. - are calléd on

..

-,

e -the mﬂrctlon of- ceprtal pumshment. There is and has beena :
.> -cértain sense-that .even® in~ those. cases. where: serioys - -
.-justifications can be. offered for the. tiecessity of taking life, ..
- those 'who are identified ‘in a special way with Christ. should -
S ‘refrain-from taking life. We believe:that this shold bé-taken- .
- as an indicatior ‘of the deeper;desrres -of ‘the churchas it -
.. . responds to.the Story. of God’.gmdempnve andforgrvrng fove -

' -fasmamfestmthehfeot'hrsSon

Wrth respect to the drfﬁcultres rnherent in eaprtal h

punEhment, we note first that infliction of the death penalty”

extmgmshes possibilities for feform and rehabilitation for the °
" . person executed as well as the opportunity for the criminalto

" make some creative compensatron for the evil he has done: Tt .
. "also cuts off the possibility of a newbegmrungandofmoral
' growth ina human life which has been seriously deforimed.

. Second, the rmposmon ‘of eeprtal pumshment mvoltes the -
‘ possrbrhty ‘of mistake. I this respect; it is. not different from -

other legal processes, and it- must be granted-our legal system
- shows_considerabie: care. for.. the -rights “of. defendants 4

capital cases. But- the; -possibility: of mistake -cannot ‘be;

seliminated from the system Becausé- death terminates the

. possibilities of conversion and growth. and:support- that we - -
.can share with each other, we regard-a mistaken: infliction of. © -
the death penalty with a special- horror, even whrle we retain

,.v‘ourtrustmGodslovmgmerey Y

“part a consequerice‘of the safeguards and the opportunitiés

{or appeal which the Iavz provides.for defendants but:it also. .
nxiety and uneertarnty bothabout

- credtes a long period-of;
“the poesibrhty of life.and about the necessity of reorienting’

- one’s life. Delay-also diminishes the effectiveness of capital .°
. punrshment as a deterrent, for it:makes the death.penalty

" uncertain and remote. Death Row can be ‘the scene of

" conversion ~and “spiritual* growth but it also produees :

V almlessness, fear: and despalr

o

Fourth, we beheve that the actual carrying, out of the

" - death’ penalty bfings. with it great and.avéidable anguish for

" the cnmmal ‘fot; hrs‘familyartdloved ones, and for those who

| Of to witness the execution. Great:’

writers $uch ’&"Sl’fakespeare and Dostoevsky in‘the'pastand -

‘Camus ‘arid ‘Orwell in -oiir- own {ime have given us vivid -

- pictures of the terrors-of executron not merely for the vrctrm .
_butalsoforbystanders o » _' ’ ‘

* justifiability of the death penalty and-at a time when
. executions have been - rare,, executions atiract enormous

publrcrty, much' gf rt unhealthy, and stir consrderable L

e -‘ ,khA Z‘;.’.'v;, -

Srster Jean Rodman remmds the chlldren of St. Nrcholas’ story.

s acrlmony in publrc dISCl.lSSIOll On the other hand |£ a

substantial” proportron of the more than' 500° pérsons now
under sentence of death.are executed, a. great public outery -
‘can safely -be- predlcted ‘In neither case is the American”

" public likely to develop a sensé that- the work of )ustrce is
. bemg done wrth fairpess and: ratlonahty

Slxth there isa wrdespread behef that .many convrcted

-'cnmmals are senfericed to death in. an -unfair and
Adrscnmmatory ‘manner. This-belief can be affirméd with "
‘certain qualifications. There is a éertain presumpnon ‘that if
 specific evidencé of_ bias or discrimination in sentencing can..
be provided for particulir casés, then higher courts will not

. tuphold: séntences.of death in thése cases. But we must also; -

ireckon with a legal system- which, while it does ‘provide -
" counsel for indigent defendants, permits those who are well

" off to obtain the resources and, the. taleni to present thelr .
- tzswmasconvmcmga hghtaspossrble . .

