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Dear Father Hohman.
“Why

" insistence’ on . Mary’s per-

-that a virgin birth makes-a
nice: synibol but don’t see
“why it is- constdered so
lmportant. ,

Mam _people seefn
' think that the idea of Mary
1 and- Joseph haviig “sexual

‘would be unspeakably

"think this. " attitude " is _.in-
-sulting both to Mary and to
every - wife. - Marital
loving,

“tender and joyful, a genulne.
“way of - communication." |
- think it would be a sad thing
] lf Mary and Joseph had not

s there such an.

- petual nrgmnv" 1 can see -

l(l -’

degradmg to.Mary, Well, as
1 a happlly marned woman, 1.

‘sex
sharmg.
giving, comfomng. It-can be |

' sh'a_red:: ) this
‘ togelher.

Am I !he onlv one who
thinks it ironic that the Holy.

Family is held up as-a model b

for all families when such. an

important- part of married .

" life was supposedlv missing
'm that famtlv" —_—

(Slgned) Falthful reader
.-Dear Falthful Reader,

there is'such:an insistence on
Mary s virgipity is that Luke»
and -Maitthew both. make it
-very definite_that Jesus did
not -have a ‘human. father.”

All of the creeds -from the

very “earliest speak of the
“Virgin . .Mary.”"- The
-tfadition of Mary’s virginity
‘goes  on umnter{uptedly
‘unnl  the tme” of - the

Reformation, accordmg w -
. the-document of the NCCB,

“Betiold Your Mother.™ The

truth " that. 'Mary ‘remained

'jex'perien__c'e -

yow are asking .another.
question: The’ smgle fact of -
physical wrgmny ‘of ttself
‘has no real importance or

" meaning. What woild -have”

meaning is the reason why
. one would.be a virgin. In-
"Mary's case it is a powerful
-sign {hat .Jesus ‘was indeed

.. the Soni-of God. The vrrgmal

birth” of ~ Jesus ' also is a
powerful sign that the work

of salvdtion is. from the =

. beginning, God's work. And;
to “Behold Thy Mother ™

. " the virgirf birth is not SImpIy
.  The fundamental reason i

a privilege affécting only
“Jesus and Mary, but a sign
and-means for the spirit t0:
fill the new. people of God.
the body of. Chnst
Church. ©

I dg think jthat in the; past
“there was‘ -much ~ an-
. usexuahsm attached to-the

* belief .in . the’ vnrgtn birth.-
‘ makmg it- seem ‘as though
sexual - mtercours_e were . 1n-
* soine way “dirty” or at least
less virtuous..Those kinds of
ideas. need-to be: wiped out -
forever To deny

10 sexual mtercourse even

_marriage. ; True' and deep.

the_.\
. intercourse is. not. an ab-

" recent book on cehbacy,The
_for those called 10 marned

' " life. commitment 1o vnrgmny
the :

) o _+. . - Il.First nmnng- E n; Seeond-Rudinr i
2. s 1o 17 J s [w- . Nri 21, 49 — They looked on a sign - ‘Phil 2, 6-11 — Jegus- obeyed tlle call =
| ‘ el I o ~ of God's love and were healed. to lnﬂnite love and. hulod ue., :
T s he o L3 23 % Phrase: With their _worn out Phrlle Chnn though e
G- ] s 7 by the . t.he _com- was in.the ol‘ ~didnot. F) -F
O O X EL £ N L 4 - plained ag . and- deem - d wuh God something to, .-
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R LN E N LR AN KON L ’:).’ to dxe in th:s.;_.._. where htmself and took thé form” of 4.
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"1 Createdus . | . @ ‘7. Part of speech: " 1664 33 X -Passage 1 wordl, Godr
. . Lo - e - : . ‘own, theme, hope, heaven, {
2 ‘Our final home: - 25 99 52 28 44 6 8. Td possess: . ' YTl 5_9 ! 8:: :‘o.nuh:r'e.onmn' b‘“‘ R
. L - L .| Passage. 11 words: |.
3. Puton bread 32 19-38 67 54 70 9. Kind of cookie: 2763w 18 § Moses, .I'ood Pltlene.e . |
c U S - god;!te:n.peoph&ypt.,f
.4 CAwirt TR TR R -10. Lazy person: %308 . gy journey. -
- : -“'98, 4 7?0‘ o ype» _43410,.2.. Pn-a.elllword'.God, >
R - . - . RPN R R, emptied, men, Jesus, |-
5 Use our teeth: -51 9,26 58, - . 11.. Focal point: B3 T grnped.-l-n.form. born, .
T e e A equallty ] iR A
‘ 6 '?‘rnt'hful' R . 5;‘2"33‘—,"7-‘ 12 _.Jesue beelme'thi;s: o 8-2—7.4—3 \ = M;’—ﬁ .
S — - always a virgin, that is; that: . godlmcss and goodness of -
F L O i S J : “she had no,other children: . sexual intercourse between
B r. - ;u e ‘and never- used her marital' - happily married people is to
'Hohman - . - rights, emerges clearly in: the msult God.
Lo o Church 's .consciousness .in
- the 4th century when “ever- In my vnew the virginity
virgin™ became a’ common ot‘ Mary takes its foremost -
. T - “description-of her. ~ - " meaning. from the fact that
Do When' you. speak . fo- ‘the . ‘she surrendgred | herself-
I The Ope” W' ndow DT importance .of her virginity  totally to God'and the result

