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Viewpoint: Sisters Reflect 

Chaplaincy: 
Ministry 
Of Following 

Hospital chaplaincy has 
helped me learn two 
languages. When 1 share 
sacraments with patients, I 
am breaking bread with men 
and women whose lives are 

teaching them the meaning 
of Jesus' life and death and 
rising. Often their learning is 
something they can share 
with me, through a hand­
clasp, a prayer, tears or a 
conversation. Always I am 
moved by the simple and 
profound signs of faith we 
share in our Church — 
bread, water, wine, oil. And 

the hospital world enhances 
the signs of our celebration^ 

— the cup of cold water I 

— the soothing with m 
and touch I 

M 
— the persistent offerirl 

of nourishment 

— the bathing arj 
cleansing and binding 
wounds. 

Penance and pucharl 
and Sacrament of the Sf™ 
speak in a language 
derstood here. In thd 
ordinary gestures, Gl 
offers healing to a |p 
through ordinary people. | | 
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The other shared 
language of hospital and 
Church is that which ex­
presses concern for the 
quality of human life. I had 
learned, before beginning 
chaplaincy, of the wealth of 
Church teaching on human 
dignity, the meaning of 
suffering, right to health 
care, workers' rights, etc. 
Until this ministry, however, 
my learning and, I suspect, 
my teaching, were in the 
abstract The plunge into 
hospital ministry was the 
equivalent of having 
theology teachers say, "For 
your final exam, talk to 
people. Ask the 30-year-old 
mother of four about 
contraception. Discuss ERA 

with the woman personnel 
director. Listen to the in­
tensive care physician, two 
ICU nurses, three family 
members and one patient 
about euthanasia. Hear the 
dying man review his life. 
Interview a maintenance 
worker and a nurse On the 
workers' right to organize." 

Patients, families and 
hospital staff work together 
daily to respond to such 
issues and questions. The 
faith with which people 
make difficult decisions has 
enriched my life! The 
communion of saints with 
whom I am personally 
acquainted has greatly 
increased in number. 

Chaplaincy, like all 

pastoral ministry, is 
leadership ministry. In my 
experience, it is also a 
ministry of following. The 
hospital chaplain is invited 
to 'follow other Christians to 
work, to follow them to 
hospital beds and waiting 
rooms. There they com­
municate in signs that cross 
through pain and death. 
There they speak about and 
make difficult decisions. 
There they are still, and 
know that God is truly God 
with them, promising a time 
when mourning and tears 
will be no more and the 
healing work complete. 

(Sister Susan Schantz, 
SSJ, is chaplain at Highland 
Hospital, Rochester.) 
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Yes, your present kitchen can be the most beautiful you've ever seen • and at about 
naif the cost of remodeling. I 
TOCHTORM makes It possible by letting you bring to life that kitchen of your 
dreams. Choose vivid new colors...create imaginative combinations..^ enjoy the 
rich tones of rare and expensive wood. Select styles from elegant to eaty going. 

i n c. 
(in two days time) 

i 

before stripped wimad 

You're choosing quality 
and installed. 

the best in home modernization, entirely cpstOm fitted 

Aai it can at take place hi about two days. The mess, confusion, inconvenience 
and expense of remodeling Is all unnecessary. I i 
It's like magic! Yet there's no trick to it at ail. 4 

Kitchen Refadnz at V2 the 1 
Cost of Complete Remodeling 

•Removal of old existing door and drawer fronts. I 
• Custom covering of old frames and sides with wood venefr or 
custom formica. _^ 

•Installation of custom wood raised panel doors or custom formica 
doors and drawer fronts. 

•All new self-closing hinges and new hardware installed. 
•All work and materials fully guaranteed. 1 

We Also Manufacture: 
•Custom wood furniture •Countertops and f Unities 
•Custom Formica furniture •Custom wood and custom 
•^cs^ntertpfs ^ ^ Formica Kitchens 
•Custom well treatments f 
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CALL TODAY FOR 

FREE ESTIMATE 
TECHFORM - TRANSFORM TOTALLY 

TECHFORM group Inc. 

777 CULVER RD 
BOCHE«TCR,N.Y.14tOt 

Introductory Offer Expkes February 16th 

288-4100 