- ‘The'- legal system and the criminal Justroe system both
- ..j work in‘a-society- which bears in its psychological, social and
' econormic patterns the miark of racism. These marks remain |

" long aftér the demolition of segregauon asalegal i institution.

The end result of all this is a sitiation in which those.con;
‘demned to die are nearly always poor and are drspropor
tronately black. Thus 47 percent of the inmates on Deéath
Row:are black; whereas only ll pereent of the Amencan

_ populatron is black
'l’hrrd, ‘the legal rmposmon of caprta] p mshment in ‘our
society involves;long and-inavoidable delays. Thisis in large -

PR

* Wedo not propose ' the ‘abolition of capital pumshment as

g a srmple solution to the problems of ‘crime and violence. As
* .. “we observed earlier, we do not believe ‘that any simple and -

comprehensive solutron is possible. We-affirm thdt there is a

- special.need to offer sympathy and support for the victims of .
" violent crime and their families, Our. society should not,
~flinch | from contemplatmg the suffermg that violent crimes °
- - brings to so many when it destroys life, shatters famrhes and :
A crushes the: hope of the mnooent - Co

Recognmon of thrs suffering should not lead to demands )

e lfor vengeance but to firm resolution that help be.given-to the .
- . ‘victims of crime and ‘that justice be done fairly. and swiftly,

Flfth, in. the present srtuatron of drspute over the ’

"The care and'the support that we give-to the victims of crime

- should be both compassionate' and practical. The public-

response’ to crime should include . the relief of financial -
dlstress caused\by crlme and the provrsron of medrcal and

"
w0 T LAy P
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-~ will joint the' Adult-Choir at St.
~Leo’s -Church, Hilton, for, 2

- :special coricert celebrating the g
" Feast of the Epiphany,‘at 7

.p-m. on Sunday, Jan. 4. Each

-~ choir -will- peﬂ”orm separately
.- and a"combined -presentation
<. of “Where is He”“ by Maxirie;
W, Posegate wrll conclude the

. oncert. The concert is dpen ® |

10" the pubhc, admnssnon rs

. psychologlcal treatment to fthe extent that these are requlred
. and helpful It is"the special responsrbrhty of the church to

provide'a community.of faith and trust in which God's grace

- -can heal the personal and: ‘spiritual wounds caused by crime

and in which we can all- grow by sharmg one anothers'

L

burdensandsorrows 1 B .

1

We msrst that 1mportant changes are necessary i the"

correctional system.in order to make.it truly conducive to.the. -

“reform and. rehabilitation .of convicted crithinals and -their
.remtegratron into . Society. We also grant that _special .

precautions should be taken to ensure the safety of those - '

. who guard convrcts who are too dangerous to. return to
society.. . e -

Wwe mll on governments 0 cooperate rn vrgorous

.measures .against terrorists who threaten the safety ‘of the
* " general public-and who take the livés of the innocent. We

* acknowledge that ‘there is a pressing.need to.deal with those. . S

*socral conditions of - poverty and m]ustroe whrch,\ofteni'_' e

provrde the breedmg grounds for serious crime.-We urge
parucularly thie importance of restricting the easy availibility -

- of guns and other weapons of ‘violence. ‘We .oppose the
o glamorizing of violence in entertainment, and we deplore the -

effect of this on' children.: We affirm the neid for education

tor promote respect for. the human drgmty of all people )

- Al of these thmgs should form -part of a comprehensrve

’ , .‘commumty response fo the very real and pressing problems
Abohtron of the death penalty wrll not ehmmate racism .’
."and its effects, an: evil which we are called on to-conbat in -
© 1hany: différent ways. But it is a reasonable. judgment that -
 racist attitudes-and; the social | consequences of racism have ’
" . some influénce in determining Who is sentenced to dle in our’
- socrety Thrs we. do not’ regard as aeceptable@‘

presented by the prevalence of crime. and vrolence in. many e
partsofoursocrety BT -

