© as well as

~ ¢ clarification of.“adultery."

R Follo is the text of l’ope John Paul’s general audlenee
- -address. as it appeared in the Oct, 6 issue of English
r ngu;eedltion of“L’OssenatoreRomno”‘ S
i ouranalysrs at the third part: of Chnsts
thé:Sermon-gn the Mount. The first part- was:
rd that it was. said,"*You shall not"commit -
@ond. “Butl Say to:you that every one who
lustfully, is grama_ncally connected with
-third part: - “has ‘already .

We am,
en.uncratron

- 5 that of. dividing; of sphttmg
| ‘Chiist's: enufciation

-may. seem .artificial: However
. in its totality, ‘the division of -the

text used-by-us may, prectsely, be .
- useful, provided that it is apphed

'eomuncuve way. And that is what we intend 'to,do. Each of .
‘the"distinct parts has -its. own spécific .content .and con::
notations; and this isprecisely-what we wish to stress: by

dividing ¢ the text. But it must be pomted out at-the’same fime - -

that éach:of the parts |sexplamed in direct relatronshrp with

- whole. - Here aie "these ¢clements; fo commit adultery; to

* the heart. 1t would be paiticularly difficult to establish the '
_ethical sense of “desiripg” withouy the element indicated here -

last, that is. “adultery in the heart.” The preceding analysrs" .
. has alréady takei this element into considerafion to a certain
> extent;. however, - fuller 'understanding - of the part: “to
after a specral -

comnit adultery. i 1n the heart 1spossrble
R analysrs Sl e

: AS we have already mentroned at the begmnmg, itisa

questron here’ of establishing “the ethical “sense, Christ’s .

‘enunciation in. Mt. 5:27-28 starts from the commandinent:

" “do not commit adultery.” In order to show how-it mustbe .
- undeistood and put into. practice, so-that the- “justice” that. -
‘God Yahweh wished as Legislator may abound in'it: in order - -

" that it may -abound to a greater extent than appeared from

the interpretation and casuistry of the. Old- Testament -
~doctors.”If-Christ’s words. in .this sense aimat.constructing

“the'new:ethos (and:on the basis of the same commandments)

includes the prohibitior, “do ot covetyour: neighbor’s wife,”

", ‘Christ does not-nullify ohe prohibition with regard to the )

-other. Although he. speaks of “desire,” he. aims at a. deeper

known, to his listeners, subsequently .in ‘the’ course of “his
enunciation-he.changes his style and the logical structure .
from the normative to’ the narrative-affitpiative.. When the

- said:-“every one who looks at a woman lustfully ‘has already

~. committed -adultery. with -her in‘his heart,” he describes an-

interior fact, whose reallty can easily be understood by ‘his -

listeners. At the same time, through the fact thus-described -

* :and qualified, he indicates how: the commandiment: “do not - -
commit adultery”™must be understood and put into practice, - -

so that rt wrll lead to the® Justrce wrlled by the Legtslator

*’ln this’ way we have reached the expressron “has eom

- rhitted adultery in his heart,” the keyexprmsron asitseems, - § . -
L to understand its.correct ethical. meaning. This expressionis - §

- at the same time the- principal sotirce' to reveal the essential*

- . "values of.-the new -ethos; the ethos of: the Sérmon on the -

- . Mount. As often happens in the Gospel here, 0o, we come "+ -

". . upagainst'a oertam paradox. HoWw; in facf, can “adultery o

. . 1ake ‘place without “committing’ adultery‘ ‘that is, without "

B - the exterior act which-makes it possible to- rdenttfy the-act -
forbrdden by “the: Law?. We haveseen: how much the

commrtted adultery w:th her in‘his_

The method applled here which T

into - three
. parts “which follow ‘one anothér, - -

" when we ‘seek’ the ethical meaning -

“not-only in a disjunctive, but in-a

. .‘the others.. That refers in the first place to the principal .
semantic elements, by which the enunciation constitutes a "~

” desire; to commit adultery in the body®to commit.adulteryin .

e-prohibition, “do ‘not commit adultery,” also

) Tt is srgmfrcant thiat after men:. -
tioning. the: probibition; “do not commit adultery,” as is well = )
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A casurstry of ‘the “doctors of the- Law® devoted rtselt‘ to ”

" defining 'this very problem.But even- apart from: ‘this
easurst ,-it.seems clear that adultery can be identified only
“in the flesh,” that is, when the two, the man ‘and the woman:
who unite- with each other in. such a way as to becomé one
* flesh, are ‘not legal ‘spouses, husband- and wife.. What.
“-meaning,
pérhaps, just a'metaphorical expression, used. by the Master
“to hrghhght the smfulness of lust? -

lf we' admrtted thrs semantrc readrng of Chnsts enun-
crauon it would be necessary to reflect. deeply on the ethical -
corisequences that would be derived from it; that: is, on the
*conclusions about the. ethical regularity. of the. behavror

- Adultery takes place when the: man_and the woman whoe"
unite-with each gther so as to become one flesh; that is, in the.

'way. Characteristic of- Spouses, are not legal spoulses. The
" detecting of adultery as a §in.committed “in the body™ .

