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Word for Sunday

" Darkn&ss

And Light
Sunday’s Readings: (R3)

Mt 4:12:23. (R1) Is. 8:23.

9:3. (R2) 1 Cor. 1:10-13,17.

. Darkness and hght are
common symbols of good
and evil. In World War 11
there were blackouts all over
the Western world — street
lights were turned off and
windows. were covered- A
popular song was, “When

*| the lights come on agam, all

-pver the world.”
When Isaiah wrote

Sunday’s first . reading,
darkness had come upon the
northern Kingdom of Israel.

The land once inhabited by
the tribes of ‘Asher, Naphtali
and Zebulun was overrun by
powerful Assyria. Some of
its people were deported; the
| rest lived under the cloud of

PR

“in darkness.”
Isaiah, 1o give hope to his

“joy like that»:ﬂarmer feels at

oocupatlon — they walked'

countrymen, foretold that
the lights would comé on
again. And the restoration,
he prophesied, would begin
precisely where the
disruption had started — in
Galileg, the land of Zebulun
arid Naphtali.

For Matthew, Jesus -
fulfilled Isaiah’s’ prophecy.
Jesus "was the great light

. who made all things clear

and all roads safe and brings

harvest time. ,

Matthew shows ~ Jesus’
ministry as beginning in
Galilee. That was'a good
place to start. At the time of
Jesus there were 204 villages
in Galilee having a

population of at least 15,000
people. That meant there
were over three million

_people in an area that was

only 50 miles from north to
saquth and 25 miles from east

_to west.

Then, too, the Galileans
were a people mdst open to a

 mixed - one of

new message. G
called “heathen Gglilee,” for
two reasons. irst, the
country was surr¢unded by

heathens: Phoaneé‘xa on the -
- west, Syria on '

he north,
Decapolis on the
Samaria on the so!
too, its populati

th. Then,
n was a
Jew and
heathen. As a rtesult, its
people were open-thinded, s
much so that the more
orthadox Jew of
branded them

living in darkn

did they believ

“people
" Never
Istael’s

- deliverance woqld come

from such a people,
The synagogue, {00, was

* also a good spot {0 start the
‘go,o& news. The

ynagogue
service lent itself (to a new
preacher. It “comsisted of

. prayers, scripture readings .

and an address given by
anyone who had ythmg to
say. Naturally{, Jesus,
because of His popularity,
was called upon agam and
again to speak at’ these
servnces

The fact that
used the term . ‘‘their
synagogue” reflects the time
when Matthew w[as writing.
He wrote abou
when there was|a definite
break between- Jews and
Christians.- The | Jews of

Matthew.

85 AD

j:’hlee was

east, and -

Judea .

/

.larfima had interdicied
Ch tians . as fallen-away-

hkeﬁ
, gosz:el

'grqde Jimmy was in the

ap
togLfather after school. One |
aft(égnoon they played later
- th ‘ll] usual. It got dark, a
StQ blew up; theré¢ was
l'a 1,
Jofihnie had no one to take’
hifi

I

P

Joy

bl;' brother Bill.
E?“hg‘m and their dog Rex|
2

light, to pierce the darkness.

It

w:q}a his gospel to prove to

theh
longa

J%fhen a light appeared. It
tu

Lﬁ‘ Matthew counteted

‘that Jesus was: the
waited Messiah, since
ulfilled the prophecies
the one in Sunday's|’

Shnnie was in the third

:nd They lived in the
try about half a mile
. Often .they played

thunder, lightning.

home. He stood on the
h, frightened and afraid

N = .

into the farm where
@ nnie was stranded. His|
with a

come to- light Johnnie
:
Christ came like a great
f L e Response we pray,
Tine Lord is my light and
salvation.” We might

nder and ask ourselves,
ow is Christ a light to

“Adventure in Singleness”
is the title of a special retreat

which will be offered at the -
13-15. Father -

Cenacle Feb.
Paul Hansen, CSSR, superior
of the Redemptorist
Provincialate in Toronto, will

fead the retreat which focuses .

on awakening and en-
couraging Christian single
people to know who they are
as Christians. and as singles
today. Details and reser-
vations are available by

. calling the Cenacle Ministry

Office (716) 271-8753..

Deaths

J F. Donoghue

Mass of Christian Burial

was
Theodore’s Church Jan. 13

for Jerémiah F. Donoghue

who died Jan. 10, 1981.

Mr. Don?)'ghue, was a
member of the American

Legion Dowd Posi 98, and the
- Electrical Umon, Local86. -

He is survived by his wife,
Josephine C. Donoghue; a son
Michael; a daughter, Amy; his

. mother, Amy; brothers and
sisters, Mrs. Edward
(Margaret) Blodgett, Mrs.
Helen Mikel, William D., M.
Joseph, and John M.

Donoghue; as well as several
- nieces and nephews and aunts

and uncies. .

' D.J. Donoghue

- Funeral rites were
celebrated at St. Monica’s
Church, Jan. 14 for Daniel J.
D%noghue who died Jan. 11,
1981.

A veteran of World War 1,

Mr. Donoghue is survived by
his wife,- Amy; his children,

Mrs. Margaret (Edward)
Blodgett, Mrs. Helen Mikel,

William D., M. Joseph .and
- John M. Donoghue; 13
two"" great

. grandchildren;
grandchildren; his sisters, Mrs.
Margaret
Ireland,

as several niieces and nephcws

celebrated ~at St. .

Coughlan = of
and Mrs. Nora
McCarthy of Elmont;-as well
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“It’s mq*e'
- goeutJ not_‘

i

know an answer.

RG&E specxahst

“When a customer comes in. [ may - {4
not have all the answers, all the time,
but | aiways get him an honest |
answer.” Dennis Rose sees or talks|to
twenty or more customers a day. Some
conversations last twenty minutes,
several hours. When Dennis doesn’

he gets it from .

with a special problem . ..
them accordingly." With inflation
into everyone's income, a lot of
customers come to Dennis to try
work out special bill paying arrange-
ments. Or cut their energy waste.
It's his job to listen. And help..

“Every persen is a special individ\:r h

few

and youitreat

ting
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Dennis Rose,
tomer Service Representative

2" “It's nice to see them go out—not happy

Zip,

“| really feel good being able to say
“We'll be able to work something out.
Mrs. Burke.” When a customer is
sincerely trying to'pay his bills but is
having a hard time. we knock
ourselves out to make it easier for
him or her to work
out special plans. ol
{ to provide whatever g;i? o
help is needed.

all the time. but understanding.” High
‘bills don't make anyone happy. Not-even
RG&E employees like Dennis who pay
full undiscounted energy bills. just like
you. With hard times upon us, you may
want to know more about-bill paying
programs and efficient energy use. If
you do, Dennis and RG&E. can help.
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