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By Martm Toombs

Canandaluga ; At “its
meeting’ Saturday, __the,
Diocesan Pastoral Councrl -

. (DPC] heard plans for a series
of television . programs - made
possible by the" National

.Commmunications Coliection -

tobe shown inthe drocese
T Meetmg at St. Marys the -
DPC heard” Sister Roberta .
Tierney, who is heading the
-. committee working -on - the -
project, describe the plaris. for.

" eight one- -half-hour - -programs.-

“which . will “ be-. .available to-
-viewers. throu,ghout~ the
j diocese. :

The programs in thé “PM
.Magazine”  format,: will
.feature. 'national segments: -
supplemented by segiments

. produced in the diocese.

Workmg wrth a $38 000
budget shé said, the com-

" miittee “has hired a producer

- for the local ségments,-and- is
collectrng -information’
concerning the availability ~_
- and costs of trme in the early

;.. evening -Of prime - time on’

television stations which sefve
" the: diocese. The -fact: ‘that -
~ .Syracuse and. possrbly
. Binghamton stations. will" be-
- -riggded to. cover. the’ diocese
" has-caused the’ group to open
‘discussions ~concerning
cooperation with the Syracuse
,dlocese in" sponsonng the
pro;ect

. The . group' ~has. 54 .
! suggestions for “the -local”
< segments,she noted, mcludmg
-such- things as" the Catholic
- Workef - movement;. thé

divoréed - and separated
- ministry, and the: permanent
-diaconate. She rioted that the
‘_commrttee also wishes to- have

By John Dash

Among the many issues
debated and positions- taken -
by last week’s meeting of the -

- United. - States - _Catholic’
Conferencel Natronal
.Conference " of .’ Cathohc
_ Bishops,. Bishop Matthew H.
-Clark especially looks forward
~“to the-. “publication " .and
dlssemmatlon of ,the’

. Statement on the Laity.™ The
document is. bemg lssued on" - states; “We belicve that in"the .

the 15th ‘anniversary-of the
’ Second Vaucan Councrl’

Brshop Clark vrSrble m the' :

5‘.’“&".

Si‘ster‘_'Roberta : also
'responded to comments made
by Virginia Marshall who had
made - a- presentation 1o -the

" DPC -on thé " handicapped.

"Mrs, ‘Marshall discussed her

' . experience with her son, and
_on the Rochester City School R
District’s Handrcapped

Committee. She had criticized

" the handlmg of students in

“Catholic schools. whose' cases
came before the commrttee '

Sister - Roberta pornted out
that- public. school €mployees
do. the dragnostrc work  on

Catholic school smdemd*'

“for that redson they appcar
~ before - the Handicapped
" Commtiittee wherni _the -case is
discussed. I the “Catholic
schoeols are unablé to provrde
the -eduication a-child requires,
he or she nay benefit more by

: attendmg a public. school. She
.also. noted that the diocese is
working to strengthen the-

religious ‘education programs

“for the handrcapped

~The -D,PC, also hea_rd a
presentation by Father Robert
Kennedy" on' the- revision of
the -diocesan guidelines for the.

frrst\\receptron and “.ad- "
ministration. " of "the
. sacraments. He described the

first draft- .of .the various.
documernts, notmg that final
'drafts will be given 10 Btshop

“pletedguidelines will be made
_at meetings. in February and
March L

Brshop Clark told the DPC -
about ® -the just-completed

meeting’ of the .-National .~

‘Conference . of Catholrc_
Brshops (NCC‘B) i

document ()n the same .
subject. Bishop Clark said.last
week that the new. Statement
- “reaffirms the:directions given
"in- that ‘document,” generally
‘regarded as major afﬁrmauon
~of the placé.of the laity in ‘the -
mrssron of the Church i

" The brshops meetmg in .
Washlngton DC., -also
“produced a - statement on
wprtal -purishmerit *” which

condrtrons of " contemporary
Amerrcan socrety,. ‘the.

approved The.« ocuments wrll
-provide - oppohumtres for -
catechesis, he ‘poted. Am\ng

them was the draft of a

docurhent which. more fully
explaips: * the: . NCCB’s
arguments against ‘the use of-

- capital pums ment. "The -

documernt-— restates - the.
Church’s posmon that states
have. the righl to exercise
capital punishment,-but stdtes -
-that the'right sp'rould not -be

., exercised.” [t was-passed,” he
‘ sard with the knowledge that . -

it would not -be| “accepted or
understoodbyall."' -

. The NUCH a6 7amed 2.
program for ,prrestly\for :
miation, ~ a - statement " “on’

. Marxism and - Commumsm

and.-on the- place of .the
Church in higher ‘education.

" Those actions were in addition.

to_the more’ hrghly “publicized
- action'to-remove the language”
from .the Mass which is fhot
inclusive of all [persons. ‘The . -
various. changes, which -wilk__
have 'to .be app*roved by the -
- Vatican, all: ’recerved the..

. requrred two thrrds or . more

favorable votes he com-

. mented

-

L local issubs. “the 5rshbp '

" noted ‘that a [committee -is:

curren\]y .S udymg Jthe ]
diocésan seminaries:and doing

"a five-year y')rOJecnon for.
~ Clark-~in December Five.~
.presentatlons on the com-

:them:.” While| .noting_ the-
f‘concern ‘over the seminaries’-

_futures, . he' commented that. -

- he “wouldbe most reluctant’
to: sacnt'rce” the mstrtunons
He also noted-that a time .
“for a decision |is close on: the
rmplementaum of a diocesan -
appeal that’ could replace the

legitimate - purposes -« of .
punishmerit dojnot justify the.-
rmposmon of the  death
pe_nalty A '

.. ,

: “That' statement contams
rmportant Catholic pnncrples, o
‘Bishop Clark said, ° and very
c_hallengmg, ‘ghestions.” He
“acknowledged that “obviously

. not éverybody ]\vrll agree with”

“but_“it’s ‘a-very-sérious
document He hopes thatit
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