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L My Dear Brother Blshops,

lt is Just a httle more. than two weeks since the conelusnon of.
- the Syndd. The four of us who took. part as-your. delegates thank
you for maKing it possible for.us to share in‘a great experience of
> faith"and episcopal col]egrahty We also. want_ to-thank ‘the
‘priests and lay men and women who accompanied. us from the
U.S. and whose valued assistance we acknowledge with utmost
gratrtude And while -he is mcluded in. the acknowledgement, I
.. . believeit appropriate to single out sgecial thanks for Mr. Russell
- ... . Shaw- who put’in long hours assisting the - brshops and ‘in
- assisting the American as well as.the mtemattonal press dunng
the weeks of the-Synod: - - e

It was truly a profound and movmg expenence to wrtness and

, " be.a part of the very.real catholieity of the:Church dramatized.
) '.. s each day before oureyes in the synod hall. That catholicity was "

‘and Metropolitans of the ancrent biblical'and apostolicsees were
- a living teminder of the.searing doctrinal and ‘pastoral crises in.~
which their great. predecessors. fike. Anthanasius and’ Cyril
defended and . preserved -Catholic . truth - and morahty often. -
.against the powerful tides of.public- opmron -often in the face of . -

% The Black cardinal and- bisheps of . the: youthful African
-churches. were a..living reminder that .Catholic Faith- is. .

bishops of .the silent chuichés were also there wearing- the ™

-chains; of persecution in- thie spirit of the apostles ‘who jejoiced

“that they were courited worthy to suffer something for the sake

. of Christ. New worlds-and old were there, and there was Péter ..

without'whom'the Church is neither one nor Catholic, -withiout:

. .whom_there is ne guarantee of contmurty in the apostohc

- tradition and apart from ‘whonn there.is no,_collegiality. The

1" Synod-was neta meetmg Tt was an expenence of the Catholic
- C hurch, an expenence of Farth in the service of-truth and love

In addmon to the 205 btshops, partrcrpants in® the Synod
included some weomen religious and superiors. general .of
religious orders-and congregations, as well as approximately 40
- lay men and women from-all parts of.the world Sonie of these.

. =! lay :participants spoke ‘during two- general séssions- devoted .
'~ . completely to them. All of the lay participafits were members of -

* conclusions. of the group'sessions which were ini. ‘turn passed.on
. to.the general body. of the Synod -for. final vote and’ in:-
corporatron into the proposals at the end of the Synod
~-While: some of the lay parttcrpams were experts in medrcme
edueation, psychology and related fields, others. were- ordmary
martied couples: shanng with the Synod their: expenenw and
L msrghts into. marrtage and famlly hfe : )

The presence of Mother Teresa of course was a specral grace
for the Synod. She is-a constant renunder to'the whole'Church”
of, the-truth that God’s. foolishnéss is. wiser than man’s wisdom,”

. With complete and- unaffected simplicity her weakness has been -
~ the theater of divine | power-and her work.of service and love ”
flourishes, through faith as a“clear sign: of “divine benediction.
. And 3o her presence was a daily proclamatlon that’ there is for »
" the Church’ no real service, to- humanity whichi is not reoted in
. humrhty and hgliness of] hfe ‘For the Chirch; all other things
. ‘will follow. where the search for holiness. is genuine and .

- undérstandable to Catholic faith was: the-dramatic plea to the
: somethmg for famrhes gtve us. holy pnests

‘The. dlscussmns in the general Sessions: as well as in the small -

. groups- were consrstently markéd by frankness and candor. This

- . was a’great tribute to the Holy Father.who, with one or two
‘exceptions, was present at all ‘the general sessions and. who -

closmg address the Holy Father hrmself noted this. He. sard

It is evident- how nghtly and clearly ‘there ' were
mamfested in it (the *Synod). both freedom and responsrble
concern .
frunfulness must be. considered” the accurate. examination. of
" doctrinal and- pastoral, questions- which certainly -needed 'such’ .

