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Editorials

We realize that because of "weeklyitis" we are late
in joining in the celebration over the freedom finally
granted to our 52 American brothers and sisters.
So, please, dear reader, allow us nevertheless, to join
in the celebration. Frankly, we just don't want to be
left out of perhaps the most joyous news event in
many years.
And we won't get too wordy. Our message, in fact,
is short and simple: '
PRAISE THE LORD!

Chicago's Spies
Chicago, that city made infamous by police brutality
televised live during the Democratic Party national
convention of 1968, apparently has not learned
anything from it.
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vice, Richard Gutman, an attorney for the alliance,
said, "Because the 'Red Squad' started files based upon
vague political criteria, rather than law enforcement
concerns, no group was-safe from inclusion."
Among the groups spied upon: the National Council
of Churches, Catholic Interracial Council, Ecumenical
Institute of the. Church Federation of Greater
Chicago, Latin American Ministerial Association,
Archdiocesan Latin American Committee, Baha'i
Center, Protestants and Other Americans for
Separation of Church and State, American Friends
Service Committee, Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, Jewish War Veterans, American Jewish
Congress £nd the Anti-Defamation League.
But they are only some of the religious groups
considered by Mayor Jane Byrne and her police force.
Others included the United Auto Workers, the PTA,
the League of Women Voters, the NAACP, Urban
League, the Atlantic Monthly' and the Planned
Parenthood Assn.
When police forces in American cities resort to such
spying and infusion of organizations such as the PTA
or the Chicago Archdiocesan Latin American
Committee, how are they performing differently from
the very subversions they are supposed to be opposing?

The Chicago Police Department has established a
^subversive unit" which spies on groups the police
deem "subversive," we must presume.

A Shameful Society

The Alliance to End Repression, along with the
American Civil Liberties Union, is suing the city to
stop the practice. According to Religious News Ser-

For want of a better name, let's call it The Society.
We all have long known about it through newspapers,
books, movies, radio and television. In no way, is it
new.
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Fr. Louis J.
Hohman

The Open Window

Being
Saved
Dear Father Hohman,
There's afriendof miae at
work who asked me the
other day if I were "sited."
Fraakiy, I didn't know what
to say to him. I know that we
were taught in school that
Jesas Christ died on the
cross to save as bat I dida't
know what he meant by
being saved. Could you help
me to understand what be is
trying to say? He gave me
the very definite impression
that he was saved and that I
wasn't and I probably should
do something about it It
there is something I should
do, what bit?
(signed) T.R.
DearT.R.
I am not all that certain
that.I understand exactly
what your friend means
either. If he means that
because Jesus died on the
cross for him and he has
made a deliberate single act
of accepting Jesus as his
savior and from then on
nothing else matters, then I
don't think I could accept
what he is saying.
Perhaps the best way to
approach this is- to list a
series of truths which
hopefully will fit together
and show you where you
could or should be at. These
truths are: (1) From our very
origins we are a flawed
people; that is, we are not
what we could and should be
and we are also incapable of
becoming what we could or
should be on our own. (2)
Jesus Christ, Son of God,
Word made flesh, entered
totally into our. human
nature and became one of us
so that by his perfect
obedience he might take
away the flaw which we
suffer. (3) Jesus offers us a
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