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make my | bread T
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-home _on, the - wings of

Further

At the rtsk of falhng off a Wall and knowmg full
- well the - importance ‘of mculcatmg -the Chrtsuan
N 'message in- whatever means possrble, we. §till must
| admiit to-a: very squeamish- feeling -at the pltght of
) some well- meamhg folks shcmg up- Mother Goose

. must tell the_truth,” We" never felt any
: I -particular loyalty. to that legendary author of Mother ‘
i1 | Goose’s”Melodies — - until now” when' some . of the...
{10 IS vrllagers have taken to evrscerattng her publicly..” - .

: To: get to ‘the meat of. t\he problem A common *
1 denommator for us -all and can’t’' we hear. it. betng
}- cadenced. in rumblmg tones at this very:momeny) is: -
4. “Fee, fi, fo, fum, T smell the blood: of an Englishman.’
|- Be he alive .or ‘be- he dead llI grmd his - bones 0.

v

Ghastly' Yes Gory' To be sure: But more thai, it *
s ongmal Itis poetlc -And its message. is" brought. -

fright’ — - there -are some -

.unholy cutups out "there: -Tt boIstered our fear .of
unworldly monsters much as Chrtsttamty ttself does.

it was not our dear kmd protagomst
1 Jack who .was bellowrng threats. but. rathér” that-
) ‘_'embodtment of meanness, the gtant whom we: our- :

selves mtght come - across |f we wandered too far

from home

. What thrs is all about dear reader is. the faot that
-a. new book-is out — the- Christian. Mother ‘Goose.. It
-8, avatlable at Chiristian -bookstores. lts -version of
“this- blood-curdling. tale goes like: [hlS “Fee, fi, fo,
fum 1 smell cookies ‘that sméll ‘yum, yum. Be: ‘théy
oatmeal or. gmgerbread ‘before, 1 eat them,’ lll bow

my head.” A -

_Now.. not one of us could downplay that call to

' prayerful thanks for the good cooktes of life. But we’

really shouldn’t ‘be ‘encouraging the’ krddnes ‘1o desrre A AT
4 ging . Catholies to. examing - bald crass,: racial’ hatred in. |- .

< rising from the tgnorance
‘and ‘hatred. of thie’ past” and being torn anew in; that 3
-tnfamous orgamzatron known as’ the Ku Klux Klan.* -

- alf that: flour and sugar. - .- -

Stmtlarly wrth Humpty Dumpty Agam we are. all -

probably unhappy. with ‘Humpty’s plight but "who,

krfows, -maybe ‘it kept. some of of. us from -precarious -

. No, we are-not. refemng to- Cardmal Medetros and RS
the abortion issue. We mean Bishop' 1eo T. Maher .
‘of San- Drego who issued a. pastoral. fetter. attacktng A

" the: Ku Klux, Klan and. admomshmg the 346,000

Catholtcs in San. Dtego ‘and Imperial counties to .}

““resist vrgorously an orgamzatton that fosters “the -

.sm of racrsm : 7

_ wallsitting. In -any event, sadness; 100, is part and. -

parcel of life. ‘Christians know: that. But, oh: yes, the
- NEW- VErse: “Humpty Dumpty sat’on a wall, Humpty

Dumpty had a great fall;; -Humpty Dumpty shouted protested the righit of Cardinal' Medeiros' to speak up

> - publicly on ‘what. he consnders to be a-moral issue of
the election? Was not’ BlShOp Maher; domg precisely
the “same - thirig-in a. "different context" Do not |-~
“reltgtous leaders who -protest-capital pumshment {as- .

9

Amen‘ God can put me together agarn

' /R’évrsmmsm is not.a respectable pasttme Rather )
-thanresorting: to it, we thmk -the Christian message
-"should. be brought 1o, "our. youngsters ongmally,
creattvely And- please lets not remove the- spiders; -
- the dragons the monsters from our fantasnes After, ‘
_all,we come 'across them in: real ltfe 100.. T

« 0

Now that the electton is ‘over ‘we ‘wonder about~ '

the protest that. wasnt made concermng a CatlToltc
brshop urgmg voters to take a. parttcular stance.

_.our OwR commumty

.

- effort. But the- pomt is that Bishop Maher called on’

An avowed KKK racist-was the candldate of the_"

Demoecratic party for Congress from ‘those -courities.
At presstime, we did not know._the ‘outcomeé of " his

i °Anyone -who' follows thrs edttortal page . knows we

couldnt ‘agree mote with Bishop :Maher. But thatis ...

not the point. here. Where were ‘all .the people’ who

we' do also) do the -same thmg”

the préjudiced - motives -of the protestors They. are

. Most Amertcans ‘would" agree that all crttzens -
regardless of position or fack of it, have a right and a -

- ..duty. 40 express, themselves on all issues. We' thmk-

" . 'the: key’to the protests of Cardinal Medetoros lies 1n

.afraid of what he is saymg S0. they want; (o shut htm RS
. up lts .that simple. . : .

