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~ .- .Christmas and, this year, therr
- wrshhascometrue o

* Christmas " for. | them.” o
- explains, “There’s been. .nio - &
- Christmias. wrth[Castro The -
o Commumst -system". drdn te
o wanttt. '

- -~ Cubanis” who has been in this
~ - country for over|a decade. He - -
remembers the|-old Cuban_

. Christmas . traditigns:  a .-

nougat:

. celebration . was heid " on
- . Christmas . Evel
. - Christmas. Day

- families: live -
- apartment burldrng and both .
* couples. ‘work - as cleaners at .

* Brockport, positions

country ' were |similar;
* plight, the saine. Raul Perez,
- whois begtnmng tomasterthe

. journey “fantastrc.
E interpreter,

.- Zayas, director |ol' thé. biling" .
- ual- multrcultural education © .

--operated “his |
relations firm for the past. six -

. the -Rochester | ) ) .
- A1 R ks .Oflandos‘ﬁve.yearnlduson,.. those lIears.‘ e

Brockport-—lTwo Cuban.
famrhes have.been' .dreaming
of -a. -red, white- and: blue

Orlando and Xromara T
‘ ‘Perez and ‘Raul ‘and- Virge =

Perez are: spendmg their first

,Chiristmas in. Amenca Infact,
. |t’s their:firstChri tmas ever. ‘

oy Alfonso Femandez of: the‘:'l-',
: Cuban Lyceum of : Rochester;_, |

“This is| a reed%m
e

5ays, -

F,ernandez is oneoﬁthe “old

.Chiistmas -Eve].-feast. - With

- pork, rioe; black beans, and

tortoni, - an almondcovered.

The~ » holrday

instead of
and. children’ -
-received. small gifts on Jan. 6
‘instead-of Dec. 25. Ferpandez

. says-the -“old’ Gubanis” have : :

kept. -the traditions alive .in- "
Amerrea AT TS TR

.. For -the Pe-ei Vfarml't'esh
' these are: new -traditions.” The

couples will be spending their
first. Christmas | with Cuban -

“and Puerto than fnends m :

Rochester

. Femandez rerterates, “This
- is" " their- freedom Christmas. ™
_Next

they  have. ‘a.
~tree and

year
Christmas .

e

The ﬂrght to freedom wasa -
long and difficult one for both

Perez families. |The families
are not related to ‘each other,
but, corncrder tally, * both,
settled in. Brockport.
in' -the. same

the - SUNY College . at .
quite
dtfferent from the.ones they
held - in _Cuba. Raul was a'

~ certified public accountant in
.. the National Bank in" Cuba,
* “aiid his wife -
coffee shop. Xiomara was an .
- - elementary school teacher and ..
.-Orlando worked in a factory

worked in‘a.

asan, upholsterer -
" this -
-the

Therr Journeys to

‘English. language; calls

He ex-
plamed -his’ escape -through -
:Dr.f' Francisco

‘program.at the SUNY College

© O at Brockport : LT

‘ “When & the government

'.Sfound out Ratl wanted to

m Drooese

John [ Doser of Fatrport
“has joined Wolff Associates as

" . public.” relatrons -diréctor. -

Doser, a-forfner: colurinist.and .

" .Sportswriter with the Courier- -

“Journal, - hasl also. ~been

.-associated wrth Rumrrll Hoyt; -

Upstate Busrriess Jourial and -
Gannett, *- Rochester
Newspapers m /arious- edrtmg
and wrllmg posmons “He Has
own publrc

years. - .
" Hejsa forme' presrdent ol
PréssRadio.

“

" under; thé- trees, and were‘
- arrested by - the pohce and

The. -~

s
-

“The Rau Perez rauuy OIenka, Virge, Raul and’ Erdlunn. |

leave Vtrge and Raul were
-fired: from-their jobs, expelled -
from:their homes, and chased.
Therr friends ‘and relatives
“were. harassed. by pohce and -
:the Perez’s had no place to go. .
They lived-in the streets; slept

taken to Jarl”
Raul explamed that the

police. tried to separate. him
> from" his. wife- and" children, -

. and beat: him, He ‘points out. a

scaroverhrs left eye ‘_ -

Zayas translates - “lt was
-police. brutality. . Raul- Knew -
that if they would be adamant

: _,tn,thelr decision.to stay, they 7
“would-get back “their home-

and - jobs.-. There - was.
ychologlcal pressure . .to.”
change therr mmds »

0" eseape the governméntal.-
. tyranny. in: Cuba”.and start a
- pew life ‘in ‘America. Raul’
"destroyed . all documents
showing he was a professional -

and confessed to a list of lies - arrival

- tQ get a new personal iden--
t ication card.and-papers. He.

