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Welfare Hikes Passed

By NYS Legislature

By Michael Groden

New ~York public

. assistanée was increased for

the first time in seven years
last week as Gov. Hugh
Carey signed a bill
authonzmg a 15 percent hike
‘n welfare payments. -

* .The increase, will bring the

average welfare rate. from .
$2358 per.month, for a family -

_of four, to $296 per month.

The welfare hike also ends:
a . two-year- campaign by
dioceses in the -state, ‘if-
cluding a concerted effort in
Rochester, that urged an
increase for people lrvmg on
pubhc assrslance

Individuals in the diocese

-percent
" remove “thé dreadful hard- -

agencies wljxo work with’
welfare recipients.

The bishop alse visited
Albany in March and urged -
legislators to support the 5
incréase to help”

loss of dignity
people

ship “and-
which | our_ poorest

_ experience.”™
< .-'

“] ask you to consider {ah
increase) favorably. 1 know-
it's" hot popular, I know it’s .
complex, but ] ask you not

to forget the conecern we
- must have for the needs of

the poor,” the bishop told the
legislators. -

William- Privett, associate -

.

the New York lawmak’ers to- -

approve 1he measure

anett also--said that the
passage of the hikes
great. statement” for! the
work done by the Chu¥ch in
the state, especially in the
Diocese of Rochester,

The welfare increase: _may
not . benefit recipients as
much as originally . thought
however. The federal cuits in
day cdre services, medrcare
food stamps and others will
take. away. much of" the.
mcreased revenues. - C

anett said that altheugh .
I ‘feel ‘good about -it .fthe =
welfare increase), it may‘ not -
tthe

be -enough.” Citing

federal cuts,: Privet} said ‘that

Sarahﬂ

ijhild"

AII in the Famlly

‘is a

Unthmkable
Happened .

- A pleasant way to relive
a fun  .experience after,
vacationing in a famous:
spot is to find a book or

. magazine article depicting -
the delights. you have just

sampled. Even better is

having the good fortune to

turn on the TV and find a
movie or documentary
centering on that locale. -

This past
family relived _ only
clearly our visit just two
weeks before to.St. Peter’s

-We had
in
formal -attire and
taken “seats on benches in
full view of the altar set up
.on the terrace in front of
St. Peter’s.

| carned ‘a .largrsh

handbag and many .others-
.cagried totes, knapsacks and
. "all kinds of paraphernalia

. shown our.
passes* to . two men
then -

Ir oecurred' then how
casy it would be for soie

peison, perhaps a deranged .

individual, to bring in some

weapon, to detonate some

kind of explosive.-

No, - I
ridiculous.
.anything untoward happen
in. this place? The tangible
joy of the throng — the
very sunshine — lielped

“was

idea was unthinkable.

"Last week: the un-

. thinkable happened. And it -~

‘seems likely that the

tradition of a pope mingling .

freely with his people on
home térritory may be
seriously affected, if not

.beiné ]
How could -

dispel 'such a notion. The

‘week our
tm*< .

competely done away with.

as travelers are wont (G do.
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