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g 'Dedtcatton of- "St.

- church of Pepe John. Paul,
- Bishop. of ‘Rome.’
. -diocese has’

- has.
- *Cathedral™ comes from the -

tEr Albert ‘
|Shameon -

- Word for Sunday

* remember-

| :Cathedral

Sundays Readtngs. (R3)
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8:22:23, - 27 30, (R2) EPh
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Sunday is “the feast: of the"
John
Lateran. 'St.. John. Lateran.

not St. Peter is the.cathedral .

‘Every -’
only -one -
cathedral — for éach diocese .-
only ;one” bishop,

'-Latm word cathedra

Slgn of

Rockvrlle Centre < There .

.

‘vvhtch means chatr The

cathedral is the' place where -

the 'bishop’s. chair is from
. which he presides duringthe
liturgy. In Si. John Lateran,

- John. Paul's chair is in the‘ '

nght transept -

Constanttne

is:in the-vestibule — near thé.

" . Lateran palace. Thepalace. ‘
was given by Constantine to~ ~
.as ~his -

Pope - Sylvester I

. residence.” It was ongmally

- are diocéses -in "th¢: country -

i alr&dy facing priest shortages -

. mdre severe than currently

exrsttng in Rochester

One that may offer sone

" lessons for what - could be

. which -vies _for- ‘the. dubious
distinction of being the most ~

' - country.

.

Rochester’s- future s the
Rockville €Centre .. diocese.

priest-poor diecese -in the-

"Rockville Centre, - which’
- covers™ the Leng . Island
counties” of - ‘Suffolk - and
Nassau..has about. 500 priests. -
including the religiods priests .

_in the diocese‘ ‘Msgr. John .

* . "which,

‘Dunn,

" dipcesan  priests
personnel direcior, -.noted.”
That is-more-than Rochester
~including ~ religious
priésts, has a few more than
400 active pnests

But Rockv:lle Centre has -

. more - tHan three times, as

] many Cathohcs with tts l3 :

Shortage

_property - that- beionged 1o - of
John the Baptist, the piazza -
s packed with thousands of R

“the - noble - family of  the
Laterani — and their. name

‘the Great .
-"_ built his church — his statue--

" Monument,

e -

TR IS

! Wednesday. N'o(émber

. wasgivento: thechurch The. "
*-popes- livéd.-in the Lateran .
- “Palace- until the Holy See

was transferied- to Avignon,

©in 1307 .o
. When the;'pope‘s réttimed.‘

" they took up residence in St.
Peter’s. Perhaps most of us.
the. Lateranm
Palace as the piace where
" the’ Lateran Treaty was
signed- July . 11, 1929, bet-
“ween'the- Holy See” -and
Mussolini, . creating the»
‘i‘nde'pendent’ Vatican State :

A few lldbllS about” St
John Lateran Church, The
‘Tacade, - srmple
monumental, is topped by
16 collosal statues of Christ
and the -apostles and saints.
Like. the Victor Emmanugl
these . statues
can be’seen‘from.many. parts _

. - Rockville Centre Diocese:

ings to ‘Come?

3 —

miiliion, compared 0. -the
Rochester diocese’s 350 000. .

Even with - that number of )

‘Cathelics.. Long " Island --
served: by -only 128 panshes

(compared to Rochester’s 162 ..
= partshes and 25" mtssmns)

- which have: membershtps as

high as 6 000 families. .double:
_the largest Rochester panshes

New dtoeeses somettmes
face several years. of ‘a priest -
sh_ortage and that is especially
severe on Long Island, asthe.

22 years of " the - dioceses -

existence also have been years
of rapid populatton growth

Msgr .Dunn noted “that

‘they haven't had to close .
parishes yet, but are dropptng _

those parishes - with-. four .
priests.-to three, ‘and those’

‘with “three 1o -two. Factors

“ifivolved in the - decnsron in-

clude ‘effective non-ordained"
staff' at .the parish. as well. as
permanent deacons: :

" The, tmpact of the deacons :

vartes. he noted In the

. Rockyillé Centre diocese. they: -

-are sponsored’ by “their parish,
and. retrn to parish - work.
About 50  parishes - haveﬂ
permanent deacons. he said.’

Whtle a partsh havmg four: .

priests sounds like a luxury, in .

a parish of 6.000 families, that
‘would be a priest for every
1,500 families.. A° pansh with
1,500 " families - in’ - the

Rochester diocese would most

ltkely have two- pnests .

The vast'
‘geography . *—

times as many Catholics as
Rochester,. is roughly the srze
of Steubén County alone —
limits ‘the applicability of the °
Rockvrlle 'Centre ‘experience

and,

people .in- carnival mood.
They fire skyrockets -and-.
roman ' candles._at.. the

- . défenseless statues — a solid

hit-is. supposed to brmg good
luck, '

" Why do we: celebrate the :

~dedtcauon of John+Lageran
or of any- other church”

. There - are" many reasons.