’ We recogmze that many cmzens may. beheve that caprtal

- punishiient should be maintained as' a mtegral part of our -
“socigty’s. response to” the’ évils of crime, nor is.this position-
L rmcompatlble with.Catholic tradition. We acknowledge the -
- .depth and sincerity of their concern, we urge them to.review.
_ the consrderatrons we have offered whrch show bot'h theevils
rassoclated with caprtal punishment and the.harmdny of the . .~ ~

. abolition of capital punishment - with ‘the values of “the *

Gospel We urge theém to bear 'in mind that public decisions-

in this area affect.the lives, the hopes ‘and .the fears of men_ -

~ and women whio share both the misery and the. grandeur of .
-human life with us and who, like us, are among those smners
e whom the Son of Man came to save.

We urge our brothers and sisters in ‘Chirist to remember

*. the tedching of Jesus, who called us to be reconciled with’
' those who have injured us and to pray. for forgiveness. for our
- sins “as'we forgive those who have sinned agairist-us.” We
“call on you to contemplate the crucified Christ who.set us the .

supreme example of forgweness and of the tnumph of
compassronate love )
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. __.The Chrldren S Pralse Chorr

o QUALITY STANDARDS _
¢ DIGNITY IN SERVICE ‘
A;Q INTEGRITY :IN BUSINESS .~

—

".«'nmé,' gy |
.Y

FUNERAL HOME e
1118 LongPond Road '

«(near-Maiden IAIIEI

Ronald John Arndt |

= . - 225-6350
1 Personal and Dlgmfned Service

Parking for Over 70 Cars ..l s

' C arrier }
I-leatmg & Coolmg

Gas &.0il Furhace )
Central Air & Heat: Pumps

- Servuce&lnstallatrons )

BURNs-hANNA
FUNERALHOME
1mwmr ) 4575745

. Paul

“St. Vindent, Churﬁmne

o St Nrcholas paid-d visit to -

" the children.of St. 'Vidcent de
parish, - Churchville,
' “recently to accept gifts, grven
by the youngsters, . ‘to - be

presented in..turn tp poor'-.":
: " by St. Nicholas to Bethany
House llLth crty .

. childreninthe area. - .
The chlldren each brought,

.
¢ RN

" Holy Family, R

_The “Goodwillys™ of- Ho :
sponsor  -a

" Family." will -
' -~CommumonBreakfast after 8, -

-~ 10, and:"12i00;- Masses -on "
- -Sunday, Jan; 4. The, cost. of -
-+ the family breakfast is. ST per -
. person' *orVSS «per famllym; :

contaci. Marge
-328~l6 6.
. Papmeau at2356582

a present, sometrmes one of
their-own favorite. toys, and’ '

presénted: it .to " St. ' Nicholas - :
- after_a_special .parish family. -
--supper: held in- the church hall..

TFhe presents will be delivered ™

- 'For further

Dorothy

v

St Cecrlra,
Irondequort

- The Ladies’ .Giild at St ‘._
Cecrlras ;parish will hold an "’
*aerobic - dancmg exhlbmon; L.
7:30 p.m: on- P
Tuesday, Jan.-6. St. Ceilia’s is -

. "ated at 2732 Culver Rd .

starting.- at

T nons mustbe made to,_- -
-.attend, nio-later:thai Dec. 28. :
-information,

Pollotta a’

-James Rotsell. © o
.. Darrell O‘Brlan P

"139'Walnut St.
I‘Dral 935-91214«

SNLY %

.rorm BETLEM mc
CALL PAUL -

2718888 .
598 CIlnton Ave So

-

Gerould’
Pharmacres

S ‘Main St. and

. Church & Hoffman. |

'~,Elmira

Dellvery Serwce

733-6696

1270 Nortense, . -

Electromc Air Cleaners A K

P a u l W H a rri s
Ue FUNERAL HOMEINC DI
570 Kungs Hrghway South (corner Trtus)
anate rasket selerlron room
+2’o41 .

. .

Funeral Home

AIR )
- "CONDITIONEDI -




