Followmg*ns the text of the U.S. bshops statement on
. ., capital punishment, agreed ‘to ‘during the recent meeting| in'
o ‘Washington, D.C. Bishop ‘Matthew H. _Clarlt has said: that -
3 " . the_“‘statement: contains, rmportant Catholic ’principles
overy challengmg questlons. . l~ :

< In 1974 out of a commrtment to-the value and: dlgmty of |
human ltfe the U.S. Catholic Conference, by a substanti
majority, voted to declare its opposition to capital ‘panish- .
iént: As a former presrdent of the National Conference, of
Cathiolic Bishops pointed out in 1977, the issue of capi l
pumshment involves both profound Jegal and politi
" questions™as. well as “rmportant moral and religious. iseues.”

controversy and to raise moral questions that trouble many..
This is parucularly truein the aftermath of wrdely publici Z
- exécutions in Utah ‘and ‘Florida and as a result of public
4 realrzatron that there -are. now more ‘than_500 persons
’ awaltmg executlon in vanous prlsons m our country

In. resumptlon of . mprtal punishment after a long
. moratoriuin, which began in 1967, is the result of.a series of
decisions by the- U.S. Supreme Court. In the’ first of thes
decisions, Furmari vs. Georgia (1972), the court held that the
, death penaly as then administered did. constitute cruel and.
* unusual pumshment and so.was contrary to the Eighth

- court upheld death sentérices imposed under state stati

whlch had been revised by state legislaturés in the hope of
-~ --méeting the court’s requtrement-that the death penalty not
' ,arbrtrarlly . .

-

* statutes igave rise 10 extended pubhc debate regarding t
.- .-necessityiand advrsablhty of retaining the death- penalty \
. should note that much of this debate was carried-on in a time -
of mtense public concern about crime and violence.: For
~instance, i 1976 ‘alone, more than 18000 people we (
murdered m theU S. ; . .

. Cnucrsm of the madequacres of the crlmmal Jusuce systern
~ has.been widespread, even while spectacular crimes have
spread fear and alarm, particularly jn urban areas. All th

- factors make. it Jparticularly necessary that Christians forfy

- their views! on. this -difficult matter in-a prayerful .a d

reflective way ‘and that they show a respect and concernt r

the nghts of all. -

e

T We should acknowledge that in the public debate aboi t
capital pumsllment we are dealing. with values of the htg
lmportance respect for the. sanctity of “human life, -

" protection. of human life, the preservation of ordet in socret
and. the achrevement of justice through faw: In. confrontr
the problem of serious and viplent-crime in our socrety.
“WANt=to, protet%t the lives and- the sense. of secunty ‘both.
those ‘members of. socrety who may become the victims f
crinie and of -tk 08¢ in the: police-and in the law-enforceme
. system who-rup greater’ risks. In.doing this, however, W
must,bear in mind that crime is both-a mamfestatton of th
“ great mysterres of evil and:human. freedom and an aspect g
. the very. complex reality that is _contemporary socrety We -
-~ should not éxpeet simple or easy solutions-to what is
o “profound ‘evil, and -even .Jess should we rely on capita
L f -.punishment to provrde such.a soluuon Rather, wé must |
S . to the claims of justice’as these are-understood in the current

=

acknowledge as t'he Justrce of God

T Allowmg for- the fact that Cathohc teachmg has. accept
- the principle tha{-the state has the" ‘right to take the life of a
© person. guilty -of \an extremely sefious. crime, .and " that the
_state-may take approprrate ‘measures t0 protect itself and its

~ citizens from grave harm, . névertheless, - the question fdr

justifiable under present circumstances, Pumshment since-it
L rnvolves the dehberate infliction of evil on another, is always:
. X ustification. This. has normally taken the form:df:
: mdxcatmg soime |good which is’ t0. be--obtained - throug .
umshment oran evil whrch is. tobewarded off. -~ "~ o

.. The three Justlflcatlons tradluonally advanced Afar
- - - .punishment in- general are retribution, deterrerice, antl
“* reform, Reform or rehabilitation of the’ criminal cannot serve:

t asa ]ustrflcauon for capnal pumehment ‘which necessarrl

- way of life"that conforms.to the norms of society and
o the cnmmal but we should certainly :not think- that th

‘threat is.somehow, necessary for; God S grace to, touch ind t
transform human hearts :

imminence of capital pumshment may induce repentance rE

" further crimes, it is far from certain that i factually preven
e others fromi domg 50, Empmcal studles i this drea have n

preventmg others from commltnng crimes. There are stron
-reasons: t6" doubt
- dertaken in a sprnI of rational calculation which: waéuld
) mfluenced by a remote-threat of death. The-$mall number

AR .makes it séem highly unlikely that the threat will be carri
T outand s0 undercu the effecuveness of the deterrent

- The protectton of society and its. members from v10|en'
~ to which the deterr
-.contribute, is a value-of central and abiding i rmportance a
“We urge the for prudent firmness.in ensuring the safe
_of innocent ¢ ‘ns It-is important_to- remember- that- t
preeervatron der in. trmes of cml drsturbanee does not

A HA R

© And-so we find that this issue continues o ‘provoke - pu lre .

