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Public Assistance Subject of Meeting 

Chalice Presentation 
At its annual Lincoln Day Dinner, the Bishop James E. 
Kearney Assembly 4th Degree Knights of Columbus . 
presented the 1981 Memorial Chalice to Rev. Mr. \ 
George Heyman, deacon at St. Ambrose in Iron- r 
deqnoit Above, Father John Gagnier, faithful friar; 
James McCormick, faithful navigator; Deacon Heyman 
and his parents, Mary Ellen and George Heyman, and 
their daughter Patricia. Rev. Mr. Heyman will be 
ordained to the priesthood on April 24 in St. Ambrose 
Church. 

Reflections 
Of Ministers 
Of Hospitality 

By Paul Oliver 
We have had ministers of 

hospitality for over a year 
now in our parish, and it has 
been a very enjoyable ex
perience for the total 
community. The ministry 
itself, while the title is new, 
combines both the old 
ministry of usher and the 
new ministry of greeter. 

We began this ministry in 
its renewed form about a 
year ago during a Ministry 
Day planned for our 
liturgical ministers. At this 
Ministry Day, men and 
women who expressed an 
interest in learning more 
about parish hospitality 
were helped to approach 
ushering in a warm, friendly 
manner. They learned that 
this was a very old ministry, 
going back to the early 
church, and that it was being 
brought back to the fullness 
that it once enjoyed. 

After serving in their 
chosen ministry as Ministers 
of Hospitality for our 
community for over a year, I 
thought it would be in
teresting to talk to some of 
these individuals, and to ask 
them to share their insights 
with the readers of this 
column. The following is a 

- result of my conversations. 
One couple responded, 

"One of the first things that 
struck us as we entered this 
ministry was that we could 
experience it as a couple. 
Before Vatican II and the 
liturgical renewal, this 
ministry was reserved for the 
men of our parish, and now 
for the first time at our 
parish women had been 
chosen along with men!" 

One of our men reflected, 
"One of the most fulfilling 
parts of the ministry to me 
has been that of greeting the 
people before Mass, and 
saying goodbye at the end of 
the celebration. Welcoming 
people, especially those who 
are new to our community, 
and helping acquaint them 
with other members of the 
parish has led me to a deeper 
appreciation, of the com
munal nature of the liturgy, 
and helps reveal to me, 
personally,' what a true 

Christian community can 
be." 

Along the same line of 
thought,. another person 
said, "I never realized that 
by the way we welcome 
people we can influence the 
mood that is set at the 
liturgy, actually making it 
one of celebration. I find 
myself hoping that the 
people I greet will be able to 
better enter more fully into, 
the celebration." 

A woman responded, 
""'One aspect of the ministry, 

and one that we (she shares 
her ministry with her 
husband) entered into with 
some trepidation, was that 
of taking up the collection. 
We were not completely 
comfortable with the idea of 
collecting money. As a 
woman, I was a little fearful 
of treading on that last 
bastion of the male usher. A 
woman taking up the 
collection! But, after 
discussing it, we realized 
that this is the way that most 
of the members of the 
community shared < in the 
mission of the Church, and 
'that these contributions 
should not be hidden. 
Rightfully, the people's 
monetary contributions 
should be presented with the 
other gifts of bread and wine 
as the offering of the 
community. I was also very 
pleased with the way in 
which our community 
immediately accepted 
women in all of the various 
functions of this ministry, 
including taking up the 
collection!" 

One couple summed up 
the reactions of their fellow 
ministers when they said, 
"We have felt very fulfilled 
as we have shared our 
ministry over the past year, 
and this feeling that we get 
as we welcome our brothers 
and sisters to our Eucharistic 
celebration has helped us to 
grow in our faith and love of 
Jesus Christ." 

For myself, and for the 
entire community, I wish to 
commend our Ministers of 
Hospitality, and relay to 
them our heartfelt gratitude 
for helping our community 
grow in our faith and love of 
Jesus Christ. 

(Paul Oliver is the 
chakaersoa of the Litargy 
Co—irtee at S t Monica's 
Parish and a member of the 
Diocesan Liturgy Com-

By Michael Groden 

Area residents filled the St. 
Michael's Auditorium last 
week to hear testimony on 
why New York State public 
assistance should be raised] 
from its current level. 

An eight-member 
ecumenical panel heard 
testimony from several in;/! 
dividual welfare recipients and] 
12 representatives of socialf 
agencies that deal with public! 
assistance. II 

The welfare hearings cam4| 
as a result of Gov. Hugrj 
Carey's recent statement or 
public assistance, saying thai J 
the rate of payment should 
increase. Welfare rates havil 
remained the same since 197^ 
despite of the inflationary 
spiral the economy has 
suffered the past years. 

Critics of the Carey in 
crease say that the prop 
amounts are not in keeping 
with the current inflatiorfj 
rates and want the state te 
allocate more. 

The panel gathered to heap 
testimony on the publif 
assistance situation to prepar|! 
for an Albany meeting witf 
area legislators, to presen| 
what they had learned. 

