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'A fworld of-religion included the -
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E. in othercountnesas well:

Tnumphs and; tramdres of -

By Religtous News Semce’ :

- raising. questions -:about ‘the -
“al. ma;or_

1 . deVelopment in the » US.:

\vas .

during 1980; _but| clashes
between. churclres ~and.
governmients. mark the. year

' the past :12 ronths.-in “the-

’ Amenca.

-

- cumbents.

-

K “~ . Breaking.

- Benedictine.” _
' he - emphasrzed he
~A ' pnesthood

“elevation: of the first woman
- bishop -in_--a. ‘major
denommatron, and the,
assassination . of a Roman\
* Catholic arehbtshop in. Latm

The peﬂpatettc Pope John.
Paul 11 ‘visited séveral. parts of
the: world, during_‘the yeéar;

~-which was: also. marked’ by a
3 > workd synod ot‘btshops at the.

" Vaticah- and. a ‘papal €n---
- cyclical. Reconstruction - of -

' Zimbabwe: ‘and . Cambodia:

occupied the churches,-as did ™

resettlement of refupes from
Cubaandl-lam in the u. S

Among theis ues that drew -

the attentron “of - religious

- groups in the. US. during the.

. year” were draft _registration,
“prayer in - public. :schools,
government . policies. on. .the
* family, and the: resurgence of
- theKu: Klux Klan. ;

~ate .

. The .presidential
triumph, of Ropald:Reagan

P e

. .and ° the: *’cgjtsegauumi“m“.d‘m in. ‘Michigan,
 Republican’

.- represented™ ¥ - viciory— for
. rellglo-pohneal ‘groups - ltke

" Moral Majority and Christian -
* Voice, which.had made lists of °
~ what' they. consrdered moral

“issues and . targeted - spectal
‘efforts agamst _certam Jin:

ln addmon to the actwmes
of fundamentalist - Protestants -
 like: the Rev. Jerry Falwell in
-the political” ‘arena, -Roman
Catholics were..also involved

R 13 electlon corntroversies. The

- pope’s-directive. barring. priests
from holding - high political.
office .led ‘to the political
retirement of‘Rep.. Robert F
"Drinan’ (DMass) i Jesnit.
. Cardinal Humberto"Médeiros -
of Boston drew criticism when. -
- he urged: ‘Catholics - to vote -
“against’ -candidates - in. the
- 'Massachusetts, pnmary who
favored abortlon

‘A denommatton that t‘aces
a lively convention in 1981 is-
the: Lutheran Church
.Missouri = Synod. ~President.
Jacob A.Q. Preus announced
that he would not run-for 7e:

* “election, as did Dr- Edwin'C..
- Weber,. first vice president.

. 'Dr. Preus who had ‘headed .
the “denomination. during -its -

- schismin the mid-1970s; drew

. Merchant,

-0l

“‘btsbop?’ for -

« L

mg,us ang “

crmclsm for sendmg a letter 10
: MlSSOlll‘l Synod congfegations .

orthodoxy. of Dr: Walter A.

. Meier Jr:, third-vice presidént -
. of the denommatron ‘and a

likely candld_ate for rts

',presrdency

“In early December, a new.
deénomination called - Zion’s
-Frrst‘ lntematlonal Church
‘was formed by a group " of ~
dissidenits-who left.the Church-
.of Jeésus Chotst of Latter-Day "
Saings (Mormon) Co-founders
. of ‘the new* body ‘were Bryon
‘who' was -ex-
'~commumcated ‘by -the .
Mormons . in 1977 for
- criticizing: thetr poliey at that
“time_'of snot-admitting blacks-
-the: priesthood,. and ‘Lee
Ann’ Walker, a ‘supporter. of
the" Equal- Rights Amend-
ment; wluch the MormOn
Churchopposes

“The: eprscopacy drew the

. atténtion of two Protestant
‘churches . this - year.

The
Lutheran Church in Arfierica *
voted ‘to use ‘the tttle of.
its . top ad-
“ ministrative . officérs - ‘a
-change that - had prevrously
-beéen: made by. the American-.

*Lutheran Chiirch. The United'..
-~Methodist .| Church made -

el elecuonf-" history by electing the Rev. °

Matjorie MattheWs, a district

,voman ;

Another issue- mvolvmg
women in churches hds béen .
the - use - of male only
‘references:in liturgy. The U:S.”
- Catholic - brshops voted jin-
November " to - drop. siich-
references from texts of the-

.:"*Mass, ‘and;-a unit of the

National: Council of Churches -

(NCC) launched a pro;ect t0 -

prepare: “non: $exist™" English
ttexts of Bible passages for-use" "
m lecttonary readmgs

Natlve Ameneans rejonced
“in_ - June - when Kateri.:
Tekakwitha, a - Mohawk -

~Indian-who- llved in Upstate :

