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Followrng is the address glven by Pope John Paul |1
to.the General Audrence in St. Petei’s Square, Aug..
13. -
~_ Christ’s afﬁrmatton made dunng the Sermon on the

“Mount regardmg adultery and “desire,” which he calis
“adultery of the heart,” must be analyzed from-the -

" “beginning. Christ says: “You have understood t'hat ll
'was sard Thqtg shalt not commit adultery .

Mt 5:27).. Hg has in mmd
God's COmmandment ‘the srxth
in ‘the Decalogue, included in-
the’ ‘so-called. second Table of -

" the Law which Moses. reoerved
from God-Jahweh. S
“First of all, . lets place
ourselves in thé situation of the .
-audience present during - -the
~Sermon ‘on the Moum, those .
| who' actually heard the words -
- of - Christ: They are- sons and "
* daughters of the Chosen People
pegple who had ‘received the-*Law™ fram God-

"Jahweh htmself These people ‘had also received ‘the
. “Prophets who: time and time again. throughout the

centuries, had- reproved the people’s - behawour

- regarding thrs -vety .commarnidmient, and the way- in .

which it was contmually broken. Christ also speaks of

© similar transgressnons But he . speaks more precrsely

about 'a_ certain- human interpretation- of -the Law,

" -which negates and does:away. with the correct meaning. -

of right and wrong as specified by the will of the

e Dwme Leglslator The Law:is in fact, above all a.

..medns - .an indispensable means" if * Justrce is to-

- our understandmg of the prohrbltron “Thou §halt not

“abound™ (Mt 5:20). Christ desires such justice to be
“superior to that of the Seribes and Pharisees.” He doeés -

“not .accept . the mterpretatlon which through the o

centuries they: gave to, the -authentic content of the:
- Law, inasmuch as such content, ‘or ratlier the purpose”

. . and will of the Legislator, were subjected in a certain

way to the varied weaknesses and _limits oﬂ humarn -
wrllpower deriving prec:sely from - the - ‘threefold *-
‘concupiscence: This- was ‘a casuistic mterdretatron
which ‘was superimposed on the original* version of
right - ‘and :wrong conmiected with- the Law| of the -
Decalogue If Christ tends to transform the ethds, he’
does 50 mamly to recover the fundamental canty of .
- the interpretation: “Do not think that I-have comé to -
abolish the Law or-the ‘Prophets; 1 have not' me to
-abolish. but to fulf“ I (Mt5:07).. Fulﬁllment rs con-’

~ ditioned by a correct: understanding, and tl'ns is ap- . N

phed among others, also to the commandment “Thou r
shaltlnot commnt adultery .

Those who follow the hlstory of the Chose People
from the time' of ‘Abraham in the pages of [the. Oid -
* Testamerit, will find many facts which bear witness as
to how this commandment was putinto practice; and

-as-d result ofsuch "practice, how “the castistic: in- . .
* terpretation of the Law deveioped. First of. allit is well

-known that the- history of - the OId . ’l."estame| t is. the.
scene for the systematic “defegtion from mgnogamy, --
whnch fact. must--have :a- fundamental significance in.

commit adultery.” Especially -at the time of "the
" Patriarehs, the ‘abandonment - of monogamy was
_dictated by the desire for offspring, a. very. jumerous
offspring. This desire wassoprofound and pdocreatton
as the essential end. of marriage was sO evrdent that
' wives who loved their husbands but were.not able to
. give them children, on-their owri ‘initiative asked therr
_husbands who-loved them;.if they could carry “on
.their- own -knees,” or welcome his chtldren born of
“another woman; for ‘example, those of theé serving

" . woman, the: ‘slave. Such- was the case lof Sarah-

¥

tegarding- Abraham or the case-of Rachel and Jacob.
These two. narratives reflect -the" rhoral atmosphere
4n which the Decalogue was practised. They illustrate -~
~.the way in which the Israelité ethos was pr‘epared to
réceive: the commandment: “Thou' shalt not . commit
adultery, 'and ‘how such a.commandment. was applted

" in the most ‘ancient tradmon of. ‘this . people "The -

s

- authority. of the- Patriarchs was in fact the highest in’

" Israel and.hada religious character. It was strtctly ,

bound to the: Covenant and to the Promlse

The oommandment “Thou shalt not| commit-
adultery did not- change this. tradition: Everythmg
"_points to the fact that.its further development was not..”
limited by the motives.-(however exeepuon'al) ‘which
~had guided the behaviour of Abraham and $Tzah or of

Jacob and Rachel. If we take as an €xample|the most
‘renowned Israelitesafter. Moses, the Kings of lsrael
‘David.and Solomon, the description. of- tlrerr lrves
“shows the establishing: of real polygamy; \ lnch was
undoubtedly for reasons of concuprscenee -

In the l'nstory of Davrd who also had ot’l-;er wrves V

" we are struck riot only by ‘the fact ‘that he.had taken
the wrfe of one of lns suhjects but also by the fact that

£ains
Call the efforts whtc aim at piitting the specific.content
“of ‘the, oommandment_ﬁ“Thou shalt . not " -commit

* laws. It is confi riied by the books othe\Brble in which -

‘we fmd the OId estament legtslatron fully reeorded as.
legtslatron, akes adetermtned and open
- -stand’ agai Sing radrcal means, including
-~the death pena y oes ‘s0: however, by effeetwely
supportmg polygamy. even fully legahzrng it, at least .
mdtrectly Thérefore: dultery was opposed only within-
spectal it thin the sphere” of definitive -
premises whlch make:up the essential.form of the Old-
Testament €thos. Adultery is understood above all
(and maybe exclusively) as the vrolatlon of man’s right
" of possession regarding each- woman who may, be his
.own legal wife (usually, one. among many) On. the

. contrary, adultery is'. not. understoood as it-appéarsT

" from the point of view of monogamy as establishied by -
the. Créator. We know riow that Christ referred to the
“begmmng" precrsely in regard to ‘his argument (Mt
-.l9. ).
Furthérmore, the occasron in whrch Christ takes the -

srde of the woman: caught in adultery and defends her :

from being stoned to death.is most: srgmﬁcant Hesays~
. to the accuseérs: “Whoever of -you is. without sin, let .
“ him throw the first stone” (Jn. &:7):: When. they put
down the stones and go. away he says to the woman:

"‘Go, and from now on, sin‘no more” (Jn 8Ly

~Therefore- Christ. clearly rdentrf es ‘adultery- with sin. -
_On'the ather hand, when he turns to those who. wanted
" to-stone the adulteress. he doesn’t refer to the precepts
of Israel’s Law’ but exclusrvely to. conscicnee.. The .
discernment between right and wrong engravéd on the -
human conscience .can show:, itself - to be deeper 3and
miore correct than the conteritof-a riormi. - * - ~°

~-As we have:seen, the history of God’s People in the.

- Old” Testament (which. we have tried. to illustrate _' g |

'"‘TSJCHOEMAN’S ,

through only a few: examplcs). takes. .place. malnly
outside the normative content contamed in--God’s..
commandment “Fhou shalt not commit adultery. W (A
- went -along, so 10 spéak, side by side with: it Chirist
~-wants to straighten.out:thése errors, and thus we have
hlS words spoken durmg the Sermon on the Mounr
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