Kimeéd he was a drug addict.
. in"order 1o be. Iabeled as an
- “undesirable,” thus- permitting -
hrm to leave the country

‘But- Rau' and Vlrge had The‘Orlando Perez family' Orlando, Orlandlto nd
already made up their minds - Xlomara. :

Orlandrto, was very. srck when
-they arrived.in Key West after
the 12-hour. journey. Upon
‘the child was im-
medrahy taken to a docior

where . his ~ problem JWas-

dragnosed as nervous tensron‘
from the tnp "

The ‘Perez famrlte§ jour-‘,"-'
. neys: from Florida to New

- The journey was long and~ York were sponsored by-the

treacherous 54~ people

‘Cuban . Lyceum -of Rochester"

‘crowded mto -a boat desrgned and ¢ a- _Catholic* family

to-‘hold six people. The boat
began to’'sink. ‘Raul, Virge, -
“.their.: daughter Olenka, their
‘son . Erduinn; and" 50 other -

- organization.

-jobs "~ im’

-“boat people” wererescued off  find - the. village. “very . nice,

thé.shore of Cuba by. the US.
Coast Guard and’ brought to
lgey West Fla
- Orlando Perez and hts
l'amrly left Cuba under similar -

crreumstances for - ~Similar .

-reaspns. Xtomara says,
_ want mychildren raised -in-a" -
- free country where they don't
have to" worry about

. government

.

beaten and abused - in the
Peruvian . einbassy. - Police-,
rmmgdrately labeled him as'an
“undesirable.” _"The ' family *
traveled to.- Martel a small*
“town 40 milés ~ west
-Havana, -for- therr‘ escape
Desprte the - captain's - ob-’

‘the

Qquiet,”
goodfor the chrldren

Orlandrto and Erdumn_ R
“attend: the Brockport campus
.school and’ have been learmng N
Enghsh raprdly T

. Zayas

Adjustment to life’ in.
Amerlca has not béen- dif-
ficult.

job."He: says there were some
mmor communtcatron
breakdowns when- the Perez:

couples first started-working .

attheiCollege. “Those weré-all
‘worked out,” hé. says. We just

oﬁ called inan: mterpreter

‘“Another rnmal problem'

*jections, 48" people crowded 'was ‘the police,” Kriapp says..

onto .a boat: designed for :a_
half:dozen. The trjp began in".
bad . weather: -
rocked the overloaded ‘boat,:

shnmp ~-bodt “saved |

ough . séas-. pohce

Zayas explained that-because’

“of their fear- of the  Cuban-
ihe foursome - felt °
threatened by the ‘appeararice -
R o of ‘pubhc safety employees at .

d Mapagement
m. fo the

tcampus :polrce* to_alleviate

PR

The. - groups..
helped ‘them find a home and
the - village of .
~Brockport: The Perez. famrhes. . Street

‘happy, - peaceful and -

"Roger Knapp,- chief.
janitor at’ “the College at;
. - Brockport, ‘says;” “They are "
. Orlando had been helplng wrllmg arid have done a good
fnends who'd been physically especrally pleased by
) supermarkets Dr. Zayas says, * .’
“They didn’t even: knowthe .

"_economy-- srtuatton .
. bankruptcy, they sell. almost §

3
\ -

- “Tie difference in iife style -
s, strrkmg ‘to the . Perez’s,”

Zayas says. “Housing in Cuba,

is difficalt to find.“There ‘is |
_very. little new constriction

and families ‘are not gwenf
much mobthty In fact,” he:

- says, “you can'be divorced in |
- Cuba-and still live in the same |
formér -

room - with. your
spouse There’s just no place
10 go” -

Unlrke therr Spartan .acs

eommodatrons in Cuba; the™’
families - each- have. a - largé, -
moder\n apartment on Holley

in- Brockport Zayas -
explains that in Cuba a dozén.

. people wotild share what each'.

Perez famrly has here

.Vrrge;
refrigerator.  “In~ Cuba,-" a
ref'rigerator -would. cost over
$1,000,” according - to° Dr.

five trmes that

Xromara and Vtrge are.
the

foods, ‘they found in the.

market existed. In Cuba, they -

have. a system. -where. food I8,
‘rationed. It’s very  limited. -

Cuba produces: food: “for 'j

exportatron Since - the :

every thmg they have .