_~  sérutiny . . Although these were not the only things treated in:
‘the Synod dlscussrons (they) nevertheless had. a special place’
" there, insofar as. their consrderatron was undertaken ina. very
smoere ‘and free manner k o :

: The drscussrons also revealed a- broad *understandmg by ~
national conferences.and ihé synodal bishops of the real,

. situation facing families in the world today. Accompanymg this
clear sense of ‘the préblems and: opportunities of our times was a

- deep.and frequently repeated sense of sohdanty and compassion
for married couples ‘and families in todays world. Many:con-
ferences. mcludmg our own had prepared carefully for the Synod

"by exfensive’ consultatron with: famlheeand with. experts in a

. vanety of fields. . T . . -

IR As you know and as we fully antrerpated a certain amountof

"~ .  reporting on the Synod created the impression that it dealt with *

- . - only one er two issues such as contraception or divorce, Here

: - © . ‘certairily recognition must be given to the many fine Journallsts

‘who covered the Synod from the U.S. and from: all over the -

world, Ard, it is necessary for us all to be aware of the-

sometimes rmpossrble pressures of deadlines and’ other factors.

. they confront in an: often thankiess job. Still it is ‘important to

: . bring inito relief the fact that 21 major topics were treated in ‘the

.. .-Syriod which resulted in thé fomulation of 43 major proposals of

- resolutions which were:both doctrinal and pastoral Among the
doctnnal tssues tmted by the Synod were: - -

. The “Sensus FKICI S .
* » The theology of the: sacrament of Matrrmony <
L o The relationship-of Faith to sacramemal marnage
"<~ .7 &Theindissolubility of mamage ‘. :
- ) fl-fThe moral doctrme concemmg the transmrssron of the: grft
- - of life ) . :

N .

"‘chblshop‘«‘

~.geographical;- cultural and- histerical, The: ‘beardéd Patriarchs |

fearful-and threatening ‘divisions aniong their clergy and people.

authentically at. hemne:in-every culture, a stranger 1o none. The

. ~'the small language groups.and made a rich-and significant -
- eontribution to the- discussions and to the: formulatron of the . -

- _sustaified. Incomprehensible to:an unbeliéving ‘world, but so -

Pope ‘and’ bishops in- the Synod hali: “lf you want to do .. -

created-a relaxed atmosphere charactertzed by openness: In his” -

. {and) amiong the labors of the Synod of the greatest

l‘. {
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“porta; _trons First, whomdo we ‘have in, mmd and wh,oni -\ _‘:, ‘
hould we-have in. mind when we seek- credtbtlrty" Just what . . Par‘
'kind of credibility does the-Church want? Popularity and . - & CGRRT

. atithentic, credibility afe-not len the same for' the Church for ™ C ol
w§rthy of the pamie is found. in : g Pla_l'

whom the -only: credtblhty

ﬁdeltty to the truth and in fidelity 10 Hrm Who is “and Who‘ '
. remams the srgn of contradrct i

Certam posmons reafl" rmed py the Synod Fathers admrttedly-

1~ do not conform-to the ‘ylews-and. ideologies. of some. com- . - - Hornell
§ . mentators and observers of the Synod. But. to-assert that.a: | .7+ secure the
representattve Jbody of the w orld’s ‘bishops . was forced into.a - . “parents, tl
¥ .given position.or cted'in sheerj hypocrisy is.an explanation both .~ St Ann.
. ungivil and unfrue. .rsdhug enhghtenmg to-recall the ex- . its name
‘ N e, i , . - Ann
. “l am. defendmg myself her from a plausrble charge brought . K athy
B against, Catholics -. .. that .1, as a Catholic, not only make. - .. president,
. profession to-hold doctriries which I cannot possibly” believe in . .-, - atthechal
. my heart, but. that 1 also believe iri- the existence of:a‘power on - - November
- -earth, which exis és at-its.own will imposes upon.men any new .  her: hope:
set of “Credenda” when it pleases; by a claim to. infallibility; in thie needet
consequence that’'my own th _'ghts are not my own.property - .., male par
.-and that the necessafy effect of such a-condition of mind. . ' .. group. -
must be. degradmg bondaget- or a bitter inward . rebellion: = . - I
. - relieving itsélf in secret mﬁdehty . and of mechamcally saymg‘"'.. . AR Sinde
everytlnmg that the Church says.” L - "has" tried
RN h ' new fund
‘Archbishop John:R. Quinn, former-president of the The lhtshops believed and serised that they were: foIlowmg one . . : effort to
: National Conference: of Catholic Bishops and the of the..most. sacred- functions of* their ‘episcopal- office. They ;- - interest; -
United States- Catholic Conference, delivered the believed and. trusted in the’ presence of the Holy Spirit. They , successful
followmg address at the opening of the recent meetmg . reverenced .and were united with the successor of Peter, and { candysale
of the U.S brshops in Washlngton, DC. their common énterprise-was a work of Faith. As the: psalm puts . . | - February.
it, “I believed, therefore I'spoke.” Where thatfarth is notshared e - The-
- it dynamrc mnnotbeadequately apprecrated ’ - so'ri‘ng" Fl;
A second rmportant questton which reflectron on’ the Synod R . g?l;%g'ggﬂ
suggests is “Who sets the agenda for the Church?” Just the spirit - L' s the bow
- of the world? Just the spirit of the: times?. This question; like the: - i -involves'
foregoing, does not emerge out of any-hostility; butit mustbe - SN “bowling .
) ) ) . constantly raised if the Church is to be true 0 itself. Thus a - ; - ternoons.
» The value of consecrated cehbacy and ~virginity, and its 'group of this country’s firiest scholars ;omtly declared a’ httle T making .