SRR Amendment io the Constitution. Subsequently, in 1976, the
cases and the ensuing r revrsron of state and feder 1

" théir. own sake, because this is-not the era of retribution; .

- . we beliéve that there:are serious considerations whigh should

- depend on the rnstttutron of mpltal pumshment the im-
_ position of - whic} righily ‘requires. a lenthy and complex
" process:in-our legal system. Moreaover, both in’its nature as
legal penalty and ‘in its practical conseguences, - capnal

: . punishment is- drfferent from the taking of- life in. legmmate

selfdefense or m defense of socrety. c

The thrrd Justrfymg purpose for pumshment is retnbutton
or- the réstoration of the-order. of justice which,has: been
" violated by thé action of the criminal. We grant that the need

for retribution_ does indeed justify pumshment ‘For the

practicé” of punrshment both presupposes a prévious tran-
sgression-, against the -law and .involves -the mvoluntary
deprivation-of certain goods. ‘But we maintain that this need
does not-require nor doés it: justify takmg the. life of the
- criminal, even mcasqof murder .

) ‘We’ must not’ remain unmmdful of theexample of Jesus J
. who urges upon us a teachmg of forbearance in the face of
evil and forgiveness of injuries. 1t is morally unsattsfactory

" and socially destructive for cnmrnals to gorunpums'hed,
‘the forms and limits of punishment. must be determined- by
* moral objectives which.go-beyond the mere inflicting -of
injury on the guilty. Thus-we would regard it as barbarous.,
. and. inhumane for a criminal who had tortured ot marmed a .
victim to‘be tortured.or ‘maimed ‘in return.-Such a pumsh
- ment- might satisfy certain vindictive ‘desires that we ‘or the -
- - victim might feel; but-the satisfaction of sich desires is-not -
and cannot be.an objectrve of a humane amd Chnstlan
approach to pumshment A ) e :

: We belleve that the forms of pumshment must be
-determmed with-a view to the protection of society.and its
members -and to the reformation of -the criminal and his, _

L -remtegratton into society (which_may not be: possrble in

- certain cases). This position accords with .the general norm
for. punishment proposed by St. Thomas ‘Aquinas when he
wrote:- “In. this life, however, penaltm are not.sought for

rather, ‘they are meaft to-be:corrective by. being: conducrve
. either to. the ‘reform of -the. sinner or to the good of. soclety, -
. which becomes peaceful through the pumshment of smners

We beheve that in -the -conditions of contemporary
- American socrety, the legmmate purposes of punishment do |
. not justify the imposition of the death penaly. Furthermore,

prompt Christians and all Americans to support the abolmon

o of capital punishment. Some of these reasons have to do.with -

" evils that are.present in; .the practice- -of capital punishment,
.- itself;-while others involve important values that would be
promoted by abolrtlon of thls practrce -
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" debate and to the example ahd’ teachmg of Jesus, whom ‘WE

judgment angd decisori. today is whether wprtal pumshment s -
* -Potand on Sunday,Dec 141t

deprives the criminal of tfie opportunity to develop a-new -

contrrbu.tes to'the common good. It may be gramed thatthe .

Jusufymg ObjeCIlVC of pumshment Whrle iffis, ‘certain th tA
-capital. pumshmentI prevents the individualfrom committing .-

lthat many crimes’ of violence are’ un- B

ent-effect of punishment is. supposed t |

) appeals for- national unity,

“urging Poles to-be moderate

. and responsible, to-reduce.the

danger of Soviet intervention:
MWe - have -paid° a heavy

- price “for. “Polarid’s _in-
dependence and we must-not .

risk_ losmg her security and.-
_‘savereignty. through
irresponsible. - dctions,”  the
bishops said in a.pastoral letter.
read from pulpits throughout

- was the-third such app_eal ma
~week. e

- On Dec. 9, followmg a-
meetlng of .the: Pohsh

-suppression of workers' rlots

. Gomulka, the blshops urged

l - conducted in an atmosphere '
.. of _seriousriess - and.. .deep .

