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. .;coordtnator, and Father )
‘the mnovatlve school and who also recently eelehrat '

Wasltington (RNS)
'Govermnent funding of
-~ abortions’ —. mandated by a_
- federal dlstnct colift judge last -

yeéar —--was cut off -officially

* when the US. SupremeCourt
 to reconsider its June
- decision to- overtum the lower .

court rulmg.

. Nearly all federally-funded
~ Medicaid abortions will cease "
", . as aresult of the high court’s
z. dectston Only thosenecessary

: ~of a threat to. the

1For the fn'st time -in its
more’ than 100-year htstory .']
the New - York- State’ Press .
has .3
;< ! represéntative of a- Cathelic -

Assoctatton

A . newspaperasttsprestdent- .

eonard

A former past

mothers hfe, mpe and
".can:.be- financed" under

- restrictive terms of the 1

Amendment
Thc court ruledJune 30 in

a 54 decision that Con
‘while: niot.. empowered' | to.
o outlaw abortions, was. under .
no obligation to pay for'thém.

‘But. the -U-S. Depaitment of
Health and. Human_ j

m_ at- 4 .rate_of about

1000 a week — after the

wH.. Clark, third irom Ieft, last weelt-<pmd a ustt to the staff and
Religion®of Assumption _
astor Sister Felicitas, Religious Education-
of Assumption who founded
50 years as a pmst. .

declsm, : pendms ‘action on
_ the _peti.t,ib.n: t0, -_re0peh- s-'the

_ When a US dtstnct )ttdge-,“ ]

. in:Brooklyn. last year declared‘ )

y . thé w:thholdmg of Medteelhg '
the

funds “"unconstitutional
money . began. to flow. agam
usitil “this' most reeent«actton

T’by thehlshcourt. L

rish in Fatrport. On -

 Paul I deferided.the Church’s -
. right. “to.. speak ~out agamsti

.
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By Dameh lacouo :
RNS: Correspondent

Vatlean Ctty Pope John
abortion, résponding to. ac-
cusation _of mterference in

Itallan pohtxes

He said abornon is above
all .a -problem . of - -moral

‘.‘ responsrbthty and the church .

. had-a pastoral and moral duty
o present evndenee of the
truth" R

The Vatmn, meanwhtle in
a telegram to one-of. the pope’s -
- critics; said that “to’ Ay to -

hmnt thts expression would . -

mean 10 offend _the nght of

crtttctsm of. the_ pope for-
'aencouragtng a

group -
.promoting a

. liberal abortton law. <.

But the Cissue of -
. ‘terference” .of the church m

_ ‘national politics* has reeently‘-'
taken on_-broader dimensions.-

"In" West Germany " the
hterarchy 1ssued a pastoral

Jetter - - eritical. of positions-
Soclal_

espoused by “the -

A

Collecttons
ttus .weekend'” -at. panshes
throughout’ e _diocese- fo
mark Respec Ltfe Sunday

"national -
referendum to- repeal Italys

Democrattc Party, mcludmg
its ‘pro-abortionist .stance. In

‘recently- .urged, un-
-successfully, Catholics to vote

against candtdates who favor )

abortton o

-In-an address on Sept 21
the pope. - clearly reyected
demands -by - some - Italian
polmctans that he- “cease

“interfering” in Italianaffairs. .
.He denounced abortion “as a -
o great -assault ‘on .the con’

* - science, agreatdtsgraoe -a
gredt.pain,” and a problem of: A
" moral-and, pastoral concem to°. - . -
. Polish-born. pontiff retumed S
7 tothe attack ' _

He -defended an- attack on'-
abomon he made in Siena on-
© Sept. 14'by saying that he'had

theChurch VL

“'spoken -of -the “very ~great
social.” :problem - of ..the
~fesponsihility - for - life,” -and
“had' done . so
‘cannot ever.

