better is 
having the good fortune to 
turn on the TV and find a 
movie or documentary 
centering on that locale. 

This past "week our 
family relived . only too 
clearly our visit just two 
weeks before to. St. Peter's 
Square in Rome. But there* 
was" little enjoyment 'as we 
watched the camera sweep 
the familiar environs and 
saw the < white jeep carrying 
a w o u n d e d p o n t i f f 
careening along, the cobbled 
surface of the piazza bricks. 

Our last week'in Europe 
had been spent in Rome 
and we had gone to the 
Vatican every.day. It was 
an •- easy; ' pleasant : walk 
along the Tiber from. pur 
hotel .. and. besides the. 
overwhelming attraction of 
the Basilica itself, there 
were the added in : 

ducements of the Vatican 
Museums, the Vatican post 
office (more efficient' than 
the Italian system), plus the 
architectural wonders, of 
the immense piazza. 

We had had, plenty' of 
time to study -it Easter-
Sunday morning as \y£ had 
waited, along with more 
than a quarter of a million 
people,'for Mass to begin. 
And it hao\ crossed my 
mind then as we had sat in 
the bright sunshine that 
beautiful morning how no 
security precautions had 
been, taken. 

We had shown our 
passes '. to two men in 
formal attire and then 
taken seats on benches in 
full view of the altar set up 
on the terrace in front of 
St. Peter's. , 

I carried a largish 
handbag and many .others 

. carried totes, knapsacks and 
all kinds of paraphernalia 
as travelers are wont to do. 

It occurred then how 
easy it would be for some 
person, perhaps a deranged 
individual, to bring in some 
weapon, to detonate some 
kind of explosive. 

N o , I was being 
ridiculous. How could 
anything untoward, happen 
in. this place? The tangible 
joy of the throng — the 
very sunshine — helped 
dispel °such a notion. The 
idea was unthinkable. 

Last week, the un­
thinkable happened. And it 
seems likely that the 
tradition of a pope mingling 
freely with his people on 
home territory may be 
seriously affected, if not 
competely done away with. 

PUBLIC 
NOTICE 

Annual Spring Sale 

0IUFMAL Rl GS 
• FINE CHINESE 12x9 AS LOW AS 52200.00 

* LIVING ROOM & DINING ROOM CARPETS 

from M800.00 

THROW RUGS as little as M50.00 

DON'T MISS THIS ^ • 
OUTSTANDING x. 1 

SALE! 

^arvisft V 

THE ORIENTAL CARPET CENTER / 
14CS MONROE AVENUF / 

V OPENML'N '-.AT l." h TUFi i IHUPS i" • YU sf 
271-8520 _s~ ~ 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH SYMPATHETIC CARE AND ATTENTION 

ROCHESTER 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

1210-1218 Culver Road 
Rochester, NY 14609 
~~ (716) 482-6260 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G.Blakeslee 

109-We^ t Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14611 

(716)235-2000 

Crawford 
Funeral Home Inc. 

ft Kenneth and 
David P. Crawford 

495 NWinton Road 
Rochester, NY 14610 

(716)482-0400 

ROCHESTER 

- Younglove-Smlth 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue * 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

458-6200 

GREECE IRONDEQUOIT PENFIELD 

CHILI 

Leo M. Bean 
, Funeral Home, Inc. 

LeoM. Bean 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, NY 14624 
(716)235-4134. 

GREECE 
Case Funeral Home 

William Pomeroy Cass It-
'Greece's Oldest Active Firm' 

1429 Ridge Road West 
Greece, NY 14615 

(716)865-5665 

Younglove-Smlth.. 
Funeral Home 

151if Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

VayandSchlelch . 
Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete facilities' 
2692 Dewey Avenue 

Greece, NY 14616 
(716)663-5827 

HILTON 

Thomas E. Burger 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Thomas E. Burger, Prea. 
735 East Avenue 
Hilton, NY 14468 

(716)392-7100 

May Funeral Home 
(Formerly Miller Bros.) 

George L May Jr. 
2793 Culver Rd. 
. (716)467-7957 

Edward H. Dreler 
' Funeral.Home 

Edward H. Dreler 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14617 

(716)342-8500. 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, NY 14621 
(716)342-3400 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, NY 14526 

(716)381-3900 

For 
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