‘ relahonshrp fo the ‘support and strengthenmg of the values of over fme ywrsago — L o | " available -
mamage and famrly lrfe R e ‘ o R s T ‘- have lancl
. t S “The renewal of Chnstran wrtness and missicn requrres i ..

Pastoral issues mcluded such tlmely conoernsas .+ . constant examination of-the assumptions shaping the Church’s : . Fo _ hel

i e life. sToday: parent loss of a sense of the transcendent is . . - various, pi

'The=prenaratlon for mamage lts lénﬁtfr*atﬁ”fs contem _© " \indermiring.the Churcii’s ability to address with:clarity’and - .has. " ‘beg

e Family spirituality | - courage the urgent tasks to which God calls it in the world. This “newslette

* o Support for.the new family movements m‘the Chuirch . loss is manifest in'a number of pervasive themes Many aré §- ' members

* The special - needs of - COUDI% and famrlres in mrxed > superficially attractive, but upon closer -examination we find - newsletter

marriages. these themés: false and debilitating to the Churchs Ilfe and - Ann-a-Gr
- The need for a.new rmpetus m the pastoral care” of the word Amongsuchthemesare (that)

suggested |

_ divorced who attempt a second marriage - )
-« The pastoral care and spécial’ Aneeds of mthtary famtlles and‘

.OModem thought is’ supenor to- all past forms of un-
of refugee and mtgrant families

derstanding - reaht_y, and is therefore normatwe for Chrlstran

¢ The specral ngeds -of women m llght of the profound faith and llfe -
changes in the role of women m ‘many societies: today . .
) e The world must set the agenda for the Church
Makmg ip- almost 30 percent of the- Synod membershtp, the -

‘Asian -and African - Bbishops brought a special richness (o the
_ deliberations and heightened for all of us the rmportant problem. -
" of mculturatron This was partrcularly stressed. in connnectron )
wrth the discussions 6n marriage’ preparatron ‘and on marriage’ -
" rites. Thus far from ‘being confingd ‘to-one or two issues, the
~ Synod actually covered-a considerable field of great |mportanoe
- to marrred couples and families in our times. -

PeterBerger commentmg on this declarahon of whlch he s . .
oneof)hesrgnatones noted Fe

“Through most of hlstory the basrc legmmatrons of both
‘social ‘institutions and individual-lives were derived from this
transcendence . . .'It is precisely this type of legitimation that'
has lost credrbrlrty in recent hrstory This loss is the heart of the -
_process called. ‘secularization.’ Both -sgcial institutions and
individual lives are mcreasmgly explained as-well a$ ]US!Iﬁed in_,
térims devoid of transcéndent. referents. ‘Put differently: ‘thé . -~
reality of ordinary life is mcreasmgly posited as the-only reality.