responsxbnhty

‘reaffirined ‘the -
opposmon 10"

pope - had
Chirch’s

“abortion and cailed on Italtans :

‘of-all political stripes to band -
together to seek

Human ere _ .
- Half of all the funds will be

T retumed to-the contnbutmg

diocesan region, to ‘be:.con-

" Life

. referendum -on

,charged

“beeause ‘we .
lose. -con- .
scrousness of this;problem that -

- isabovealta problem of moral

' In his - Siena- speech the -

“legal -

yndemn A f‘?rtton

measunes “to- protect

",:sancttty of life. .
‘the . United. . States, Boston’s -

- Cardinal Humberto -Medeiros * -
. commdmg with a campaign’ by

The papal remarks
a" group called, Alliance for
ta". collect -’500,000
signatures- needed to initiatea
- repeal of -

Italy’s 2-year-old abortion law,

" were scored . by -a. wide
* spectrumi‘of-taly’s. liberal and’

left-wing “politiciaris -who.
that  the- pope’ s
statements represent an m

: soveretgn natton

Speakmg on Sept 21 the

“The Church does not want -

10 judge ‘anybody,” he ‘said, - -

“put it must present: evrdenee

. of - the truth. The Church ~
knows’ that every attempt :

against the life of the child in

the womb is a great’ assaulton | M

the - conscienée, a - great

. disgracg, ja great pain. And- S0 -

‘the Church wants to help, to.
‘serve™ 1 s o

'I'he pope told the. crowd in P

St. Peter’s that abomon ‘is-a
problem ‘of individual as- well

as collectrve conscrence and :

Conttnued on Page 2

llechon Sunday

‘are scheduled Proeeeds will g the Ofﬁce of Tunano,

“Life coordinators, are ‘hopeful .

~about the coming year: “We: -

“believe thére hasbeen a sound -

begmmng fof the-office.Our .

- focus is clear — all human life-

eentrated on pastoral care- is to bechenshed because we

-'services for ‘women. with

distressful. _prégnancies -
such ss' Marita - House, Bir-

thright; Life Ling, Funds also’
be made - dvailable® -
- regtonally for ehglble Rtght to .

. will

Last year s collection ratsed .

533600 of which: '$11,970

'went to such pastoral care

groups as Btrthnght in each
regton o ’

’I‘hc v remamder of . the
collectton was used for -
_educational,
admlmstrattve ‘purposes..
" Parish contacts and pastoral
«care groups benefited from in-

~ service education- days Bishop

. John E. MeCafferty ‘presided
~at"a Jan ‘22 liturgy - (@n-
" nivi _of.. the Supreme

‘liberalized - abortion

- Court:.
nght,’ congratulated by Anthony - decision) .and the office ‘staff -

he-pnnctpal speaker at the

odby

Smiith is author of the
utenher \Y and
rom 1960

t aﬁurs producer for BBC TVr,

A

- many opportunmes
‘throughout the diocese for -
mquuyandeducatton

; ;'Mr;:

" " made bq
'w'or,ld"such‘ a burden

leglslattve ‘and”

are . God’s - children. - from

. -beginning toend,:and we have A
"béen redeemed by the bloodof - -

our brother Jesus o

“We thl contmue sup’ B
‘porting the -pastoral area as
- before and hope to expand the

program! to peer ‘ministry for - - -

women who ‘have aborted and

a call"to " reconciliation .for .. -

them and-all of us"who ‘have .
ing 4 child-into thie

The Tunanos sald thexr
“mam thrust “in_the -coming

‘yéar will be the éstablishment

of the Congremonal Pistrict

Action Comrmttees program o -

to help ditizens form response

to-legislation concerning life ..
issues- and to.work for a .

Human [Life Amendment to
theConstttutlon : :

They lpraxsed “the support, :

. ,_,and .encouragement: - of - the
people of the- dtoeese as

and Mrs Angelo :

“magmf icent.”
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