Panei members are Bishoj 
Matthew H. Clark; Bishoi 
Robert Spears, Episcopi 
Diocese of Rochester; Re\ 
Carroll Turner, Monro! 
Baptist Association; RabtL 
William Blank, Tempi! 
Emanu-El; Rose TantalkH 
president of Charles Set; 
tlement House; Ive t t | | 
Salgado, Action for a Bettel 
Community; Ann Nelson! 
president of Church Worneif 
Uni ted; and M a r l 
Greisberger, president of 
Genesee Settlement House, I 

Those who testified 
described living conditions fo 
welfare recipients. Marg| 
Schmale, from the Monro 
Welfare. Justice Coalition 
dealt with the "myths tha 
exist" about those ofe 
assistance. One myth, Serif 
male said, was that a l 
recipients are simply lazg 
individuals who do not warp 
to work. She said that "a fern 
hours of research in th | 
library" would show that til' 
number of welfare clients arl 
directly proportionate wit! 
the employment statistics 

Parish Offeis 
Lenten Series 

A Lenten series of "mini 
courses" is planned at Holl 
Spirit Parish, Penfield. T b | 
series will begin at 7:45- p.ng 
on consecutive Sunday! 
starting on March 8 at Holt 
Spirit, 1355 Hatch Rd. 1 

• ' I 
Course offerings are The 

Bible: What it Tells Us, led bf 
Father Frederick Busl 
pastor; Portraits of Jest 
Through the Gospels, 
Father George Heyma^ 
deacon intern at St. Ambrost§ 
Fulfilling the Promise: | 
History of the Church, b | 
Father James Wolfe, associai 
pastor at Holy Spirit; aria 
Types of Prayer Centerirl 
Jesus, Scripture, Healing, wiffi 
Brother Ronald Howe, CFf, 
from Bishop Kearney H i p 
School. j 

Registrations are requir 
by March 2 and they may! 

. obtained by calling t\ 
Religious Education Offic 
671-5680. All those interested 
in the courses are invited | y 
the Christian Educatifh 
Committee. I 

the county. When unem
ployment figures rise, so do 
welfare applications. When 
unemployment goes down, so 
do welfare applications, 
proving welfare recipients will 
work when work is available, 
she said. ! 

Another myth is that the 
majority of welfare ap
plications come from women 
and that once they are on the 
welfare roles they stay on 
them forever, Schmale said. 
Again citing statistics, she said 
that when women have an 
opportunity to work, they 
work. f 

i -

• A woman receiving public 
assistance described her life to 
the panel as "like being made 
to feel like a beggar." 

She said that she had never 
been on welfare before and 
that it took a great deal of 
thought to make her decision. 
"It came to the point that I 
had to decide between keeping 
my pride, or letting my 
children suffer," she said. 

i 

After the formal hearings 
panel members voiced their 
reactions to the problems that 
they had just heard. Bishop 
Clark . said that he felt 
"challenged" by what was said 
at the hearing and that he was 
committed to bringing their 
message to public attention, 
both in the Catholic com
munity and to our area 
representatives in Albany. 

Bishop Spears said his 
reaction to the testimony-was 
one of "anger." He said that 
many of the country's 
priorities are done in a way 
Jhat "boxes out the poor." He 
felt that tax.cuts and other 
cutbacks in government 
spending should not include 
those programs that benefit 
the poor. 

Rabbi Blank said, "my eyes 
have been opened" hi regard 
to public assistance, and that 

he was angered by what he 
heard and would work to 
remedy the situation. 

t . CHECK 
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Before You Invest 
in that 

SPECIAL ORIENTAL RUG 
• i 

i92T5 ARSEN SflUCKIAN 
106 East Avenue / 325-5351 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30 Thurs. til 9 

Put your 
House in 
the Pink! 

Insulate now... 
Before winter 

gets you. 
• Winter's cold means high 

fuel bills. 
• Beat the cold and the 

crunch with another layer 
of Owens-Corning's pink 
Fiberglass insulation. 

• Hurry. Do now, before 
winter gets you. 

Savings vary. Find out why 
in the seller's fact sheet on R-
values. Higher R-values mean 
greater insulating power. 

247-3830 Your Lumber Number 

iMuuft! 

w 
A CATHOLIC 
TV MAGAZINE 

. . . About the People 
and the presence of today's Catholic Church 

in the Rochester Diocese 

beginning Week of March 1 st 

rrvr TXjfl" Rochester: Sunday a t 10 a.m. Channel 31 
TTWT Syrac" 8 6 : Saturday a t 12 p.m. Channel 9 
I N Blmira: Monday a t 7 p.m. Channel 36 

ma 
Brought to you by 

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 
media-communications 

TRANT'S STILL AT OUR 
OLD ADDRESS AND 

DOING BUSINESS AS USUAL 

GOOD NEWS FOR SEEKERS: To alh wrro have been seeking the 
Marvel Comic book or̂  the life of St. Francis, we will have it shortly. 

FOR FRIENDS OF THOMAS MERTON: In the early part of March 
Msgr. William Shannon's new book will be available. 

"Thomas Merton's Dark Path" 
Reserve your copies of the above books early. 

LENT begins March 4 i— shop now while selections are complete. 

HEADQUARTERS for jail your FIRST COMMUNION needs — veils, 
ties, prayer books, rosaries. 

TRANT'S 
| Church Supplies and Religious Articles 
' 96 Clin ion Ave. N. 454-1818 
i - i . 
! Op«n Mon. through Sat. 8 to 5:30 
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