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Plans for a ten-year, $2.5- million development
program at Aquinas Institute are now formally under

way.
T

Following months of preparation by the Basilian

- Fathers, school board members, and dozens of alumni

volunteers, the economic program is geared to

“preserve the half-century Aquinas tradition and

continuance of the Basilian Fathers’ influence in the
education of area youth,” accordmg to an Aquinas '
relcase ) . N
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The development project is the first major fund
raising campaign in Aquinas history. Those involved

_with the campaign are confident that the: current’
appeal will receive widespread response. ’

In a statement issued by the Aquinas Board of
Trustees, it was said, “Aquinas performs a very vital
mission for the Church, the diocese and the com-
munities within it and every effort must be made to
maintain this role.

“As educational needs change, we must plan for 5
" the, future. What was good and ‘adequate in the past

must be continually updated and expanded

" “Included in this fund is the need to expand.the
offerings of our curriculum, the establishment of a
sabbatical system for teachers, and the neoessity of

" keeping the faculty wage scale just and adequate in our

inflated economy

Funds _ralsed during the ten-year program will go
towards needed school renovation and property

- maintenance, including a new roof for the 55-year-old-

building, insulation and the winterizing of windows
and. doors, and renovation of the chapel and science
laboratories.

Money wrll also be used to keep student tuition
chargm as reasonable as possnble so that “a Christian

H

" ends meet.
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- The ten-year fund raising program is divided into
two phases. Phase-one, spanning the next three years,
is designed to take care of Aquinas’ immediate needs
(building, refurbishing grounds, maintenance, etc.).
Phase two will set up a long-range endowment fund
‘that will provide academic scholarships, student
financial assistance, faculty advancement, curriculum
development and future preventive maintenance.
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Phase two will also provide an expansion of -

Aguinas’ sports facilities, including a new gymnasium,
locker areas and renovation of the existing facilities.

"The school is currently working hard to make
“Current economic stresses pose an
ongoing challenge to the ability of Aquinas to,

guarantee a Catholic education. Current income at the

school meets regular operational costs 'through good
management,” the release said.

To illustrate, the tuition is currently $990, while
the true cost of an Aquinas education is in reality
$1,500 per year. In comparison, recent figures for
Monroe County indicatc that it costs $2,500 to
educate each student in the public high schools. -

' While keeping the tuition at a reasonable Ievel
the- dilemma is how to provide for capital im-
_ provements to burldmgs and grounds and for con-
tinued -investment in human development over the
next ten years.

The Basilian Fathers, together with dozens of
Aquinas volunteers have dedicated themselves to
keeping the “spirit of Aquinas alive.” Father Joseph J.
Moffatt, Aquinas principal, defined the spirit, saying,
“What is Aquinas but the true extension of the

Catholic farnily. Qur vitality and spirit come from the .

caring for each other. This school will always be alive
" because the Aqumas spiritis forcver
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