. New. York' in the_17th- cer -
tury; was beatified- by Pope. -
John, Paul II. It: was a' busy
-year f for‘the pontiff, including, |
tnps to six ‘African countries _
- in May, four days in France in-
v late May, a 12-day visit 10
* Brazil in July, and five-days in
West Germany in November
thhortly after hrs retum ,
from the German  trip, the’
“pope issued . his " second -en-
cyclical. Entitled, “On -the
- Mercy. of God,” it declared’
that Justrce ‘must’ be coupled:
with - mercy_if the.-world’s’
_socio-economic problems are
tobe solved

1980,
“permitting the ‘observance of

The, encychcal ‘was

promulgated a.few days after -

the - Vatican's Congregatron

for “Doctrine - reaffirmed’ the‘

tradition: of infant, baptism.
‘Another Vitican: document

~ issued- in June, ‘declared that

although patients faced with
imminent ' death- may refuse. .
medrcal treatment; mercy
,lulhng nsruledout ;

-+

Meetmg durmg October to7'

disciiss - the role” “of "the
_Christian’ family. in- the’
modern world, 216 ' Catholic -
bishops-from five: continents -
issuéd“a 2,700-word. message -

;that reafﬁrmed the church’~

COl’I- B

traceptron, and abomon

.In the. US.; three regnonal'.

. ‘meetings:of the White House
‘Conference on Families drew.
eontroversy as speclal-mterest

.. groups. tried ‘to” force. their -

‘agendas from-a. variety. of
:reltgrous ‘and social - per-
spectives. Recommendations |

- of the conference calied for. -
_things as .. personnel,

such-
" policies: allowmg flexible job
schedules; ehmmatron of the
- “marriage tax” “penalty on

- two-income famrhes, and tax_

.polrcles to support ‘care for
‘-aging and handrcapped
persons. - )

Controverstal rulmgs m the ".
-area of re -handed down -
. by the U.S. Stipreme Couft in
‘included ‘decisions

‘religious holidays . in~_public -

schools - and barring -govern:
' ment agencies from: requiring .

. public. schools to” post- copies

_ of the Ten Commandmhents in-
“classrooms: The_ high - court -

had. drawn “the. wrath of

" conservatives in the past for -
Uits rulmgs on abortion, but
this. time: it ‘'was’ criticized by-

another outbreak of seetanan
vtolence Tensions. “mounted
as seven lnsh Republtcan

stnke ‘to the death” into -a

_second . morith; ‘demanding;
that - the British government -

- grant. special political status to
prisoners gullty of terronst
offenses .

: L
. Fnsonem' in
Union -got ‘new’ attention as

“first time : in its. -32-year
‘history, the World Council of

Churches’ made “public . a.
‘message. of concern regardmg i,

.the trials of drssrdent Russian

_Orthodox ‘activists —in* the

“ Soviet :Union.” Russian: Or-

thodox leader Metropolntan*_

Juvenaly, to. ‘whom_ the
-message had been addressed
said that “leniency” ‘had ‘been

shown to dissidents who had

confessed thenr “antl Sov1et
activities. '

: Polands Roman Catholrc

brshops overcamé some initial

hesltancy and.sided with that,
-country’s, tradeumons as'they -
“'won_major concessions from -
' the’‘communist. government. -
. In. El
Catholic Archbtshop Oscar .

Salvador, Roman

Romero and four Catholic

-‘'women mtssronanes fromi :the .

‘US. were “murdered: by
terrorists as violence. between

‘extremists on the nght and |

Ieft contmued in that country

" Israel’s Jl

- Israel .

t_he‘ Soviet ;

. synagogues
cemeteries — and around the -
- world, as. shown. in the Oc-
‘tober - bombmg at a Paris . -
"'synagogue "that - “killed- - four -

people. Romanian - Orthodox

formal_’

procIamatlon ol‘ the reumted
city ‘of. Jerusalem. as its capltal

‘was denotinced-by. the: United .
. Nations . and -by.

+ countries that_proceeded 0 - -
© move theéir enibassies out -of .

-several

that city. In the US,, the.
Nattonal Council of Churches

- was denounced by - Jewish

groups for recommendmg that
Orgamzatron

Antl Semmsm appeared 10

beon the rise both in the US. -

& symbolized. by - the.

Kian ‘and - vandahsm -of
‘and - Jewish

Archblshop Valerian:  Trifa’

" gave-up his US. cmzenshrp in
JAugust

as ‘the Justice
Department  stepped up’
procedures- that could lead to

- his deportatlon on charges~

that-he had been a leader of -
- the anti-Semitic Iron Guard in
'Romama durmg World War.

Il i
" At a. meetmg wlebratmg
.the 450th anniversary ‘of «the.

