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- ByTammy Tanaka v
Rehgrous News Service Staff Wnter
. " America’s “Golden Door" :
now only partly ‘open.— remdins a: powerful magnet today,

. attractirig more and more of the world’ s refugees and seekers of
- abetterlfe. . - . . Y

v

though somewhat tarmshed and

But the: unprewdented mflux of refugees admrtted through
-emergency :procédures in the last few- yeats and the- growing

. US.immigration laws and polrcy need senous re-exammatton
and may be ouf of control. - L

There is: general agreement that the Umted States can't.
continiue: receiving unlimited numbers of people; no matter How .
- great their need, However, opinions vary wrdely on where to st -
the hmrts . L

the forefront of groups pressing for immigration reform. to-

such problems as undocumented altens . e

Churches and therr -voluntary . agcncres — whrch have
resettled “the bulk of the 600,000 refugeés. admrttede to the
‘United:States since 197 5 — were leading proponents of thé new
- Refugée Act of-1980,. whtch raised’ the -refugee ‘quota’ and .
. -removed rdeologlcal and geographrc restnctrons

-‘ e

The humamtanan stance of the. churches, however, rsnt
universally supported in- thrs country Polls show the Américari .

- public strongly opposes. incréacing the” numbers of ‘refugees
- admltted and want the level of total lmmlgranon Teduced,

Stncter hmrts to rmmrgratron also-are called for by en-
.and the Natronal Commrssron for Manpower Pohcy
Desprte the varymg optmons on rssues there is almost’
- .upanimous agreement that existing Américan rmmrgratron
’ procedures -have bécome- increasingly chaotrc and actton i
urgently needed to restore order
Toward thrs end a Select Commrsstora on lmmrgratron and-
. . Refugeé Policy, chaired by Father Theodore M. Hesburgh, has.
"~ . undertaken. a.comprehensive review of -the existing, Jaws: and
- and the presrdent by mid December or. January

: “Our rnﬂmtgratron polrcy must be responsrble
: of Notre Dame president said in ‘the comimission’s semi-annual

Teport.
S as a nation, with.a vision' of- freedom and progress, to a portron
. " of the world's- stnvmg, asprrmg and.oppressed peoples. We must,
’ ‘also-bé responsible to our own people, especrally our poor and -
those who have suffered the sting: of- oppression in this county..
- And bemg responstble means we must be consistent in what we
of the mflux.of undocumented aliens. -
- "There is o questton that: many of them are ambmous hard
mrgrauon Ppolicy’ as a whole into disrespect, - : . As rich and as-
large-as. this nation'is . , .- we cannof be the. smgle refuge for all

“the people in the world who' flee persecutron or. seek op-
portumty : .

"The .commission's broad mandate is to. review- and recom

L.

|ts admrmstratron

cetlmg of: 270000 rmmtgrants wrth a_per-country’ quota of .
~ with family reumﬁcatron _
" In addrtton, under provrsrons ‘of the Refugee Act of 1980 :

with, the approval of Congress. - . . L

e o enteredasrllegalalfenstsunknown

c. the .first " major -overhaul of the 1965 Immigtfation and’
_for the current law.
aliens, and revising: tmrmgratron laws to make them . “easier,
clenner and more just,” the commission -hopes to articulate
’ US nauonal rnterests

asa moral dtlemma

) m securing human jUSllOC ona global scalet

‘but . maintain” our . tradition of

- refugee “admission)
- .and thus.set an example for other

_humanitarign leadershrp

s = - Protestant and chrsh resettlementagencres

problem of tllcgal .alieris have raised wrdespread concern tha the |

Irberalrzmg laws they hold are restrictive — and partly cause °

- is always a wartmg list several years: long.

vrronmentahsts and such groups. as' Zero Population Growth -,

s 4

opmrons as to how many the:American society can successfully -
" absorb in future years. Nobody advocates unlimitéd entry,
During ‘most of the.last’ decade, an average of 370000 to

pohcres Its final report is expected to-be dehvered 1o Congress :

“That means essentially three thmgs We must. reéspond’

say anddo in matters-concerning.immigration -and refugees.” He -
‘agreed with-public complaints that: lmmlg_ratton has’ lost control

worlung seekers of " opportunity-and freedom,”™ Father Hesburgh s
said- “But by perrhitting our laws to-be ﬂouted we bring im- -

mend legislative changes’i in tmmrgratron and. refugee polrcy and -

Under current rmmrgratron laws there isa worldmde annual- -
+20,000." Persons “are admiitted on a preference system leadtng‘ .
50,000 refugees may be admitted: annually, more memergencres.v ,

