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Submrlred bv Rusemarv Haak St. Joseph’s, Lnoma

. "Our first prroruy is€C D. isa quote heard over and over b
). "Faiher Jerome Schifferli. ‘pastor of St. Joseph's. ‘Livonia. S
i Josephis.Education Program_begins with the children and
1 presem <centers primarily there, but the future holds ﬁrm hope

ofa soon tobe adulr educauon program : )
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, Our aim’is to brrng Chrrst and His reachrngs to our chrldren
“We' try- to do this . rhrough the Confraternity of Chfistian -
Doctrine program, which is available:to all Catholic children -
{and those of other denominations who wish o atterid) who.
attend Livonia Central grades 1-12. This includes students from
2 _'jSl Mrchaels Lrvonla Center, St erlrams andConesus
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P classes regularly and to have a good enrollment St Joseph S has
_dn annual enrollmenr of. between 350- 375 b ’ o
Chrldren altend the CC D program durrng school hours and

* . go home-on the school -buses. The program has 23 reachers a
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Bible School .

Goals for-a CCD program are 10 have Jthe students auer 'd‘ :

:
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J3%  dozen helpers. an office, staff-of three..a custodian: maintenance -
i .people and volunreers headed bv Farher Schlfferlr who ofre‘n )
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o faith is the’ Summer Blble SLhO()' Abme, youngslers -
that-ended ‘a successful Bible week at St. Paul’s in Web:
*"ster. The children’s lessons centered-on the Lifé of Jesus, and with the cooperatron
staff, lhe tame 10 know Jesus throu;.,h music, drama and -

leaches when a substltute is needed A part ume coordmaror is

-responsrble for keepmg all lhmgs going God's way L

All aré: govemed by a Board of Education which consisis of
..nine persons. Many- of .the teachers attend CERT Workshops -

‘aid are .working for certification as specrfred by the Diocese of
Rochester: Parent” meeungs arc ar requrremem

E Sacramems are mvolved

-

The rmportant questions. are: whar do we' teach" how do we

“teach? Every student-is supphed a textbook and a hoime activity

~ book at the beginning of the year. Both books are. psually taken

home each week' for requrred assrgnmenrs Parenr srudy and

..help are: recommended ~;
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Our Ilbrary has a- W|de assortmenit of supplememal readmg

and:there is-a: conununy as far as-curriculum: In first grade the
... children are given-an intfoduction. to the Trinity: second grade

the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist, fdllowed inthe

. next year with an mtroducnon 10 Church. Subject ‘matter for.
-¢ach year is selected so that by -the end. of the[thh year,-a .

student should have a basrc knowledge of his Fanh and how to .
I|ve n - .
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Scrrpture studv is. popular at St. Anne S

Parent Involvemen_t o
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. time.. and not wanting to share ‘with her’ lietle brother couid,
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A Parent s [t ought |

e __‘Submltted bv Mrs2 Mrchael Brown -_ .
oo St 1homas Aqurnas Lercester. o

Our child experrenced her flrsl confessron early in lhe Sprmg
Al first I was upset. She’s too young. | lhought and-besides. 1t
“would reflect on'me. Then I realized how her Iittle habits of not
hangmg her clothes or those dlsagreeable monients gver bed-

cause a lurmoll that destroyed drsposmons throughout -the

_ family. Perhaps her actions were: ‘harmiess, but the effectsof her = ~ |
. behavior “on ‘a_ bad day at’| g times . became. mountainous. oL
Remrndmg her about Jesus helped us all to gain.a respect for
each olher Maybe a first confessron is ‘good. Tt prods me as a
parent to. reahze that conscrence isa developed\process and.it’s

‘time 1o start:when shié’s _young and I still ‘have hef underfoot, If

- only [-can help her to- understand to do what Jesus taught rather _-

than to do-just what is expected by the adult'in- charge. So'much

- 'has to be done.when chrldren are young 1o prepare them for hl'e
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She atlended rellgron classes wuh ‘her group on Thursdayl
afrernoon She learned abour\God and Jesus. and ‘the lessons. .
laught by Jestus. tolove God and love-one another. 1 was?mazed )