F Food‘"thls Chrrstmas erl
not be a problem. The, Peréz .

l‘amllles are’ looking forward -

. td’ their: Christmas .Eve feast ,
and a New Year’s Eve dmner ,
.. andce‘lebratron

‘a"-

'_‘-.Seton Frlm

*_documentary on the life of St

- Elizabéth- Seton,.

. - produced “by ABC Crrcle
- Films, will bé shown from 8 to
‘11 p.m., ‘Sunday, Dec. 21"

1

1_s proud :.of " her® -

is near -

.. '-.“Needy Deadltne

J“A Time for Mrracles,

Please - don’t* forget
Courier-Journal
Fund which helps needy
people mourdtocese IO

and.’

over Channel 13, WOKR TV

'.>‘.

Hck i

Home Heatmg Inc !
271..4s_sol ;

St. charlu lon'orno

- 'DEWEY AVE:-
- PHARMACY .

Cosrhetlcs-’-‘rbuetrtes
-*Photo Ftnlshlng

2910 Dowey Ave. “5'221 ll

‘Time is getting short forour - -
annual Christmas- collection, -© -
the .

- Christmas -

| fﬂ_?lnsulate Your Home
- For As Lrttle As Sl )
$25 per mo.

- Beatlthose fuelbills .
" before they beat you., = .

;-t

Ol\lo payment of any. klnd tll Apnl 1981

Quahty ‘work at reasonable prrces
) lerted lifetime warranty

.."

SULATION

o S We arelhe Professionals* "~ ,25 R
. 810 (.lntverstly Ave 473 6539 Free Estlmates .- 3

Ol\lo down paymdnt —no fmance charge 3
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YES TO CATHOLIC scuoor.s|

You've hiard “about the financial.. problems ‘of- Cathohc

"end-of Catholrc schools in our nation’s cities. s
. Most Cathollc schools havé financial problems these days
Here at Saint Adgusttne s and Salnt Mo’hlca s, our problems are'|

= | great the'solutions tough. : - o

Today ‘we are, struggllng to provrde Catholrc -edication to

. some.trmes lonely, and:always in need of Christ" s gentle comfort.
; Werbelieve the* Lord has given us an’ lmportant mission. lt is~
not an easy one But we are déeply and firly: cominitted to it.
- Today,, may we-ask you to-help usin two.ways? © "7
L fyou can possrbly spare-a few dolldrs to:assist us in our work
Lwe would be deeply grateful We depend on the goodness and
generosrty of our friends 16 cor‘mnue and stréngthen our work:  *

'powerful force avarlable to-us; your prayers. — and the prayers of’
thousands of commrtted people like you - wrll surely be notrced
bythe iordl" - -

And;, we promise you that we wrll use your fmanctal grfts
: carefully and -wisely. We promise you, 100, that we'll be praylng
] along wrth you each day and every day. - -

Fr BlII Barrelr Fr Blll Trotr

- - § children.in our central city area — children-who really need thts i
. | kind of. educa(ron\' Weé-—serve. famllles who .are often. poor,-

We'd like to ask you: for. your prayers, tgo. Prayer is the most |~

-schools.. And, ‘you ‘ve certainly heard all sorts of stories. about the ,'.

Father Btll Barrett, Father Bill '[rott
Satnt Augustine’s School-Saint Monica’s. School -
‘841 Genesee Straet, Rochester, N. Y. 14611°

Yes' T d lrke to help Enclosad is my gift of §. ine's-St.

- 1o Saim.A g A'

youeachday R B [ o R -
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—

~ Zip___

R K="

~§ cip a}t’& rnail 1othe Aaaress—i{beaé. Your finanéialgiftis tax deductivie.” -

1 Momca 's CATHOLIC EDUCATION FUND And, l prormse that my prayers will be wrth

Ma “the Irgbl
0\Cbrr.tlmas,_.,|,-.' ;3
- tbme on - O\
" you and - '
L yaur loved "_

-and Orlando was .; g ]
earning just $95 a’ “month.”
~His salary in the United- States L
is about
; amount

brrgbl
“warmth
-~ fill each -
. day. We 7
> appre_ua_le SA
K _your‘loyirlly.’f '
% HAVEA

. FRIEND .
N HEATING .

BRANDT

" AIR GONDITIDNING
237 WINTONRD. N..

YOUR FRIENDS
FOR OVER .

' 47 YEARS
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