S o Durmg 1980 an esttmated 630000 rmmrgrants and refugees . '
v - 7 entered the. United States, including 168,000 Indochinese and |
: - 130,000-Ciban- and: Haitian “boat people The number who -

.The proposed revrsron .of the Amencanlmmrgratrorl laws 1s;
-Nationality Act (McCurran-Walter Act) whtch forms the basis *

In addmon to solvmg the problem connected with. tllegal o
- “clear goals for rmnugratron and: refugee poltcy oonststent with-
But whatis of U S nattonal rnterests" Many see the problem ‘

- Maror US rehgrous bodres and their rehef agencies,_ and' S
: 'ethmc groups; stress U, S. responsibility for. takmg a world lead §-

' “We feel that the Us. government should not base tts actlon " :
on ‘what some other country -or countries might do- (regarding -

. “countries to folow,” said U.S: Catholic Conference migration '\, -
. and-refugee- ofﬁcral John E. McCarthy, speakr_n‘g for Cathollc .

&umt.h a“slobeirefusee.crlsts" of somesu& .mllllmr pmple, R
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" do all potentrally qualrfy for. admrssron’ Who should be prcked"
.On what grounds" ’ o . )

Refemng to this. problem, Secretary of State. Edmund S

. Muskie told a convention.of the. American Lutheran Church

: that the. question of how to set limits whilé rémaining “open-and.

* . generous” to would-be riewcomers will be-one -of the most -
. senous debates facmg the nauon inthe next few years. *

Meanwhtle surveys show the. Amencan publtc has become (

. mcreasmgly opposed to adimitting riew people. In 1977, some 42

per cent of Americans favored reducing the -tofal numbers of
immigrants admitied annually; the proportlon has now. nsen 10
80 per cent who favor reductron i :

There have also been clashes- betweert local - Amencan
resrdents afid new- refugees -such:as betweéen the Texas Gulf .

Coasi shrimpers and the Vietnamese fishermen. ‘The “freedom *

' - flotilla” Cuban influx was an apparent factor in the rioting: by
 The' major Amencan rehgtous déhomiinations have been. o 7

blacks in Mraml s T, )

" Advoeates of hberal reform rncludmg the major church
bodies, hold: that: current laws dont meet the nwds of present

-globalrealttres s A N o e

They say that exrstmg laws strll unfarrly give preference to
rmmrgrants from the largely white European countries, who nd
loriger -seek to come in large: numbers, and -who rarely use up
their 20,000 annual guota. Méanwhile, would:be .immigrarits_.

There are” drfferenees of optmon on the desrred goal o’f c
iAmenean inimigration- policy: ‘Should. family- reunification be
the primary concern, as-it'is now? Or should highest ‘priority be

.givento sélect mdependent tmmrgrants who will “benef“ t soclety
.asawhole™: - . )

On the fhatter of exclusron, somie reformers have called for-
removal of .existing festrictions-that can be used to exclude
people for polrtrcal or moral reasons. .. .

“There is-also the basic underlymg conflrct the questton of :

- America’s moral responsrblllty 10 the world community. What :
* does the UaS envrsron asits properrole and reason; for. bemg"

ln other 1words is Amenca as symboltzed by the Statue of

" Liberty '— still the “mother- of exiles,™ here to take into her - .-

bosom:. the tiuddled ‘masses of the world? Or is. she. “Liberty
enlightening the world,” as the statue. was orlgtnally named by
Fredcnc Balrtholdt" . L . e
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546-1400

When ‘you need us .
.we'll be there .

from sonie developmg countries use-up | therr quotas s fast there.

Some 90000 immigrant. petitions are: now backlogged,

awaiting processing by the. understaffed - lmmrgratron and -

Naturalization Service: Most of. the backlog.is. from Asran and

-+ Latin Amefican, countrtes o ' .-

Ma_]or pressure is currently commg ako from the “back door
. Latin"American. and: Caribbéan countries, notably - Mexlco

Before ,the 20,000 -per country - quota was ‘imposed in° ‘1976, -

Mexrco was sendmg some 50 000 1mmrgrants annually

H

On the question of:total imimigration quotas, there: are vaned

47Q,000 newcomersemered each year - ’ AT

Envrronmentallsts and zero populatlon growth advocates

. thmk we ve already passed the safety hmlt and want to cut back
the Umversrty .

. At the other: end of the spectrum, some advocates of greater ‘
openness belreve this country. can absorb up to-one mrllton a .

year for some trme S

Father Hesburgh S cOmmMission has under study a proposed

'. ceiling, of 750,000 which is keyed to-a projected stable U.S,
: ;populatton of just under’ 300 million by the year 2030 if fertrlrty

rates. remam at the present level
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