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" His® trtp to Poland in whtch members of

the various polttburos rtght up to: Moscow

‘ Then came: the workers strtke in Poland wher=|n."”
, the people’s $ determmatton embarrassed the Ieadershlp. 5

" everitually” overturnmg the party boss. And-all
- while, Mascow with'its iands alfeady bloody- from
Afghamstan adverture stood tdly by presumably not

he °
s - -

thh he'culmmatton of " the stnke' Cardmal Stefan
Wyszynski and:Lech' Walesa, the; workers leader, met

<7 ' -~ <to reaffirm the. ‘Church's soltdanty with the’ riation’s
I: _When John Paul ll ascended to the papaey i, 1978
¢it became obviols to ‘abservers of the international

~k “écene that'the world east of the fron Curtain would be
N &3 in for some umque problems :

“labor force. Needless to say. it does not bodé well for

~any totahtanan governinent to have its workmg class.

turn' to the -Church . mstead ‘of government In a,

| . Commuinist sétup, this is doubly troublesome: because
1. - of the government's clatmed tdenttﬁcatton -with’ the
he :

- Communist 'luerarchy *had to. gnn and - greet.. this -
remarkable man, clearly- depicted- the ‘dilemma. fac ng

.Aworkmgclass SR TR
. But the problem for the. Communtsts doesnt end
- there. Popé John Paul Il ina strong’ statement on the .

“occasion of the 41st anmversary of the inyasion of .

-east by the Soviet Union, continued“to chop away at
»-Warsaw and Moscow authorlty : _' e :

"Poland fiom the west by Nazi Germany dnd from'the

Speakmg m hrs nattve Ianguage to 900 Poles present

’ threatenmg alhelS[lC cemmqmsm :-

_at hlS“Sept 3 open-atr audre{ce the pope declared that
" Poland ‘had won ‘the nghtTto national sovereignity: .| .
{ ‘which; he said, “means .the rtght to self-determination | _ -
" in which respect.is asked from the mternattonal order oA

from the mternattonal moral order

. T

John Paul Said Poland “was not only submttted to
the- terrible_ occupation but' also gave in Holocaust six -
. million -of its sons and daughters
~parttcular way the- moral rtght 10 mdependence and
soveretgntty .

" The Poles’ present applau[ded and cheered “Vrva |l-, .
.Papa and “Long LtvePoland"’ Lo g

}usttfymg in.a

Such a. scene is not condlucwe to ‘testful- mghts for 1
 the Warsaw set And agam that must also apply to»"- :
'Moscow . . ’

By

Yes thts flrst Poltsh pope lS mdeed a potent force

“and Opinions

Thank You,

"~ Bishop. Htckey

Edltor' R

.‘.._ :

l would like to express.my’

‘-';'gratttude to . Bishop. Hickey .

and all -those priests. of the -
Rochester diocese who were -
-s0.kind'to my mother and the -
family when Dad passed away |

- ast July. ~After 1 was able to
- reach Manila ,and telephone -

Mother.
funeral.

just before - the
I no -longer felt so .

"-badly. about:not betng able to

- : be there myself

Mother was. completely
composed.. consoled by the.
peaceful. death* of my father,

_and- overwhelmed' by the shiow

of esteem-and affection for’

__him;. She | was especrally

‘o

- affectton

< ‘mentioned
=durtng,s»arhe. Htelephofies cois; -
- *versation.. L was -particulatly . "°¢

* {ouched : whén- “Mother "said "

- Buit -

Amoved that
were. here.™

so many pnests .
. which ." shé
several ‘times

‘that Bishop Htcltey ad ‘also
coinexand -told - her. 1 am

. " “corfiing i place. of yolr son
.-+ ‘who cannot be here:" Thank
gy -you BlShOD Hickey- .- :

There were no - confreres
from -my.* congregation

" present. No one thought to~

inform them of ‘Dad’s death:
Mothcr dud not: even'
notice *untilt 1 inquired..
‘because ‘the - priesis 'of ‘the .
Diocese. of- Rochester( were'
showing -.them such prtestly

Thank you God bless you

thhard Kraft SVD
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With the suecessful con“
clusion of the United Cancer

". Council's Summer Camp for

- childreri_with. cancer, I'd like-

e - 10 take this opportunity.. to

.commend the many.