was ‘the beginning of the”
world’s salvation. As .a’

matter of fact. Jesus himse]f - |

said when reminded.
" “blessed are they who hear
the word of God andQ keep

) Mary is' the one who, |
ftrst of all as examplar for all

- 0f us. heard'the worcl of God

_and'said “yes™ to u

lt should be noted
however that. too “much
|mportance can be attached -
of

-within  the  ‘context

love between a-man. and a
woman. can exist in .4
cehbate way. and . therefore
the ‘introduction:- of _sexual

solute necessity. This thesis
has been devéloped in a very

" bottom line is commitment.
Commitment to  virginity for -
thosé¢ called to virginity..
commitment 10 married life -

forthe unmarrted

- CHD Awards $5.7 Mllhon

Washmgton (RNS) —

Campatgn for . Haman

The

Development. . the Amencan .

Catholic  bishops’ - domestic

- .anti-poverty . program, has

awarded nearly $6 million in
and economrc

-development loans 1o self: help.'

" projects around the coumry
The 140 new.. grants

otaling $5.7 million.and six
-loans totaling-$283,866 bring .’

concluswe}y demonstrates_
people ‘can " change.

"that -
thmgs He noted that the”
campaign "~ does not create
solutioris to -social* justice
problems but rather “provides

- the ‘tools .and. the seed- money -

“for: people: to.find thelr own

R soluuons .

" 10 more than-$55 million- the

funded.
. community - orgariization

national campaign.was started

-programs.

--amount. allocated -since the =,

_ 10 ‘years .ago. In:.additioh.
.-, anothef $20- million-has been -
: _.retained by dioceses for local- .

"CHD- is’ supported by an~

- the funds coliécted.

"Among the new pl‘OJCClS
~are a ~muliiracial

_southérn- California. an

income housing in F londa

I “announcing the 1980. ‘+

'Mgrams Bishop. Thomas C.
Kelly, general secretary of the

" National

_“annual, collection- in Catholic -
- churches-in the United.States.-
--The:dioceses keep-a quarter of

in_:

- Iroquots. -Indian -agricultural ’
cooperative in Wisconsin, a -
- Connecucut | neighborhoaod- .-
__group advocatmg economic
rights, _a . voter - regtstrauon :
program in._Texas and low-..:

) Conferencé * of
" Catholic Bishops, tsand.(_ZHD -

“The - 146 programs 0. be”
assisted were " chosen out of «
646 requests recetved lhlS
year

T_o quahfy for support
_projects  must be “directed -to.
‘and be. operated by, a.low-.

-+ income group, and also must

aim at brmgmg about socnal

P

¥

‘change by‘attacktng" the root )

causes of poverty, .

Besides funding. self- help,-
* projects, the campaign-serves_
as' a ‘clearing house. for--in- .|
- formation -on antipoverty -
_-efforts-and provides schools; -

. parishes'-and_ dioceses. ‘with

JUS'tieeedt_tcation.materials. S
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© Also avatlable spacious
one & two " bedroom
. garden apartments “|-

residents, their comfort  designed for total senior; | . {lEE
"thetf ‘needs, their in- - secdurity” and" le:surety ok -
‘terests e et “fiving. ‘ S
' ’ _Thedoor is alwaysopen ar . k

"'The Shire at Culverton ]
_ Adult . Home " & Vlllage 1 3
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Eull package $10.95° .
Lessdeposit: . .95. -
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wallet size color portraits * money: refunded
if not safisfied ¢ second. subject tri'porlrale

950 0 full pack orders onl ';0: nor “age . htmt

1S
|
@
a9

* print the |

This p

. . selected
~ that spea
, Catholic
tried - to:
'Counera
" “Third W

Jesus bex

“away fro,
- serious. ¢
- grateful {
_alerting.u
~Rayma a

" tthe U
- tried.t

" of fait
e the ¥y
- oWh

= wuh.

becau'