The key to understandmg the Synod hes in the fact — and
this- must be repeatedly emphasizéd — that it stands ‘within.the
‘context of the Second Vatican Cotincil as well as in the context
: of the Synodsof 1971; 1974, and 1977. It is'impossible’ to un-  Or, if you will: '[he common sense. world becomes a world R
derstand what this Synod is saying if it is detached from this . wrthoutwmdows . - — )

‘context. It is in orgamc contmulty with, tts concrhar and synodal MRS ’ A ol
origins. - . - The Church, then must ulttmately set-its own agenda and - -
* must do so, of course,. ulttmately«outof thesourcesd faith. And' -
while this: does mdeed involve a‘process of ¢ discerriinig the signs ©
of the tifies i the light of, and on. the basrs of, the Gospel as’
-handed on-jm’sh Church it "¢an:and: not ml‘requently does
require: th&:Chuich to be“‘agamst the'world for the world,” that
is, to take-positions.and insist on truths, which the: spirit- of the
times ﬁhds,;umeeeptable or incomprehensible. True, nothing
should be spared;to remtivesuch barriers to understandmg and

By an- overwhelmmg vote the Synod Fathers on’ Oct. 24 .
.'approved 43 resolutions or proposals which emérged from both *.
“the general sessions and the small group “discussions.. These.
..proposals. or resolutions have been. placed in the_hands of the )
Holy. Father with the request ‘that he prepare.a  document for
. .the universal- Church on the role of the Christian Family in the
-Modern World; and this document wrll be one: ol' the major.

L John “
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fruits.of the Synod : . . °.". acceptance, but in the end only Cathohc farth can bndge the - day. 100
‘ 8313 T N Lo :

‘But there are already many far reachmg results of thrs Synod S - stration. al
Not, ‘probably, the. kind of results the -world. of - advertiSing * The btshops of the' Synod, then, in- full awaneness of thc A ﬁle“eeléd ?}:‘
accustoms us toexpect. Forinstance, you-use detergent “A” and problems created by many of the ideologiés and.attitudes of the - %asﬂe ol
-presto! the rings disappear from your shirt collar. No; the results world-around us but in' equally full'awareness of the realitiesof ~ -
of the Synod respond to miich mere mature expectattons and faith-and ;the exigencies. of hope, concliided their work witha - A cd
CVOkC much broader. hO"ZOHS i message of ‘hope- and - encouragement for ‘the -families. of ‘the’ . f cctoht;

" . world: The tone of- thefmal meséageof the' Synod comes clear mf - romL if

F or example thereis already movmg through the whole body these wrords AL . 10  Lile
. of the Church a new and heightened consciousness' of the . e T . ol .. purpose
family, of the vital importance of thie family, and'of the family’s- - “In our dlscusslons Oﬁfa Y lrfe today we. have found Joys Co commem
vital role in'the Churctiand,in the Church’s service to the world. anid consolations, sorrows and difficulties. We:mustiook firstfor ggad'fst'o'

Then; too, there are néw arid. newly ‘appreciated depths in the
Cattiolic theology of Chnstxan miarriage and néw and deeper
" insights into’Christian- ‘anthropology, a a greater eonscrousnessof .
- the value of cultures in the iife and growth of the.Church:and
" . the Church’s need to refaté more, cffectively (o the mianifold
cultures of the world always, of course, in fidelity to the:Gospel
and not’ destroymg or suppressing cultures, bit transformmg
.and-energizing them ‘through:the power of: drvme revelation asa
tangrble ‘witness of the enduring attribute’ of catholicity, “Thereis
" akso evident a new enthusiasm- in ‘all levels.of the Church for
strengthemng, healmg, sustamtng and eneoumgmg allrfamrlns

the godd things ahdiseeki tobuild on themandstrengthen them,
“confidént - always that-God is. prescnt ‘everywhere in hi§ T
‘creatures-and. that ‘we ‘can’ discern®his: will-ii. theisigns:of :the - -
times. / Wé areencwragedibythe manygood anrtposrtwe things.
wcsee : Lt

S

- And 5o thiis Synod has been another: iseed of ltfe and grace‘
“planted in the field of- the,Chirch; There is.no.doubt that the
Father,,whom Jesus:called “The: ‘Farmer,” through His Son.in
Holy-Spirit; will water and: tend thatseed and bring it 10'a rrch‘, .
harvestl for theChnstlan)Famtly in. the Modem World c o
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