- Augsburg Confession, a'major
:Lutheran document, ‘Catholic -

and Lutheran theologians

-completed. “work ~‘on ‘thrée
. ecumenical statements “The-
with - Lutheran

-pope ‘met’ .
_leaders “during his : visit "to

.Germany -and acknowledged -
that . -the. Roman-..Catholic.
. Church had been partly )

“fed -

negottate a. ‘peace’
settlement with the Palestinie .
i .Lrberatlon
-(PLO)

the “East-West - talks. on im- ..
plementing the 1975 Helsinki -
. Accords _got -underway in.

" Madrid'i in November. For the

admitted

. to" "papal.
" Catliolic doctrine. Episcopal
» Church leaders cntrcrzed the

blame for the controversy that
to .the” Protestant ‘
Reformatron y

The Vatlcan also \tackled .
mtra-Cathohc problems in- -
‘volving theology during 1980. -
. A special synod of Holland’s" .
-hierarchy met in January and,
“hammered out a . 22-page . - -
‘document’ desrgned toend a
-Jong dispute in-that country S

Catholic’ Church .over, issiies -

. ‘ranging from .ecumenism to" - B '
:.birth control. The Rev. Hans -

Kueng . lost his right to teach- .
as an’ official Catholic

i theologian when the Vatmn
fesurgence- of the Ku Klux )

censured" Jhim  for unor-

thiodoxy in late '1979. But he .
.was. allowed to:remain-as a
.professor

af Tuebingen -
Umversrty in West Germany

In August, the Vattcan
announwd that-some married -
Episcopal pnests ‘could” be
into"~ Roman_
Catholic’ “priesthood. * The .

" announcement particularly -

affe@d dlSSldemS who " Jeft:
the ~ Episcopal .Church
protest against its decision .to-
ordain. women priests, Those
who, joined the Roman

B Cathohc Church  were o

requited to profess subrission
‘authority | “and

R provmg
) relatlons

Dorothy Day, the socrahs

-who -was a -founder . of the

Catholic “Worker “movement .
in 1933, died in New ork at .
-the ageof 83 T

.liberals"when it ruled in June - c
“thiat - the Hyde  Amendment,

mother |s consututronal

In helpmg to Tesettle Cuban.

ret‘ugees, US. religious groups
facéd. -resentment: from. some

- 'which . forbids. the use -of “|.
- federal - -funds- for “abortions. | -.
"“except to savé_the life of thei_'

commumtles Wwhio felt the |-

country was admtttmg too.

~many, refiigees. Despite this,” |-

the  churches:

generally R

favored - 'a liberalizing = of L

, immigration faws *to permit -

more Haitian refugees taenter | ©

- the cotintry. Refugees from
‘Indochina continued to come
-to'the U.S., as religious groups |
~worked ta rehabthtate the’
. strife-torn: country of

.Cambodla

. As the year drew waclose, |

flt -appeared. ‘that Northern' | .
;lreland was: about to. face yet |-

ther arx Now Says

Collegevrlle an. (RNS)
his silenice, -
Father Paul Marx, OSB, iow
‘say$ ' he regards the years
sabbatlcal voted ‘him ‘as
prestdent of the Human Life -
- Centér’ St. :lohn s
Unrversrtyasan ‘ouster.”

The anti-abortion crusader
60 said that he miay leave the
" Benedectine Ordeér . “if ¥
_cannot fi ght the antr-lrfers as a

But’

~ woid - never ‘leave . the:

Father Marx was: glven the
involuntary. sabbatical Nov 8
_.by-thie board of the. .center, "
. which hie foundedin'1973and -

made mternauonally famous ;

through “his - speakmg and-.
writing. The . board™ cited
- concern over Father Marx’
"health apd his«involvement in
. two’ senous automoblle ac-
crdents S

“MY: health-, is. perfect »
Father Marx ‘insisted,

reportmg he:had- been given .

“Clearance” - by ‘the Mayo
Clmlc in ' Rochester,: an,
gchere he was. exammed in.

t, !". - ..

Notmg that’ two assoctates
at the center were dismissed
"~ shortly ‘after he-was given his -
sabbatical, - ‘Father . Marx
remarked thal they “got the
.same,. disease I did." The

-are Darijel’ ‘Lyons, a -
- former Jesuit priest whois.the :
“director of’

- Scholberg

-Lyons and Scholberg have
- founded a new lifé and- family_
~center in Avon, Minn., about’
) ﬁve mrles from Collegevrlle ’

. Paul

. development and editor of its °§
and Andrew |

‘hewspaper,

Father Marx said: he dld not -
he . would_ 1
" return to the presldency afterl-_ .
' the yearsabbatml .

know_ " whether

Meanwhrle, . the

/center. '

board in a-letter to“friends of | "

" the- Human'~ Life - *Center,™ |

staté, “Although the:Board of ; -

Diréctors has-relieved-Father -

. miinistrative.duties while he is -
b, sabbatical,. we have not -
‘Sévered ‘his relationship with -

.the Humanﬂl.lfe Center. it

Marx® of any ‘ad-.
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