" at how.much the- chrldren learned We didn't haye- a«Calhohc o
school and our religion: was, passed down 1o us by our- parents, L
- With the help of those wonderf{ul rehgron [eachers we began ro T

) understand moreabout our farth wrth ourchrld ..
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" As a parent I am-pleased wilh'ou'r:parish s religious education B

"_ program I am grateful that our rehglon teachers take- rhe time

{rom their.own bilsy lives {o-volunteer to teach arid take-time to

-l

- attend Réligious Educatron Certification classes. My husband

and I'would'like to tharik all.of the volud[eers Transporting our

daughter on those .snowy -days, adjusung iy part-time work -
» schedule 1. pick her-up, ~dragging=her. little brother, dlong: and
: rememberlng her book now allséem like small tasks not worth -

complaining about; Next yeéar she will- arrend rehgrous class on
Sunday after Mass. In the Fall she. will have another special °
Penance ‘program and-fearn more .about the-teachings-of Jesus. *
: She will attend each 3 year and hppefully will learn to understand
the Tiches- -of her ‘Catholic réligion §o0 that .as an adult she can

" énjoy’ ‘the'same happmess that (Ne experJenoed on the day of her i
F irst Commumon . '

The Lrturgy' SO
Submrtted hy DemSe Mack Holy Name

, Famrly participation i several Sunday Holy Famlly parrsh
liturgies during théir- First Eucharist preparation. last year was
successful. They hope such creauvny and enthusrasm can _
dévelop through :the - rnvolvemenl of othef groups: Sub-
“sequently, the School of Religion childrenwill be included in the*
planning process of Sunday liturgies thrs year. Grade levels wrll_
each study a Sunday’s readings, relate lherr TJives and studies 1o N

" them, . prepare introductory statements for each. reading; express ’
their prayer in General- lmerccssrons. and select ‘hymns-whosé

. “lyrics express the sense of the: ‘scriptures of the day. Sofne groups o
" may dramatize d S¢ripture -passage, of display samples of God's N

“creation or child art-that develop the SCHD[UI‘C s theme. A group . -

may rehearse a psalm response!or; explam a facet of the litargy
. they "have .studied or experre1ced Somie student- work- may

‘beautify the worshrp area.-Other students may. make a symbol_ ’

Regular Iessons wrll be supplememed for several weeks of
plannmg for this special class l‘nvolvemenl na Sunday parish .
~liturgy - The'.children will’ be guided . to_ better hear and.un- " -
derstand -God’s Word and Sacramem\leferem ideas .will be .

. werghed for their revererice qu tient. The chrldren w:ll prepare -
- rhe allar and usher

" This focus.on liturgy will.root ‘our School ‘of Religion'more’ .
o sohdly because ‘ofits very strong social gospel-thrust. We take
the gospel serlous]y “Itis-in the hungry and thirsty where we see
- Christ most Clearly.-We need. tp come together 10 the fountof -
catechetics,.coriternplation and Service. It is in-liturgy Where our -
“solidarity- with God's family is| srrengthed dnd bonded. God's "~
Word and Sacramem gives. nounshment and dlrecuon — the.- )
gracetoserve L. <, oo . o L
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< Ex'periencing \lftTlrgy at, its finest engages the whole person,

God’s presence is sensed in the.

he community. The criferia. for R
- .evaluating such pafticipation in fiturgy include: increased in- . =
timacy with-God; increased understending of God's Word and- . - -
" dommitment-to Jesus and his challengmg way -of life; awe and_

' joyful celebranon of these sacred mysteries: ‘growing, care and
“concern for this commumly and for lhls lroubled world, . i -
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. the heart as well as the ‘mind:
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