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I wish to reaffirm andstress here that thlS meve in no
way is infended to sngna] a lack of conﬁdence n the

" potential of our dlocese to foster and develop vocations to

the priesthood. Earher this year, 1 appointed Reverend
Thomas Valenti to serve as:Vocations Dtrector. Itisan
important work and depends heavily on’ the prayers and",
support of all of us. I am convinced that .many of our,
young people are bemg called to the pnesthood It is our
taskto foster and-nurture that call. The:de€ision to close
St. Bernard’s will offer some new challenges\ and a variety

of options for our young men preparmg for thew

pnesthood T . 5

"

. Such a decxsxon 1mpacts on many hves aqd many
programs in.our dlocese ,
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£The Semmanans must now complete'thenr studxes in c
other seminaries. Other programs; such as’ continuing -
edumtzon, permanent diaconate of the|: semmary must be
adjusted in light of this decision. Fi ally, thiere “is the

question of the future use of the buildings. themselves. I -
am asking the Senunary Board, the Faf:ulty and my staff"
fo work 4ogether in the challengmg ks mvolved m the

penod of transmon.

+Most Reverend Matthew H. (llark D D
Btshop of Rochester R S




