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SACRAMENTAL LIFE

" VI SEPARATION. OF THE COUPLE FOR AN EX-

TENDED PERIOD BEFORE/AFTER THE WEDDING

The concein of the priest here is that the couple may not
-have had the opportunity to develop a maturé relationship.
-A..courtship. carried on solely |by correspondence is in-

sufficient. Likewisc, the couple may not have faced in-.
dividually or to;ether the difficulties which a necessary

separation after the marriage will present.
{
This circumstance REQUIRES:

Additional session(s) with the‘ priest/deacon which will
allow him to make a more thorough assessment of the
personalities involved and to help the couple to confront
their own attitudes on the natu're of their relationship and

the separation. . ]
This circumstance MAY REQl?lRE:

A. Cooperation with other priest(s)deacon(s) in parish,

chaplain in services) in marriage preparation program and
personality assessment. |
B. Conference with mﬁw. f -

VIll. PRIORMARRIAGE  |: .
" ‘One party has (or both have) Eeen married before and now

wishes to marry in the Catholic Church. Previous -

marriage(s) may have been Catholic, Protestant, or civil
ceremony. - '

This circumstance REQUIRES:
A. For one previous marrjage: |
1) investigation into validity of }

circuinstances; = - ‘, )
2) application for a Defect of q“orm OR application for an

Annulment, sent to the Diocesan Tribunal: s

3) -DELAY of the proposed wedding until a Decree of Nullity
. is obtained from the Diocesan Tribunal. The annulment

the former marriage facts,

process is at times lengthy. and so no firm date is 1o be set

Jor the wedding desired. |
B. For more than one previoﬁs m,‘érfiage:

~—  Parish priest/deacon shouid !assemble .information on all
previous marriages: names of former spouses, baptismal
_status if known, dates of marriages, places, before whom
~’{priest, minister, _judge, etc.). include any certificates,
decrees concerning former marriages, and forward these
materials to the Diocesan | Tribunal — along with a

summary of the case. L L

. . J "

. ... A special Marriage Preparation Program is availabla in our
" Piocése for' tﬁrg:éwm @ré‘entéring marriage another time,

and who have established ‘the nullity-‘of previous-tinion(s) -

ihrough the Diocesan ‘Tribundl. The parish priest/deacon
should be familiar with thé'special contént of the-program,
called “NEW HORIZONS™. (See Appendix IV of this
section.) : ,

IX: DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED PERSONS.

[ '
“Contact the Office of Family Life to make arrangements
for the preparation of developmentally disabled persens for
Marriage. RS T L )

X. THOSE WHO MARRY L—,‘\TER INLIFE

The preparation prowssts’ outlined above should be
adapted to meet the special needs of older persons seeking
tobe married. P

XL
DIOCESE

Before marriage prcparatioh begins, contact must be made
with the Pastoral Office for|procedure in this matter.’

XII. OTHER LESS COMMON IMPEDIMENTS (Canons
1035-1080) ’ i

‘Some are listed here, simply as a reminder to the parish
pricst/deacon: ; : »
1)  marriage between blood rel‘lmVes (consanguinity)
2) impotence - !
3)  religious vows/holy orders
4) legal relationship (adoption)
5)  apostate from the faith - i

6) crimen |

7)  relationship through marriage (affinity)

8 public propriety | '

XIiI. VALIDATION OF A MARRIAGE
|,

If 3 couple attempts marriage contrary to the laws of the.

Church regarding the proper “form of “marriage,” a
validation (marriage in the Church) is permitted-only after
the couple has been properly prepared according to the
guidefines presented here.| The fact that the couple is legally

married does not of itself prepare them for marriage as a

sacrament. J
. |
This circumstance REQ({IRES.
* Additional sessions witHi the parish priest/deacon:
1) to highlight the significance of the sacrament of Marriage
in the ng'oml practice o]{' the%hunch: ,

2)  toexamine the stability of the existing marriage: .,

3) to seek out the attiua’ies/oplnlom of each spousem
dividually regarding the \]Widation. ’

| R
THOSE WITH NO FIXED RESIDENCE IN THE-
| .