_closely and exclusively. united with the “exterior” act,: wrth
"living together in-a conjugal way, which refers aiso to the.
status of the' actmg persons, recogmzed by society. .In the
- case 'in question, this status is imporper and does not

. authonze such anact (hence precrsely, the term, adultery ')

Gomg on to thesecond- part of Chnst s enuncratron (that '

rs the one in. which the new ethos begins to- take Shape}.it: -
: would ‘be riecéssary 1o understand the expression: “évery one
.. who looks lustfully,” in’ “exclusive reference to persons .ac-
eordmg ta their civil status, that i i, their statusTecognized by

_ society, whether or-not they are husband and wife. Here the :

questions begin. to multiply. Since there can ‘be no doubt

" about. the fact that Christ -indicates the sinfulness of .the ..
* interior -act of lust expressed through a way. of looking' at

every women who.is not-the wife of thé one who so looks at.,
her, therefore we can and éven must ask ourselves if, with -
‘the same expreSSron ‘Christ-admits and approves such a look, -

.such.an interior act’ of lust, directed, towards_t_he woman who .

Jisthe wrfe of the man'who S0 looks at her

The followmg logleal premrse seems to be in favor ol’ the

‘ 'v'afﬁrmauve -answer -to ‘such- a_question: (in the case.in.
‘quéstion) only the man who is the potentral subject of :

O ““adultery. in the flesh” can commit “adultery:in the heart.”
Since this subject:cannot be the-man-husbzand with regard to-.
“his, own legitimate wife, therefore’ adultery in the heart”

. cannot réfer to. him; but any other man can be considered -
.guilty.of it. If he is the husband; he caniiot commit ‘it with.,
- regard to his own wife.-He alone ‘has the.exclusive-right 0

“desire,”t0-“look lustfully™ at the woman who is his wife — .

and never can it be said that due to such-an interior act -he

deserves 1o be;aceused of adultery comimitted adultery in o
"the heart.” If by virtue of marriage he has the.right to “unite - .°

“with his. wrfe *'so._this_act can never be called - adultery
Srmrlarly the -interjor act of “desire,” dealt with in ‘the Ser--
mon on the. Mount wnnot be defmed adultery rn the
heart Tt .

Thrs mterpretauon of Chnst S words in Mt 5 27 28 seems
to oorrespond ‘tothe logic of the Ten: Commandmients, in -
- which, -in"addition to .the' commandment’ “do not commit-
adultery, thereis also.the commandment “do not covet your
nerghbors wife.™ Furtliermore, the reasoning that-has been
made in support of it has all the charactenstres of objectrve

"L~-.

'POLlTlCAL AD_YERTI_SEI__AENT. POLITICAL’ADVERTlSEM,ENT

t 'correctness and accuracy Nevbrtheless there remam good o
- grounds f6r. doubt whether this reasoning takes into accotint

E bedy which must be, considered, especially when we wish to- -

. .understand Christ’s words. We: have already.,séén previously - .
what is the “specific weight™of this expression, how rich are -

then, can“adultery in the heart” ‘have? Is it not; -
. ‘sentence -in which Chnst refers “to,the beginning.” The
.anthropological -and "theological implications of the enun-

* -the-human heart. confer\on the enunciation itself dlso a-
..,rts corisistency - ‘with evangeheal teaching as a ‘whole. And L

.above, with allits ‘objective: correctness: and logical-precision,. -
- fequires .a.certain amphfrcatron and, above all a deepening. -
‘We must remember that the. reference to the human heart, -

- ‘Decalogue (not only the sixth but also the ninth), at't the same

. .time they express._that” knowledge of man, which — as we
" have pointed oOut elsewhere!-— enables us.to-unite awareness_ )

- of human.sinfulness with the perspective of the “redemption
- of the:body,” This very- knowledge lies at the basis of the new |
. vitlhos which emerges from the words of the Sermon on the S
Ount

’ understandmg “adultery-.in lthe ﬂesh “Christ criticizes the.

- erfoneous and, one-sided interpretation “of aduitery ‘that is

- derived from. the failure to observe .monogamy (that is )

.. Tharriage understood as the- rndefectrble covenant of persons),>— .-
_ so also in-understanding “adultery in the heart” Christ take§ -

- -importance-both when it is a question of persons who-are not
-~'married, and — perhaps even, more —- when they are -
spouses, wife and ‘husband. From ' this. pornt of view it will be -
-useful-for for us to complete theanalysis-of the words of the -

-Sermon on the Mount and we wrll do’ 50 the next time. .

all the aspects of revelation>as well as of the theology of the . )

the- anthropological - -and| logical 1mpllcat10ns of - the. one

ciation in the-Sermon-on the Mount in which Christ refers.to : - :
“specific \verght of its.own, and at the same time determine ™

therefore, we must admit {that the interpretafion presented

expressed perhaps -in a paradoxrcal way, comes-from him.
. who “knew what was in man » And if his words confirm the

z &. B
E.

Takmg all that mto consrderatron we conclude that asin .

into consideration- not onlyithe real Jurrdrcal status of the -
man and woman in .question. Christ. makes the moral. .
_ evaluation of the “desire” depend above all-on the personal

drgmty itself " of the mari and. the woman; and this has ‘its -
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