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““¢ommits adultery- in his heart™

Follong is” the text ol"Pope John Paul’s addreSs l'or
“Oct.-8, as reported by “L’Osservatore Romano,” jn which "~

he cpncludes his: dlssertatlon on “adultet!y in‘the heart.” T
' -*_ 1o the.sphere in.‘'which. it js a guestion in. parttcular of :

Today T wish- to conclude the analysis of the words.

spoken by Christ- in the. Sermon on' thie- Mount _on

adultery and “lust,” and in particular of -the last efement. .

of his enuncranon. in which “lust of thé eyes" is deﬁned' T
T spectt“ cally as. adultery commltted in the heart ’

We have already prevrously

. that” the" above-mentroned
,_.words ‘are usually understood as -
" desire’for. another’s wife (that_is.
accordmg 10 the spirit _of ihe.
. niith commandment of . the
Decalogue) 1t seems;. however

that thts mterpretatron —amore

: restncuve «One — can. and ‘must -

-be. 'widened in- the llght of the

“totat-- - context. - The " moral .

- evaluation " of Just. - (of "looking

“lustfully) whlch Christ calls

“adultery commiited -in-the heart,” scems to depend’ above
~-all on the personal dignity itself.of -man and- of woman..
Thls holds - true both - for those .whio are -not -united ‘in-

marriage, and — penha_ps even more — for those who are '

husband and wrfe . -

The‘analysns whrch we' have made S0 far of ‘the.

" .enunciation: “You. have. heard that-i was said; “You shall -
. not commit adultery But | say.to you\that ‘every one who

looks at a woman- lustfully has already commitied adultery
with_her in Tis heart,”

-enunciation contains. ; Let us dwell on ‘the situation
- described by the Master asituation i which the: one who

T act. of lust " (expréssed by -the “look), .is. the -man. [t is -
“significant ‘that -Christ; speakmg of the- ObjCCt of . this act,
does not stress: that it is “another man’s wife,” or a woman

.~ who is not is own wife, but’ says genertcally a woman:

“Adultery ‘committed- “ini the heart™ is nof circumscribed in

" the fimits of thé interpersonal relatlonshtp which make it

v

- ‘. “lust™

possrble to determine adultery committed “in_the body.”" It .

Jis not these’ limits that decide exclusively and esseritially
about adultery committed “in the feart,” but the_very
nature of lust, expressed in this-case-by-a look, that is. by
the fact that_that man' — of whom Christ speaks, for the
sake of. example, —- “looks lustfulty.™.

- way ata woman,who is not _his wrfe .Dbut precisely because
“he looks at a:woman:in thts way. Even if_he:looked .in this
way ‘at -the “'woman’ "who. is- hls wrfe, he could lrkewrse—
' commit adultcry “in hrs heart.”

Thls tnterpretatlon seems. 0 iake into consxderatron
more amply . what: has- been said about lust in these.
analyses as.a whole, and primarily. about the lust of the
flesh-as-a permanent element “of man’s sinfulness (status

* ‘naiurae lapsae). The tust. which. as ‘an interior act, springs .
" from this ‘basis (aswe, tried to indicate in.the precedmg‘ i

analyses) changes Alie ‘very intentionality’ of the woman’s.
existénce “for™ man reducing the riches of- the perennial
~call 'to the communion of persens, the riches of the deep
attractiveness ~of - ‘masculinity and femmmtty. {0 mer¢

. sattsfacuon ‘of the sexual “need” of the body (with which

the concept ot' “msnnct seemis to be Imked ‘more closely)

As a result of thts reducuon the person- (m thts case the

: womanl ‘becomes for “the -other person (the’ ‘man) mamly-
the_object ‘of - the potential. satisfaction of- his ‘own_sexual -

“need.” In this way. that mutual “for™ is dtstorted losing
“its: character of communion of ‘persons in favor of the -

. utilitariap’ fiinction.” A man who:*looks” in this way, as

the woman;- her femininity, to
- Although he doés .not: do so

*Matthew writes, “uses”
_-satisfy’ his own “instinct.”

_ with. an exferior-act, he has already -assumed. this. attttude;'
deep down, mwardly _deciding-in’ this way with regard to.a
- ‘given waman. This is what adultery “in the heart”™ consists
. of- Man can commit this aduliery “in the heart” also with™ .