. dividuals - -and orgamzauons

who. tlirned -a- dream into. a..
reality within the short space |

L of a few months

N \

ds

_'dlrector T

o and logrstmof the program.'

e Rochester,N Y. 14610°

" ‘Page

Gary Mervrs brought. the

|dea o the. éouncil’s- pubhc " -

- relations commiittee 4nd
« - subsequently - ‘played- a major
role in.-éenlisting commurtty
support _"“‘ S

. Bello Snyder. -owner
Camp Eagle Cove .on Fourth
- Lake, came forward wrthout
. “prompting from any quarter-
o offer his faClllllCS free o the-
campers :

Dr Marttn Klemperer
volunteered his essentlal
SCI‘VICC as
drrector

Doug Brown did. a sup=rb
jOb ‘of organizing- the camp.
- staff and - served as camp

Jan - Bruzrckt served.' as
assrstant camp,dtrecto_r. y

neil, | onder 'Executﬁ/e
Director Sharleen Bruse, Who
spent many hours in excess of.
their . normal working - day
- handling «the -myriad" details .

And of course he -
members of the eouncil board
“also deserve -credit for .per-
-.ceiving_ .the™ value of the .
summer camp: proposal and.
approving: - ifs" incorporation
mtocouncrl acttvmes ; '

Donald E. Kneela'nd
Umted CanceraCouncll
| 1441 East Alve.

For Help

Edttor. . |

ln the Courter Journal| of
“ Aug.” 20, you were kind
\enough 10’ TUN an-article
2 .entitled * “Help
Needed.”. We.wish to let you -
“Know that we. had an m-
mediate” response. (in fact
several) 1o, your article which
resulted in. ‘Genesee Set
‘tlernent . House * recéiving |an-
excellent refrtgerator~freezer

; to " help _service “our food
cupboard We apprectate your

generosity. and “that- of ypur

_readers. Please accept -our

' heartfelt! thapks. With' “the
..anit’ 'we' are-now_ about to

Also. I-can report lhat lhe 'expand ‘the’ services of -our

Umted Cancer - Councll will

,'contmue the’ program ‘next .
“-yéar -and expand. 10 permit \ ‘some other.items to people-in--

_more parttcrpants

‘ 'Whtle the st of people -‘who',

“¢o trtbuted time: and- expemse %

*.cupboard’ by providing- -€ges,
-butter and- peanut butter and

<~ need. who really: fieed ‘these”
s added 1tems of- staples for their

dtets =

or"

camp medtcal O

on -’

possessrons for countless others . :;

ts It Time = .

To Exmmumcate

- L

. By Edythe Westenhaver -
A Reltgtous News Semce

- A recent suggestron ‘that the Roman Catholnc

. Church excommiinicate Adolf Hitler has brought a .
L < time- honored but, always controversral ecclesral

practtce back into the news.

The Catholtc Church st|ll practtces ex

< comimunication. — excluding someone from the '

community .of the faithfal for scandalouslyfsmful
‘acts.— though-less frequently than it once, did.. The

mamlme Protestant churches, as they have4 become. - .

" more hberal have. abandoned the praetiee. ‘but many .
".of the- imore conservative Protestant bodies, as well" -
:as the Mormons and the Jehovah s thnesses. snll

‘use L ~u_ ST

The proposal that the Nazr dlC[aIOFt Who was
baptized a Catholic, be excommunicated - l o
posthumously comes from l:larry Cargas, aSt. LOUIS
‘Catholic author: who has specraltzed in wntmgs
about the . Holocaust and who was recently ‘named
by Prestdent Carter to ‘the UtS Holocaust Memonal
CounCtI R RSN ak

Although aware that excommumcatton has
heretofore been - used- ‘only against Jiving persons,
Cargas recently argued in the independent Nanonal
“Catholic-reporier - that * it i§ important that the
church break precedent and publtcly pronounce
agamst the dead Nazi leader s e