L our country rs lrv;ng through

F“IERII.
:_ BIShOPS Urge MAY HOME
C nlt!, . FORMERLY MILLEH BROS .
; l?v()hspl? d[gms) o the-Cathali N “Thoughtful Personal Semce” e
0 t S o . ’
- Poland's: Roman - Catholic ﬁ?eli’r’é'ﬁ';“ tla\e bishops’ l(:a‘d: S 550“5 L MY, . 0"" =
bishiops have stepped up their  urged: the government “and -Im ﬂl.m II N

people-to' unite “to safeguard
the existence of-our sovereign
state:-.and to  enable our _

o b S e

" We maintain that abolmon of the death, -
promdte values that are rmportam to.us as:¢ mze -and as .
. Christians. -~ o ..

Frrst abolmon sends message that we ean break the
cycle of violence, Ahat we fieed not take fefor_llfe that we.

of. our-freedom-as moral: persons strivin ust:s
“is also'a challenge to us as a people 10.find ¢

dealing “with erunmals that _manifest. rntelltgenee and’
compassion rather- than povVer and venseanee “We should
. feel:such eonﬁdeme*m our‘civic order”
foree agairist those who vrolate it thaii s’aetually requrred'

Seeond, abolmon of eaprtal punshment is also. a.
manifestation-of-our belief in the uniquée worth-and. drgmty

I of each person from-the moment of eoncepuon @ .Creature .

. made in the image and- likeness of ‘God. It is particularly
ntr_trportant "h the ?‘ontexl:og: ouhz trmesftll:; this belrelf be -
affirmed with regard fo those w ¢ fai orwhose ives

have been distorted by suffering orhahavt i even in“the case -
of -those’ who by their acuons“have ailed © 0 respect the
" dignity andrights. of others. <t is*the recognition of the
dignity of all humaribemgs that- has impelled the-church to
~minister toithe nceds,of the outcast and therrejected and that..

. should make 1 us unwrllmg totreat the, lives of even'those who'

have taken human lrfe as expendable or asa. means to some
further end. e

_ Thrrd, abolruon of the death penalty rs,further test;mony
to our conviction, a--conviction which we share ‘with the -
Judaic and: lslamre traditions, that God is-indeed ‘the Lord-of -
‘life: It is a testimony. which removes a certain ambtgurty
- whioh might otherwise afféct the witness that we. wish {0
* give to the-sanctity of human life in all its stages. We do not:
wish to equate the situation of criminals convicted of capital
.offenses with the condition of the innocent unborn or of the .
_ defenseless.aged or infirm, but we do beheve that the defense -

~ of life is strengthened: by elrmmatmg exercise - of a judrcral

authomauon to take human lrt‘e

:Fourth, we believe that, abolru 3)!‘ hei deafh, _ lty is.
most. consonant ‘with. the examp

; and-practiced the forglveness of, injusfice ,2 d‘,)v,ho geme o .-
« give his life as"a ransom for:many. o §

point to the. reluctance Wthh those ear y

- acoepted-capital punishment as a legitimate practlce in mvrl

society felt about the: participation of Christians'in such an
institution arid to.the unwillingness. of the church-to accept -

. mto the ranks of its.ministers. those who. had been mvolved in -

Continuedonl’age9 .

country to emerge from the o B

exrstmg cnsrs

Meantrme, the Polrsh
. Catholic bishops have ap-
pealed - for restraint and: piety. -
in_conneétion with the: lOth
anniversary ' of ‘the - bloody

- on thie Baltic coast.

Referrmg to. the notmg in-
Dec~ 1970 that- led to the -

- ouster of former Communist

Party ¢ chief - Wiadyslaw -

that memorial ceremoniés “be’

relféction over the experreneeg

e )

NEW YEAR
and Thank You
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Accordmg to ofﬁctal fig gures

- ‘:-on the 1970 drsturbances,

bout 56-Polish Workers were

- .killed~in clashes with- militia, -
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. Margaret Ann Visco, a ,
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More' an more career-mmded women are
startmg up he {adder of success in today's Army. . |
-If qualified, you can learn Office Managerent, Per- -
sonnel, ‘Acc untmg, Law-Enforcement, Food Ser-" .
‘vice,. Finance—r ‘chogse: from-hundreds of-other -
opportumtle Serve your country as you serve_ )
—yourse ; R

Call Army )
. 2881885,
’.lomthe peoplewhoxvelomedthe Army -
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