_regard. to his own wife, tl‘ he treats; her only as an ObjCCl to
satlsfy mstmct M . S

R (B ls not possrble to arrive-at the second mterpretatlon of

* the. words -of ‘Matthew, . if we’ ¢onftne ourselves 1o the

' purely psychological mterpretauon of lust without takmg
~.into “account what ‘constitutes - its specific theological
characrer that is, the organic relationship between’ lust (as -

an act) ‘and the . fust of the. flesh, as. so to’ speak. a’ per-
“.manenit dtsposmon denved from man’s smt'ulness The
purely psychological (or sexologlcal) interpretation of .-
.does not-seem to constitute' a sufficient: basrs to-.
“understand. the text+of. the Sermon on- the Mount. 'in-
question, If on the other hand:we refer to the. theologtcal

" intérpretation ‘— withotit underestrmatmg what, remains -

unchangeable in_the-first - mterpretauon {the psychologtcal

_one) —it; that is. the second- tnterpretatton (the- theologtcal .

- onel, appears 10 us-as more complete

Tl‘tanks o' it. in fact also the ethtcal meaning- of the key

enunmauon of the Sérmon 'on the Mount. to Which we -
-~ owe-lfie adequate dlmensmn of the ethos of. the Gospel

)
becom‘es clearer: -

Sketcblng this dtmenSton Chnst remams fatthful to thei —

‘Law; ‘Thmk not that T have come to abolish’ the law and.
- the prophets 1 have come, not 'to abolish them but- -to, ’
l'ulfrll thien)." Consequiently- he shows. how deep ‘down it is

necessary .10 8o. how the recesses of ihe ‘human heart must, .-

be thoroughly revealed, .in order that this heart- may
“become "a: place of “~fulfillmént” of “the Law. The - énun-
“ciatjon of Matthew. which makes- manifest- the mtertor-

perspectrve of adultery commnted *in the heart — and in’ .
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indicates the niecessity of amplifying - -
' and “above :.all :deepening the interpretdtion . presented
prevnously, with- regard 10" the ethical- meaning that. this .

by means “of .an inferior -~

Adultery “in the:.’
heart” is¢ commttted not only ‘because: man “looks™ "in this .-

Jan Cl’“ayton

" "Clayton_ will be fhe main
. speaker at the Huther-Doyle

~ in family- counseling in-cases

Councrl on: Alcohohsm

" Iran. The ceremony ‘'marked -—

thrs perspecuve pomts out the rtght ways: 6 fulftll the

-commandment; - “do .not- commit adultery” " is-an ex:
traordinary argument of it: This enunciation refers, in fact,

purtty of heart” fan expresslon which-— as is known —
has a wrde meanmg in the Btble) ) ;, o
Y S

' Elsewhere too we will have the opportumty to conS|der' -
T m what way the commandment “do not commit adultery

"= Which-as regards the. way: in. which’it [is' expréssed and.
. -the content, is a- univocal and severe prohtbltron {like. the

;- ‘commandment *Ycu shall not covet your neighbor’s wrfe“) .

— i carrted ont pret'tsely by ‘means ol' "purtty of heart

The severrty and. strength of the prOhlblllOl‘l are tesufred .
mdlrectly by the following words of -the text of .the: Sermon'~ :
on the Mount, in Wthh Christ speaks’ ftgurattvely of .

“plucking out. ones eye” -and “cuttmg off -one’s, hand™ 4f -

“these.” members were the cause. of sin. We ‘have ® seen

, previously -that -the: leglslatton of the Old’ Testamerit, - -

.though aboundtng in severe puriishments, d|d not .con-.
tribute 10’ the fulfiliment of the Law. because its casuistry

T was marked by many compromises. with . the lust of. the -
that the -com- .

flesh. -Christ teaches. on the contrary

mandment is“carried. out-through * "purity of-heart.” which

is not given: to man anless at the .cost of :firmness with- -
.regard-to everythmg that ‘springs from 'the lust. of the flesh.”.

'He «who' is able- to-demand. consrstently from hlS “hedrt.™
" from hrs "heart and from h|s “body acqmres pumy of
heart . . :

’ The commandment “do not commtt adultery fmds tlS" <y
rightful’ fotivation in the indissolubility - of “marriage_in""
which man and womar. by virtue of the original plan of =
+ . thé Creator unité -in such a way thdt *
one flesh Adultery, by its essence, is it confliet-with this.
"_unity, in: ‘the sense in_which -this unity corresponds: to the - -
“dignity. of~ persons., Chrtst not. only _confirms :this essential "
aims -at .
strengthenmg it-in the very depth of the human person. . .
" The new dimension of €thos is always connected with the ~ §.713%
‘and with - f¥
in -order that’ man, male-and - - |
may .
" shine. forth ‘more fully i that heart. -Freed from the

.éthical meanrng of the- commandmenl but

revelation of: that depth, which is called “heart.”
.its liberation from “lust,”
.fémale, in all the. interior truth of the mutual “for.”

constraint and from ‘the 1mpa1rment of the spirit, that ‘the
_lust of the flesh brmgs with jt, the human being, male and

~ fémale, finds himself mutually in the -freedom of the. gtft N 3}
" whichis the condition of all -life together in, truth, and.)in . "

_-’particular, in the freedom of ‘mutual giving; since both, as™

* husband and: wife, musi.form the sacramental untty w1lled

,as Genesrs says by the Creator htmself

 Slated for
Fund Ratser

. Former televnston star Jan

Foundation’s. .~
annual - fund-raiser  this,
Saturday evening- --at the' .
Rochester Chamber - of .
Commerce

Memorial .