Such a move would have two effects Cargas feels
“First, it woyld bea sign to our Jewish brothers and
- sisters — a-sign of acknowledgement of our past
fatlures and- an attitude ‘of repentance for Chrtstlan
parucrpatton m the Holocaust e

| <
. 5,

* 1.
"Second » ‘Cargas asserts “the excommumcanon

*of Hitler would be an unmistakable méssage: to-the,

. “contemporary neo- -Nazis, Ku-Klux Kianners and
others that those Who preach racial-hatred and:their"_
followers are behavmg in a morally reprehensrble
manner LT co

The Cathohc Church 'S fatlure 10 act publrcly
agamst Httler .and -his regtme — a.failure Cargas
* describes as “notonou - fbllows a Vatican policy
that grew out of the unfortunate aftereffects of the-.
_excommunication. of Queen ‘Elizabeth 1 of England.
-Up until that: time; the church had- frequently €x-
commumcated crvrl leaders as a way of protectmg

Henry Vll[ and settmg off a 400 year crvrl war
between England and lreland

The Catholtc C hurch dropped the practtce of
excommumcatmg public: ftgures -wheré harm to

“-inpocent, parties might fesult, and ‘on these groundsﬁ
' hids defended.its policies of l

not ‘condemning the. Nazr

o leaders ‘Sorne of whom had been ratsed as. CalhO“CS

'

i

) offender lS to be tolerated

The Roman Church has tradtttonally employed

- two types of ‘excommunication:.a’ more severe form

which invelves a ‘formal and. specrflc public decree
and instructs ‘the faithfulto avord the éxpelled.
party, and a: lesser automallc s form in Wthh the

Anyone who ktlls a prtest 1S automattcally ex--

. commumcat’ed as, for exam'ple the murderers: of .
‘Archblshop Oscar Romero lof El Salvador. ‘Before:
© the prelates assassinationlast ‘March, he had on two —
_ occasions issuied formal decrees ‘of ¢xcommunication
. agatntLJhosé who had krlled several pnests in. hlS
-.drocese,‘ R R .

-~

. Voluntary abortton carrtes an automatlc penalty :
j'of -excommunication agatnst the woman and - Co

e .whoeVer assists her. The’ Umted States i is’ the only

society — most often the poor and the powerless —_—

&y from vartous forms of sptrttual and secular tyranny

. ushered in by the Protestant Reformation; the action®

But in: the new era of European htstory that was, -

‘boomeranged, and- those who suffered were: the .

farthful The excommunication of the. Tudor queen
.as'a herettc by Paope Pius V provoked a v‘trulent
persecunon which took the lives of 189 men. and
‘wornen, and- caused 1mpnsonment and loss of

o l

" The papal decree mtensrfted the monarch s efforts 'ff" .

to exungursh Cathohcrsm in her reaim — vrrtually

wrpmg out Roman loyalties in England where great .-

ople: had temaingd loyal- tvthe old

) é the actions of Elizabeth's father ..

country which.ever" levred automattc ex- .

| comimunication against divarced Catholics: who
. remarry outside-the church but the 93- yearold .
="rulmg was lifted in 1977 byt Pope Paul Vi at the

request of the Amencan blShOpS

Pnests have frequently been excommumcated for :

) ,heresy of schrsm — most.notably, Martin. Luther. ln

1977, a' Mexican prtest Father Morses Carmona

- was formally expelled for refusmg to recognize the

~ legitimacy -of Pope Paul Vl or the reforms of- -
<Vattcan Councrl ll e Tl

Desptte frequent rumors
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. no action has so far been-
..taken by the Vatican to excommunicate Archbrshop
'Marcel Lefebvre the dissident- French prelate who
‘has been perrodncally ordaining prnests éstablishing
;churches ‘and ‘celébrating Mass in"the superseded: -
“. Tridentine Riie. The archbrshop was suspended a -
_' lesser siep. in 1976 4
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