XA 1

This circumstance MAY ZEQUIRE: ~ * ' °

Application for -a dispets ation from “Mixed Réligion"
{baptized Christians) OR from “Disparity of Cult” (one not
baptized), sent-to the Pastéral Office. :

CAUTION: This should] not be undertaken hastily. In
some cases, the impetus td seek a validation arises from thé
Catholie spouse’s perceptidn that the marriage is failing and
from the hope that thisjact will resolve the problem, or
from family pressure, ¢
would not be, of itself, sufgicient reason for validation.

Appendix IV: Pog'ra:ms |

for Marriage Preparation

The second, third, and fCurth meetings should involve
participation of the engaged coupie in a preparation program
conducted by trained married couples and priest/deacons. There
are several options offered to the engaged couple. Descriptions
of these various options follow. These options are also déscribed
in the Pre-Cana Schedule which is printed twice yearly by the
Office of Family Life and ymailed directly to the parishes.
Further information on any of, these particular programs is

available by phoning the Marriage Preparation Coordinators at .

the Office of Family Life, (716y-436-5450.

f
The marriage preparation programs are designeNo enable
couples to deepen their understanding of the essential human
and Christian aspects of marriage so that the couple will be
aware of the total dimensions of the marriage covenant.
Engaged couples are helped to explore their relationship and
determine their strengths and their weaknesses. ‘

These sessions are designed to promote discussion between
the engaged parties on topics they may not have fully con-

" sidered, 1o review practical information, and to enable them to-

share with married couples the realities of marriage. A
?teparaﬁ:en program is an important aid — but not a substitute
or —. th

priest/deacon.

The areas of marriage covered include such basic components
and dimensions of marriage as: Awareness and Evaluation of

Self: Communication: Sexuality: Practical Aspects of Marriage:

and Marriage as a Sacrament.

I.- PARISH MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

Ithapuwerhﬂwimtoengagdowﬂawlnn'manied
couples and the priest/deacon of their own parish take the
' ility for their complete preparation. This ako

provides a basis for ongoing contact between married:

in the parish and the engaged coupies in the first
critical years after their wedding. Thus, as' with other
mmem Ib!li.“al pteparationza parish-based preparation team is

- The Family Life Office, through the Marriage Preparation

i

1

from some other reason that-

personal individualized sessions with the parish
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Coordinators, will provide training to married couples and
the parish priest/deacon so that the parish can minister to
its own engaged couples. :

N

Engaged Couples Encounter is @ weekenc away with other
engaged couples with plenty of time alone together to plan
the marriage. It is designed to give couples planning

i{marriage the opportunity to discuss honestly and in-

tensively topics concerning their prospective lives together.

| Informational brochures are available upon request from

the -Family Life Office. Dates of the Engaged Couples

‘| Encounter weekends are printed in the Pre-Cana Schedule

provided to every parish twice yearly from the Family Life
Office. .

PRE-CANA CONFERENCE

Pre-Cana Conferences are held at various parishes in the
Diocese through the year. There is a schedule printed twice
yearly by the Family Life Office indicating these dates and
places. These schedules are mailed directly to the parishes,
along with registration cards. Pre-Cana sessions vary in
structure, ie., two afternoons, three evenings, four
evenings, or a similar combination.

HISPANIC PRE-CANA CONFERENCE

Conferencias Para La Communidad Hispana for in-
formation and reservations phone the Spanish Apostolate
323-4844 or the Family Life Office. These conferences are
specifically for those couples with Spanish background.
The Hispanic traditions and values are presented.

NEW HORIZONS

7

|This program is for couples where one or both have been

previously married and the nullity of that marriage has
Ibeen established by the Church. :

|This is a program specifically tailored for pefsons in this

situation. :

|In addition 10 the topics covered in the other marriage

preparation options, New Horizons also addresses the areas

‘lof present and future children, past and future in-laws,

affect of former spouse, and attitudes formed as a result of
the previous marriagg.

Dates for the New Horizons program are found in the
marriage preparation schedule. ’
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When it is virtually impossible for a couple to attend one of
these marriage preparation programs. the -couple is €x-
pected to meet with the parish priest/deacon to discuss

-|{those elements which are normally incorporated into any

of the marriage preparation programs. It becomes the
parish priest/deacon’s total resf;onsibility. It is by far more

Idesirable to give the couple the opportunity to experience

the dual. complementary preparation offered by

| priest/deacon and trairied married couples.
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