.o

The foundatron IS, mvolved

of drug and . alcohol
_ rehabilitation. Ms. Clayton,
who. played the mother-in the
long- runnmg TV seriés,
“Lassie,” herself. a I~
reoovenhg alcohohc and has 'neEd anythmg else?

worked - with'- ‘the Natronal o

The affalr begms wrth a
-social hour at630pm tobe '
followed -by ~dinner and
dancmg Reservations are.still -
“available by - callmg -the ,
~Huther-Doyle .- Memorial
lnstttuteat 671- 3591
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" spoken by Christ in. “the Sermon ©n ‘the. Mount opens the

‘the” two become .

As is plam the necessrty whrch in the Sermon on the- e
Mount, Christ’ Iays .on-all his actual-and “poteritial listeners, . .

belongs 10 the interior Space ln ‘which man-— precrsely the_‘

wone who is listening.to him - must perceive anew thé -lost ..
‘fullness” of “his ~humanity; and’ ‘want ‘to regain ‘it. JThat °

_ fullness. in: the mutual relationship of ‘persons; -of the ‘man.
“and of the ‘woman, is ¢laimed by :theé Master in Matthiew,

havmg in: mind, above ail the indissolubility *of- imarriage;. - R

““but alse every other form of the ‘common “lifé .of : :men and .
‘women:_thal common: life which constitutes the pure and'
 simple fabric .of existence, Human life, by its nature is “co-
‘edugative” ‘dnd its drgmty, -it§ .balance; depend-at ‘every
, moment of . history and at every point -of geographical

Iongrtude and lautude on who she wilt. be for ‘him, and e

: he for- her R

> N\ "
The words spoken by, Christ in- the. Sermon on the
Moant- have certainly.- this univérsal and at the same time
profound- srgmftcance Only in this way tan'- they be
understood in- the ‘mouth of him ‘who Knew " thoroughly
“what was in man;” and who at the-same. time bore. within -
htm the, mystery Sf<the “redemption of- the’ bodyt“ as Str

Paul will put it. Are we to. fear. the severity of these words, - '

" or rather-have confrdence in thelr salvific’ content m thetr
power" T : L

ln any case, the analysrs camed out of the” words..
_'way to further indispensible reflections in order. to reach -
“Tull. awareness of “historical” - man, and- above all of
modern man of hts conscrence and he for her
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NEW MASS SCHEDULE
Begmmng Nov. 15th & 16th
s SaLEveSPM )

Sunday83010001130am
.. DAILY MASSES. 4:
7AM 8AM &121(_) s B

L Come JoinUs = .
j‘ Old St. Mary’s Church
15 South St

4th of a serles :

Words of |
“Our Lady -
of Guadalu ;ve"

“Ltsten, my son, to what I tell
- you now: do not be-troubled nor -
* disturbed:- by anythtng, ‘do not-
fear tllness nor. any other dts- :
' tressing OCCUrrence, Nor’ pain.
" Am I notyoeur mothér? Am Inot
" life and- health? Have' I not.
: placed you on my fap and made - §
you my respon51b111ty> Do you _

Spoken in 1531 g

Prayer of Pope Pms XII
“Hail, O. Vtrgm of Guadalupe,
_Empress of America! Keep for-
ever under. your powerful pat--
ronage the purity.and integrity. - 2\
* « ~of Our Holy Faith on the ennre -

Remembered

lnterfatth Prayer

Servnce took -place” yesterday
‘at- St Marys 'Church, -
downtown, in-_honer” of the.
.American hostages Held, "in -

the ‘one-year anniversary of -

_. " the takeover of the Amcncan o
Embassymlran -0 A .

THE ROSARY DEVOUTLY
"EVERYDAY = = .

Father Ronald Harley

.in ‘the - downtown area par-
ticipated' and- Rabby-Judea-

LEARN HEED PRACTICE and SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF
reported that most churches - EATIMA GOD WILLS IT OUR LADY WISHES IT- OUR HOLY FATHER
ASKS IT-HELP RETURN THE WORLD TOJESUS. THROUGH MARY

Miller: of” Tcmple Brith -
. Kodesh wds ‘main speaker.
. ASin attendance was John '
-Schaffer, a br0ther of .ong of
+the hostages held tnlran“ L B o

- To help spread Our Lady’s message via this series of Her quotattons, A \ .
S " please send contributions to:: "~ - v
Mary Kelly, c/o Blue Army, 7 Harwooel Lane, East Rochester, NsY 14445
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