':‘4and Oplmons

- Fragle Ones’ -
- A-Poor Term

-» Editor; -
= Congratulations -on what
appears to.be-the begmmng of
“a. potenttally excellent Series -

. 'j ori the shortage of . priesis in

- . our diocese. | wish, however,:
--to.. regtster my’ personal .ob-
, jection to-the patronizing and

) demeamng -language.. em-’

... ~ployed.in the first article in,

s which - 'some. priests are

referred to .as ‘the . “fragtle

. 18 > inade that among_ these
" “fragile ones” are those who
cventually leave.” -
.1 heard a clergyman afew"
years ago-make the-statement
" that: “We have a lot: of- clergy. -
~.in~ this.” ‘diocese, who: - are’
‘fragile.” He has since retired

" early due to declining health.-

. My -point_ is- this: -there’ is ‘a-
~+ sense.in which all of us are
- ~fragile. We -are" after: all; .
; “earthien vessels” and’ perhaps
..we fieed to recall that God
... often uses the weak -among us .
¢ .. to. confound the wise. The
.- linsipid use of a term such as”
.- " “fragile ones” is demeaning. to
" . the clergy. One-wonders what

jo . . makes then fraggle Is -one .
N judged “fragtle if he-does not,

5,

f into the prestyteral -mold? Or

: mmtstry

- ones™ and in whicl the point . which.implies that to leave the-

is one consittuttonally fraglle
born with some genétic
" malfunction whiich. keeps htm
- Whimpeting - and, limping - t0
.the Btshops door for help? ..
To- state “that the “fragile
onés™ eventually leave the
lS very con-- .
descending. | think the-oppo- .
site i$: true, It takes a lot of .
guts ‘to. change careers mid-. -

“stream.” Any priest I have

KnOWN. Who: s Jeft sthe

. ministry* has’ ﬁeem*anytﬁtni

but- “fragtle 1 refuse
acéept’ ‘the.line: of reasonmg

ministry is a sign of weakness N
Just not true. e
1 think, we need 10 be very
careful about _ the. pubhc e

language we. employ. It is -
often”” demoralizing when *it -

_could-be, instead, very healmg1
and life-giving. If no one loves .

- them, the Lord speaks nothtng

_but a.clear'and poignant word
of love :and hope "to ‘His_ -

-suffering and broken ‘people.,

. and often, as I-have said; uses '

_them - in- .ways that, are -

-,shattermg 10, thase’ presumed

. td-be the “strong and wrse

.among us..

Father Ronald P Harley
-~ . 15SouthSt.
Rochester, N. Y 14607

_in some “Wway, conform or it ",
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-..somehow forcibly
Wwho?

what to. make and what ns spm off cells cambecome. -

: By JavMerwm
Relu.mus l\ews Serute

Father Gregor Johann Mendel
-~ Augustinian. monk, -used  bags of paper and calico to protect
- “his plants against acctdental cross-pollination during a series -
of botanical expertments now recogmzed as the- foundatlon
of. tmodern genettc theory :

ln 1978 more, than a century later the movie Demon
*. Seed”” portrayed an- indepéndent-minded *compuiter- Wthh

Ayiee o

Créatéd ic The™
and sought to reproduce tts own mtelltgence through- her

s

lt ‘will take more than caltco and commori sense to-ensure

safe -use of modern biomedical developments which now -

. ‘enable scientists to aliet. the genettc composmon of living

_organisms. There is potential in these revelattons for,
" calculated genetic exclusion. of hereditary. human ‘diseases®
‘and malformations as well as for a uttlttartan mtx h. match
approach to reproductton ; )

A presrdenttal panel recently anngunced plans to Study the
- ethical - issues,_surrounding gerrettc research and. to suggest -
ways for government-to momtortt ) R

The Presrdems Commtssron for the Study of Ethtcal
Problemsf in. Medicine and Biomedical” Research was
rcspondmg to a joint request submitted last June by Brshop
Thomas _Kelly,” OP, general secretary . of- the - National
Conference of Catholic - Bishops; Claire Randall, -general

secretary of the National Council-of Churches and.Rabbj -

"Bernard Mandelbaum, gneral secretary of the Synagogue
(ounul of Amertca .

.’,\~ -

The mterfatth statement was drafted i the wake ofa June
16 Us. Supreme -Court décision extendmg federal. patent’

" protection to new, bacteria created in'a' General Eiectric Co.-.

