_MS. HANEY

By John Dash -

Though there’s nothing in Jean Haney's
list of ‘accomplishments that hasn't been
done without the “help of the Lord Jesus,”
she will skip the halo, thank you. She’s just
a “very ordinary woman,” who gets
“angry, impatient and frustrated”

“I'm no saint.” A

The single adoptive parent, teacher,
homeowner, executive at the Association
for the Blind, Jean Haney, for the 39 years
of her life; hasn't seen anything other than
a dim patch of color when the sun is
strong. “I'mjust an ordinary person who

happens to be blind,” she said, launching a

vigorous tickle attack on the nbs of her

Wednesda March 4, 1981

“All my life 1 wanted to be a mother,”

‘'she said. “And [ thought that it would be.

through the conventiona! way of having a
child when I was young. Then I began o
grieve over my age and realization that 1

would not be a grandmother.”
She manages both a wince and a chuckie

remembering thosc days, acknowiedging
her former ability to “work myself up into

‘a real state.” . ]
“But when I got to know the Lord Jesus

personally, 1 realized that | would get first
class treatment,” she said.

She remembers that it was February of
1976 when she was reading Psalm 113,

“He honors the childless wife in her homey

he makes her happy by giving her chiidren.
/Praise the Lord!™ that she realized, “1
could claim that promise.”

Two months later, she said, it came to
her attention that orphan children in India,

daughter, Kendra.

Feather the cat and Christi the dog
watch the scene with amiably startled eyes.

That Kendra is now her daughter is Jean
Haney’s clearest evidence of “divine in-

« the process.

under the egis of Mother Teresa’s sisters,
were available for adoption in the U.S.

She said that she called friends, her
. doctor and her priest for advice. Then on a
Monday she phoned Washington to initiate

tervention” in her hifé.
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‘Official Permits Govern

Disabled Parking Spaces

By Martin Toombs
Southern Jier Editor

Elmira — Parking spaces
for the disabled are becoming
more common, and, therefore,
are probably more abused

. than ever before.

In addition to the people
who use the spaces without
any justification, there are
others who, although
disabled. do .not have the
legally required handicapped
parking permit.

Since 1977, New York
State has distributed official
handicapped parking permits

which allow use of parking -

spaces markéd by the in-
creasingly familiar blue signs
displaying a wheelchair
emblem.

The permits aré not
restricted to disabled drivers,
and can even be issued for

disabled children. They must
be obtained from the clerk in
the city, village or town in
which the disabled person
lives; the permit is valid
throughout New York.

The permits require a
doctor’s certification of
disability, and the entire
_process can be accomplished
by mail. Elmira City Clerk
Dorothy Terris said that her
office has issued 115 of the
permits. At first they put
expiration dates on them,.she
said, but naw if the disability
s not temporary. they leave
the term indefinite.

The yellow cards should be
displayed on the dashboard or

" visor on the driver's side of the
car. The card’s front has the
wheelchair emblem, and lists
the Iocahty 1ssumg the permit,
the expiration date, and an
approval signature. The name
and address of the -disabled

person and conditions con-
cerning its use are on the
reverse.

Two cars recently parked in
the disabled parkmg spaces at
the Arnot Mall in Big Flats
illustrate the
1gnorance concerning theé
permits. One car had a
“disabled driver” sign taped to
the windshield, but did not
have the Ilegal,
permit. The driver of the
second car, properly showing
a permit, took time to
remonstrate about the misuse
of the ‘spaces by the able-
bodied and by disabled
without permits. She also told
of being upbraided once for
using the spaces. Although
not disabled herself, the
permit is issued (o her
husband, she explained, and

- her accuser was under the

mistaken impression that only
a disabled driver could use the
permit.
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J ean Haney

the Lord

She spoke with Kathy Sreedhar the
American agent for the children; explained
her situation; and Sreedhar said, “Let me
call India.” :

“When. I hung up, I prayed, ‘Lord stop it
here if it won’t work — or else let the

‘doors fling open.’ ™ ——

Twenty minutes later, Sreedhar'ea]led
back with the information that she had
been accepted as a prospective adoptive
parent. ,

“Now the Lord has 1o receive the glory
for this,” Ms. Haney said.

. It was on All Saints Day that year, after
an exhaustive process of screening and
filing forms and waiting, that she received
a phone call: “Congratulations, Mama!”

Kendra arrived seven months to the day
after that reading of the Psalms.

The dog cats the cat’s food; the cat
climbs up and around items of furniture
that she shouldn’t. Kendra displays for
visitors her cookbooks and her artwork,
done at the North Baptist Christian School
where math, gym and art are her favorite

_subjects. Nelghbors and friends stop by,

owasnomuyonewnllhelpoutwnhsome

“‘disabled.’ It’s realistic
as physically handicap;

said, she knows that “Eys

“In many ways, we¥;
Our family life is the s
have. Wg're really not |
Kendra s not responsibi
me. It’s ithportant for b
Ms. Haney said. A
In her office at-the ﬁf{
Blind, she cautioned, g ”t like the term
of my self
|, Is important to
face the fact that not Baﬁiﬂ
requn'es me to ask help &
ingenuity,” 1
She confides that oncs

_friend offered to pray

“healed” from her bli S
bristled that in commg,t i
Jesus she had already fet;
freed from certain ]

Through that experiéncs of healing, she
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