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‘At $2.5 Million

Plans for a ten-year, $2.5 million. development’

program at Aquinas Insutute are now formally under
way. .

Following months of preparation by the Basilian-
Fathers, schooltboard members, and dozens of alumni
volunteers, the economic program is geared to
“preserve the half-century Aquinas tradition and
continuance of the Basilian Fathers' influence in the
education of area youth according to an Aquinas
release

The development project is the fxrst major fund
raising campaxgn in Aquinas history. Those involved
with- the campaign are confident that the current
appeal will receive widespread response.

In a statement issued by the Aquinas Board of

" Trustees, it was said, “Aquinas performs a very vital

mission for the Church, the diocese and the com-

munities within it and every effort must be made ‘to
maintain this role.

- “AS edumtional needs change, we must plan for ‘

the future. What was good and adequate in the past
must be continually updated and expanded . . .

“Included in this fund is the need to expand the
offerings of our curriculum, the establishment of a
sabbatical system for teachers, and the necessity of
keeping the faculty wage scale juy and adequate inour
mflated economy.”

Funds ralsed during the ten-year program will go
towards needed school renovation and property
maintenance, including a new roof for the $5-year-old
building, insulation and.the winterizing of windows
and doors, and renovation of the chapel and science
laboratorics, - ]

. Money will also be used.to keep student tuition
charges as reasonable as possible;so that “a Christian_
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education might be offered for families of various .

incomes.”

The ten-year fund raising program is divided into
two phases. Phase one, spanning the next three years,
is designed to take care of Aquinas’ immediate needs

(building, refurbishing grounds, maintenance, etc.).
Phase two will set up a long-range endowment fund

that will provide academic scholarships, student
financial assistance, faculty advancement, curriculum
development and future preventive maintenance.

Phase two will also provide an expansion of
Aquinas’ sports facilities, including a new gymnasium,

.locker areas and rcnovatxon of the existing facilities.

The school is currently working hard to make

ends meet. “Current economic stresses pose an -

ongoing challenge to - the .ability of Aquinas to
guarantee a Catholic education, Cusrent income at the
school meets regular operational costs through good

management,” the release said.

To illustrate, the tuition is currently $990, while
the true cost of an Aquinas education is in reality
$1,500 per year. In comparison, recent figures for

" Monroe County indicate that it costs $2,500 to
. educate each student in the public high schools. - )

While keeping the tuition at a reasonable level,
the dilemma is how to provide for capital .im-
provements to buildings and grounds and for con-
tinued investment in human development over the
next ten. years '

The Basilian Fathers together with dozens of
Aquinas volunteers have dedicated themselves to
keeping the “spirit of Aquinas alive.” Father Joseph J.
Moffatt, Aquinas principal, defined the spirit, saying,
“What is Aquinas but the true extension of the
Catholic family. Qur vitality and spirit come from the
caring for each other. This school will always be alive
because the Aquinas spirit is forever.”

Aquinas _lmﬁmtc is
football powerhouse. Thro!

1930 when football was int ‘
Irish football teams brought na
the Dewey Avenue school.’| | ]

‘From 1930-1945, u
Aquinas football teams wi

“Town game watched by f

Red Wing Stadium (now S ' "

in the fali would find

Y capacity with Little Irish fa

In the 1970s Aqu
Holleder Stadium honorits
renowned alumni, Don
"~ Aquinas and later becan;
West Point. He was kll‘
1967,

Testimonial Dinner.

More recently, Aq
head coach Nick Teta, h
championships and have
polls.

In addition to féotb‘

in-a number of, other s

basketball, soccer, hocke
annual Aquinas Mission
school’s sports tradition. {

Aquinas sports we
Father Cy Carter, who,
Aquinas for more than! ]
© actively involved in all p.

I'I‘IZ thought of as &

years, beginning in

'uced to Aquinas, Little _
tional recognition to

Y ‘coach John Sullivan,
lost 29 and tied 8. In

of Harry Wright, and
Connelly, the football

9,

S
; than 23,000 people at

an All- American ¢nd at
m action in Vnetnam m

personified by the late
ed as athletic director at
years. Father Carter was
$ of Aquinas sports and is

T A OSRERR

Sports
Aquin
directc

‘those 1

Ir
sporis
gymng
ago, al
among