"computer, it seeriied, coveted her genes

fbate /

A

~~, what.constitutesa " good ora~bad” gene?. O
Employmg a'method called ammniocentesis. phystctans can - -

tmpregnated the |ovely wife of a scientist -

the- l9th century_ R
extract cells from a fetus i in the womb between the 16th and -

_18th week of pregnancy-to check-for abnormalities such as - .
mengal retardatton The sex of the fetus can also be deter .o

mingd.: ™ | -

The tests are often used to reassure parents who feared‘

“ihat céftain Jecessive traits-in their-owh -genetic, make-up
. ‘would produce a physrcally or mentally damaged child. But

the results of amniocentesis could lead to abortions When -

. genettc defects show up; “or_even when the parents really

.....

carrytng .
“Would yoit fori mstance want 10 conceive achild who wrll

" die.of cancer.at 40 if that- tendency for the devélopment of.

cancer -can be shown: before birth?" asks one of the
developers of amniocentesis, Dr. Cecil B: Jacobson, chief of
‘the Reproducuve Genencs Unn at George ™ Washmgton

- University,

“Naturally at this- pOmt we're- not able-to do that Butif -

we could. tell what fetusés are’ going 10 bé affecied with
cancer in- their 405 and 50s, I 'would be for aborting them
_ now Thatwould eliminate some types of.cancer lorever

The Rev. Joseph Fletcher author of the controversral

o -book Situation Ethics.” takes that.argument a'step further.
. Atd 1979 Symposrum on Gentlics and Law in Boston-_hc

" where carriers -of genetic disease do riot abstam voluntarily

" laboratory. The. patentapphes 0.2 new orgamsm destgned 0.

break upoil sptlls

" The- patented bacterta were created through

. burgeoning * recombmant deoxynbonuclerc acid (DNA)~' .

‘technolegy known. as . “gene sphcmg The . procedure ‘n-

- volves splitting. the Tings ¢ of genes and msertlng new.sections

* s0.that they recombinie in a new. genetic pattern. DNA is the .
.determining chemical ‘of heredtty which'tells each 1iving celI

“In what has been descnbed as “the ftrst major ﬂower of
recomblnant DNA, Genentech Inc., a'private research firm,’

‘has begun. tests on 4.new. synthettc insulin_ for _diabetics ..

“whose ‘bodies typically lack_sufficient amounts of -the sub-
stance 1o digest sugars and'/ arpohydrates. By: programmtng
bacteria to produce msulm researchers. hope to produce a.
"-substanee that is more -acceptable to human body chemtstry
than the tradtttonal tnsultn substrtute derrved from antmals

ln other developments researchers at the Umversrty of

said, ““coercive or’ Compulsory control is ]USllfled in.cases-

f rom havmg chtldren ne

—-

. Seekmg the mtddle ground a theologtcal task force

~commtssroned -by the National Council of, Churches at:

- tempted -

‘to establish a- Christian" framework for ‘un-

© derstanding .genelic techriology..as a purely amoral agent

-

the ". B

: rather than one Wthh 1s tnherently good orevtl \

Whtle acknowledgmg the hazards of playtng God
report pointed out: “First, God acts through the processes of

‘deeds v

natuare. Second, God acts through human bemgs ahd therr

Thus the NCC Panel on Human Ltfe and the New

Aruly through intenitionally Yuman genetrc acts as through
" the humanly uninterided genetrc processes that have made "~

[N

T take the same .view. In_a statement entitled’ Evangeltcal
Perspecttves on Human Engmeenng, a-20-member com- " -

humamty genettcally what it s now

As early as 1975 evangeltcal Cliristian scholars seemed 0,

mission - argued that “genetic planning” shotild consrder
among . other thmgs, the~implications -of bearing and’ not

. bearing chtldren who may be seriously deformed, and the

Cahfornta in Los Angeles last April transplanted two dif- - -

ferent types of ﬂenes mto the cells of laboratory mtce
S
And Jin Septtmber two screnttsts at ‘Yale - Umversrty

' 'successfully implanted foreign. genes into mouse -embryos,

~-thus, altering the: animal's basic genetic composition. The
technology canput within-hiinan. reach. thé power toiweed
~out forms of mental rétardation. Tay-Sachs disease. §
-c€ll anemia.and 6ther genettc defects by replacmg the suspect
genes wrth new ones,, ) : BRI i

recent advances in .
ratses the spectre of a genettc

Genespltcmg coupled wrth
reproductton research

,." ..

socral consequences of canng for deformed chtldren

- The panel also warned agatnst
tgnorance of- developments m general pubhc attttudes

~ T e

Others, however are more fearful “When we move from

o éoncern for the -well- beéing of the- individual t0:concern: for.

_ society ‘as;a whole, we tend to start looking at what is. suf- -
ficient for society,”

said the Rew. Robert. Brungs, -SJ;

" - associate proféssor’ of physrcs and’ theologrcal studies at St

-

At

unnecessary alarm and

“'seln Garden

L gmonopoly in Wthh certain; personal traits are bamshed from
existence. -But-who will have the ultimate: authortty over,

the

+

. "-Lours Umversrty “thh that type of view freedom :can be TR
‘ 'eroded .

. He belteves that the Roman\Cathohc Church “has -not- -
" addressed this (o the degree that it must To doso isa major :
- ._"task forthe future ; . - :

g
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- ,;Genettcs said, “theologically understood, God’ ‘may work as -
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