. John-Lateran is the “Mother-

“Church and’ head of all-
churches" — for-it-is Peter’s
Chwrch, and Christ. founded
HIS Church on Peter

. The church building is the .

vrsxble symbol of God's

ngdom onearth Sinceitis -

" founded ‘on’ the aposties,
‘twelve plaees on the-walls of
.a church- were anointed at -
- the time’ of its:"dedication. -
"These twelve: spots are”

- memorialized by 12- crosses:

of Rome. On:the feast of St. . .

drffer_enee m
- Rockville * |
Centre, wi_thv'more_ than three -

' to.our-own diocese ‘But its use:

- of large parishes to deal with' -
twice as many. partshtoners
. per priest couiid foretelt: future

. changes

[T

TG ontmued from Pat.e l

WI‘IIIC many efforis will, be o

: needed 10 lessen rmpact of the’

" shortage of priests,

* vocations .

Bishop-
~ Hickey notes that the -only
. -lasting SOIUIIO[] s an increase
l{l VOCa[lOfIS

some prtests and the wor-
séning priest shortage, -ex-

pressed the impending need w0’

amalgamate parishes” to get

"_the most efficient use .of the

To that end the dtocese has -

full- time
"Father

establtshed
dtrector
Thomas Valentt

"young . ‘people - about _the:

' pnesthood and reltgtous life..

- need ’

And whtle such efforts and L

.the coritinuing requests -for
prayers for vocations,

personnel avatlablet»

Both called for a planmng .

‘process . which will directly.
affect’ the -future *of  -the

“diocese’s parishes, ‘as will the.

- study ‘currently bemg done on

to educate |

the role- of _ the, permanent "

) deacons

4re :

-worthwhile; even. if there is a

large influx of vocations to the
" priesthood; it would take nine:

_:years before any additional .
°." priests were available, -

-The diocesan’ respons_e o -

" the situation-was suggested-by

two related - calls made by
. “Bishop'-Hickey- and BlShOpA'
Clark at the convocation of : -

the Diocésan. Pastoral Councrl
in September N

Btshop Clark noted the
to examtne
“ytilized . butldtngs n-

-under- -

t,he~

. - diocese, -citing the need for
proper stewardship of the real.

'-Classn‘ted
Cuddy.....: o
‘Curran. ......

- Editorial .. ...\ .., 17 -

'Hohman e

LR S N

. before. the .results of these

efforts, and the -work - for .

increased vocations, will ‘be-.
~known. That future will
.. réquire willingness on the part.”
of. pansh members to ‘par-,
ttCtpate in-the planning, and
-acceptance “of the- changes

" made.. Such. cooperatioit and -
: educatton, information . and
- planning; will- be ‘the” key .

-elements in. msurmg that the .~
.'various, mmtstrles that. -are -
part of the dtocese will
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"It will be ‘several years::

o continue to.- operate as ef
) fecttvelyasposstble .

.

with-a candle lit. before each

“cross, lit-on the-a anmversary

day of dedication, -

God's church is also a
~house  of prayer and the
" place - ‘of sacrifice for . the
people of. God. The sun is:
everywhere -~ along ‘the
" Atlanti¢ ‘seaboard, but in-
-~ winter it is more present in .
the South thari in the North.

“So God-is everywhere, but o

- He. is ‘more. present in the. .
church than out of it. Here
- God listens to the cries of .
His péople. Here too, during ©
the Mass, -Christ- personally.
comes _to -britig' grace- and
blessmgs through his®

"+ visitation. To_receive these

-abuitdant blessrngs, we neéd

only to come with hearts fuII A

~of love for ail. *

will

‘o

Heatmg & Coolmg

Service & Ihstallations | *

- Gas-&0il Furnace
Central Air & Heat Pumps
EIecﬂtromc Air Cleaners

“* JOHN-BETLEMINC. |

- CALL PAUL
271-8888
898 CIlnton Ave So

The Whtte House Con

. ference on the: Agmg has'begin:
. conductmg
. hationwidé, ingluding three at *-
" St. Ann's Home to determtne‘,

- mini- forums

the concerns, of the elderly on

: matters whtch affect them

" ‘Each fprunn is desrgned s0- -

that all -the concerns -voiced
be . relayed through
delegates to a county forum, a

state’forum and finally to the
" .White House confererice ttself .
_-from Nov.. 30toDec 4 l98l

The nauonal conferenoe

- 'wdl ‘explore’ ways in which.the :
public and private sectors can
assure a high quality-of life for -~ ~

older Américans.. 1t also- wrll

“chart direction for full in-.
,tegratton .of older Amencans .

in society.
Delegates from . the three

forums will attend the county '

forum from where concerns

will be. relayed- to- the state -

forum in Albany May 10- 12
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"OFFERS A VARIETY OF

MAUSOI.EUM CHYPTS
— FUR TWO —

PRIGED rnom $25(III
INCLUDING PERPETUAL CARE

| _TTERMS
"»FROM
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estate -and the. fuel used io Published .weekly: by the “Roghester |

‘- . wasted on -

“'heéat them. He called. for . the*"
development of a plannmg4

process’ so money worn't be

butldtngs

unnecessary B

Btshop Htckey, nottng “the -

Y

... ‘execessive.demands placed on’
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