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Owego — Public. outcry
concermng Vrolence on—
televrsron, m schools, and in.
the society in general, usually

slmply ‘hand- wrmgmg,
: nothmg -is “done . about it.

, But that is not always'the . -

“case. Begun- in New. York-
State prisons: in - 1974, a .
Quaker—sponsored program,
Altérnatives  to- .Violence

- (AVP), has been available on -

a -Community- . basis' -ohly. -

i - - recently. Rathér-than, hand:

o

¢

wringing --about "a violent:-
_sociéty, the. program tries. 10

ovin'lives.

One commumty where :
--AVP 'is. available is Tioga-
County, ‘where * the -program. -
was founded by two . .county .
probatron ofﬁcers

AVP:: mvolves
consecuuve 12-hour days

Jearn about - their - own’ im:

" .pulses-and reactions, and how

to-control.-them. Partlcrpants_
. are led through a variety of
group . activities:

. discussions, with the_ goal. of -

elrmmatmg \nolence as a-
reaction ' {o_"tension or dif:
. ficulties. - ‘

Patrlck O’Connell ,recalled-:'”

that he.. 0y mvolved in AVP:
“onthe suggestion. of ‘a: fellow -
probation ofﬁcer,
- Witte, who is.a, Quaker and’
“was mlerested in offéring the .
~ program locally. Last fall, he

' weekend in Delhr
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,to offer the program
Owego

‘only
outSide. a" state “prison, .
- ©'Connell’s wife, Rose, noted, * -
;commenlmg that " the - com-

three o

and :»the

-portant the. O'Connells " said.
- The probationers,. primarily .
. teenagers, find out that people.
it

Edward -.

retumed wlth a commnment J

“That. Delm weekend vvas
the ..second offered

munity "effort is still a new -

‘idea to those who have ‘been’

mvolved in‘the prisons.~

“The OCorinells,”and W||tte
and:liis wife Mary Ann, -gave
the program for the lhll‘d ume
thefirst weekend in Augustf .

Parucrpams have been '

aboulx half probatroners, they

“noted; the others haven’t-had .
. ~.troubles with~the. Taw. One
.~ help individuals,- reduce - or -
" -eliminate the’ vrolence in thenr :

‘weekend, they, said .an elder
of a Iocal church patrrcrpated

Slster Mary Kruckow on

“the. staff of the Tioga Rurala

Ministry PrOJect, also - par.

ticipated in the May sessron,-

and then in-a-training sessron
to lead the” program. ‘

.O'Connell’ pomted ‘out that

- -while “th m- be
durmg which partrcrpants_» : ¢_program_car)

-valuable to those-. Who have

“had dllﬁculty with thelaw, “I .
- believe

this - program. ‘hras
something to offer anyone ;”

‘The participants “who Jom'

eome in on Saturday mornmg _
.wrth a -caréfully. prepared ,j

agenda and -as soon as the
first sessian is over begm
changing it.

- feel good about: themselves,
- OConnell said, commentmg

_ ithat .violence- againist- oneself - 3

—alsoisa target of the program.-
As -the weekend Progresses,
people

variety- of problem-solving and. -
lrole playing situations. -

Alsd, O Connell sard “we
'have alotof fun,”

} Like any . other weekend;
iprogram he said, the effect is .-

_-hard to. explain, and’ depends

" on _building " experiences. with - -
- ithe “"various €XCICises. .Sister -

‘Mary compared rt oL@
.fenéwal weekénd.- :
-Monthly reun'ons provrde :
followup .
Contmumg the program on. &
Mondays hasn’t  been - a: » ¥
‘problem, ' -they 'noted, ;

' employers- ‘and " the schools

'have been cooperative. While:

- they' censidered cutting . the -
" | program to-avoid the Monday

| scheduling, . O’Connell said

-probationers -are im

who they think “have
made,” .also have problems

< Mrs.. O‘Connell noted that the |

. teenagers- also. discover that |

- they. can’ interact wrth other |
. commumty members :

noted,. commienting that they ||

‘At Jeft, students at the St..
° Margaret. Mary; Apalachin, -
i Vacation Summer School
' diaw “Love ‘Céupons™fo -~ -
| present (o thieir parents.: The E
. .stidents ‘were promising'to " -

: w_e_ek-lon_g program.

'vthat ‘he doesn’t think : the' .-

program could be as effecuve'
ifirwas shorter. -

*AVP 10 their probanoners,,
. their mvolvement is - volun-

i tary, which. is. important for

" the weekend to-be -effective.

; He and Witie-are involived as. |

- *| volunteers, he-noted,- and not .
The weekend program-f’ BT
, sard he -atténded  an AVP» ’

as part of their jobs. -

-do a task arciind the home in
- exchange for a hug ‘and-kiss. ..
Above, the children at the -

: school encircle Father Elmer - _

Schinidt, pastor, as he offe_rs
-Mass Aug. 1 ending the ™~

At first -the exercises are .
designed to make participants .

learn:- to' trust ~one
lanother, he noted, through a

+{0'Connell noted ‘that whrle R
-he “and Wme recommend §

| . The O’Connélls* and Srster»
‘Mary . noted. that. they would -
: hke tosee the program expand»- -

|

"‘fpproach to

to’ adjommg countres and-—'
O Connell. said that it would ‘

be- possrble for :his group, now

- grown td seven’ trainers, to
present the program in other:
. dreas ‘of the. drocese if a local .
'group would - provide a-
meals- for the -

Jocation - jand!
»three days ’
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‘Mrs. OConnell sa1d that,
they: don’t-mention relrgron or
.God durmg the-. weekend,"
although sometimes “par- *
thlpants do They would hke

"1 ‘Auburn-Geneva:

: _A~Auburn, N.Y, i

Mary Ann Ginnerty
"294%; Southi Street Rd

(315)253-2176 -

0 do a weekend for: a rehgrous
group, théy. ‘said, during which -
*the -Christian- farth -could be’
involved in" the_ entire"
,program_ TS
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of Fisher! .-

the advantages-of Fisher. -
For more information, or:

- “Scrences Plus an active Placemem Office. ." -

| Oh...the advantages

2 |'So much. So close
. Lookmg for a small college with-quality career | .

. programs and liberal studies? A college that’s. fnendly.» :
. affordable, and not.too far from, home” Then oonsrder

2

10. ‘a mmpus tour

- call or write: Jay Valentine, 716/586-4140, «- ~_
) Adrmssrons Office, St. John Fisher College,
"3690East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618
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Come see for yourself
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