+ Phillip Byrd and David. the men felt it was im- against the sergeants. | gaffare essential incarrying  and the community. and fariilies of health care
Burton, were extremely possible “to change clothes.. claiming their “actions are a out an effective ministry for i o . mstltdttons withiff® the
surprised at their convictions. . and ‘went to the services shame and disgrace to the | patients” (Statement on The chaplain should” jigeese of Rochester. [t
havirig entered the four-day - while in uniform. - Air Force.™ . Hospital Chaplaincy, .ap-  POSS®ss a par icular  un- ° peomotés  the contipued
trial with high expectations - proved by ihe American . . profa%lonal development of
of being acquitted. It .is urlawful to  The sergeants- were -| Hospital -Association, May - between faith and illness, ts members and has the

: . demonstrate while in represented by military | 8.10,1967) and be able to motivate and pnmary responsibility on:
During the .ast eight uniform, but neither man felt counsel but relied very At present the diocese h invite healthy, meaningful bchalf of the bishop to
‘months. both men regularly praying to be a “demon- heavily upon civilian, at- full-tix%echa lains servi ?5 use of each individual's  oyamind the needs of health
participated In prayer ser-  stration.” . : torneys from the Christian | (% P f hu:ésl;  religious beliefs and attitudes  cace jidtitutions and foster
vices at 4 vacant public field ) Law Association .(CLA) of th cg care Ta:' o " in the management of the  apueoiriate response on the
outside the Bossier City Under pressure from the Cleveiand.. ap;roxi‘mil 25 pr?gté :!:g person’s iliness. part of the Church. .
Abortion  Clinic. The Air  abortion clinic, the sergeants . sisters ministering to the During the summer of in coopcration with
Force contended that praying  wing commander .'adVlSCd The CLA attorneys were patients, families and staffs 1980 a number of health appr pnate pe’l/'sonnel
i uniform at the clinic is them to wear a shirt over preapred 1o argue that of these hospitals car¢ chaplains assisted the ~ boards, it .aids in the
unlawful. An unusual court theif uniforms while praying. praying is not an act of ospitals. Permanent ~Diaconate’ recrullim:nt and training of

" batte ensued. with the man The sergeants obeyed, but demonstrating. The attorneys The hospital chaplain is a Program of the| diocese by for the ministry and.
bringing .Vlhe charge picking the abortion clinic personnel. also were going 1o argue that person approved by the supervising candidates and m ration with the
his own judge and jury. unhappy with this com- the sergeants ‘have proper ecclesiastical . their wives in|a 10-week boards and the institutions.

- Bossier City, La. — A
military court has found two
Air Force sergeants guilty of
demonstrating

when they participated in  Barksdale Air Force Base. el patient care, and that Although the  primary ,
prayer services outside’ an, approximaicly a 10-minute  however. claiming they must qualified - chaplains and  cgncern of the | chaplain is  associdtion is to unify and
abortion clinic here. - drive away. The prayers obey God rather than man. | adequate facilities, as well as  ministering to the patients, strengthen  the pastoral

The two staff sergeants.

unlawfully -

pray with fellow church
‘members.

Both are stationed at

would last about 20 minutes.
Due to this tight schedule.

promise. retaliated by having

Wednesday, March 11, 1981

return. Regardless of their
reationale. the sergeants were
commanded o cease.

The men refused to cease,

The - military then brought
special court martial charges

inalienable rights to the free
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Association recognizes that
chaplaincy programs are a
necessary part of the
hospital’s provision for total

the support of ad-
ministration and medical

authority and appointed

minister to the religious
needs of persons in the
setting in which' he or she
Serves.

he/she also serves their
families, the hospnal staffs

derstanding of the relation

program of |, hospital

. ministry-of the Church on

COURIER-JOURNAL IRIE

. : ; : ' , kinds of ministries in the —
. ’ \ health ¢are field.
ergeants Vho Praye reingon Semi Pl e —
, ; ' Centering on Service fulltimg sisters serving as . ——
~N . ® : , , chaplams' in two non- —_—
Found Guilty by Court SR =
. B A : . future, li is hoped, will bring —m
: ' , o moré  §isters into the ‘

By Mattin Mawyer during the noon hour. every changing clothes would Hgalth Care Chaplains mlmstrﬁl ———
Religion Teday day and Byrd and Burton prevent them from having — The diocesan: Association I
used their lunch hours to sufficient time to pray and. “The American Hospital- body of the hospltal 0 of Heaithi Care Chaplains is ———

made up ‘of the pnws and
sister$ Iprasently serving in
the he%lth care facilities of
the diocése.

The| purpose of this

behalf'of the staff, patients

bnnﬁ candidates’ names to

The sergeants belong to a a female employee snap exercise of religion as | with the acceptance and ministry. This  program the fm&hop for his ap
local congregation. the pictures ‘of the men ai- guaranteed by the Con- | approval of the governing exposed them tq the various pomqﬂem
Merrywoods Baptist’ Church.  tempting to cover their stitution. and these rights 5 9 _
Iis pastor, Bill .Burrows. uniforms. suddenly "did not become
began holding prayer services alienable when joining the
when the clinic opened last Since it also. is against service. SINCE '850 ‘

spring.

Burrows explained. “We
believe abortion s murder
and God has ordered us 1o
go to the very place where
sin 1s being commitfed and
denounce that sin.”

The services were held

military regulations 1o cover
a .uniform with civilian
clothes. the base commandér.
Col. Guy Luke, ordered the
men (o stop praying unless
they got out of uniform.

They repeated their
argument to their immediate
superiors Iha( time  spent

Parish Girl Scouts

they have earned in their age
groups. ‘
Ave Maria Medals were

Donna Suplizio, Mary Beth
Urquhart. Theresa Voellinger;

Mary K. Burke, Dianne

The lawyers also were
prepared to argue before the
court that since the men are
allowed =0 . pray in uniform
against abortion clinics while
in a church, they therefore
also are able to pray while in
uniform in a vacant public
field. :

But such preparations were
unnecessary because the

sequently told CLA attorneys
they could not argue the
sergeants’ religious rights or,
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