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New Vork(RNS>— Father 
Pedro Arrupe, SJ, a .leading 

- and sometimes controversial, 
figure among postcoheiliar 
Roman Catholics, has taken 
action to resign as superior 
general of the Society of Jesus, 
the Church's largest. male 

-religious order. 

A communique issued at 
the Jesuit headquarters in' 
Rome arinounced.that the 72-. 

. year-old former missionary 
.priesf "took the first steps 
toward resigning his office-as 
superior general for reasons of 
advancing age and its con
sequences," but was asked by 
Pope John Paul II "to suspend 
for'the time being . . ..the 
execution of the process." 

Father Vincent M. Cooke, 
prpvincial of the New York. 
Jesuits, explained -here- that 
Fattier Arrupe issued the 
communique now - because 
members of the" society 
throughout, .the world we're 
awaiting word.on whether to 

in 
Holy Days 
Of Obligation 

• By Father Robert J. 
Kennedy 

.Celebrating this week" .the 
Solemnity of the Assump
tion. .. we . have ;•' the :. op
portunity of considering • 
holy days of obligation in. 
thejife of the Church and in '* 
the cycle, of the liturgical' 
year.' It has', already, been 

.reported in this.paper and • 
elsewhere thai the bishops of, 
the United States have the 
holy day schedule under-

consideration. * Where did 
holy days come from and 
where are they going? 

- The holy day of obligation 
. to be considered above' all ' 
others is Sunday. This is the. 
"original feast day" because 
it. dates from the' earliest' 
days of the "Church.; On this 

•first day of ..the week\-
Christrans celebrated the . 

.' paschal mystery., -with the. 
breaking, of -bread, the 

. Eucharist. Fpr this was the 
Lord's "Day,, the day of the 
resurrection,-the -day that 
was the' •- foundation and 

•. center — of the "faith. • 
Without going' into the 

. - development • of all . the 
dimensions- of the liturgical 
year it is. sufficient to say 

." '• that other seasons and-feasts 
'were- celebrated that have . 
such; importance in the faith 

' and Catholic tradition that-
they came to have, an." 
obligation attached. Easter, 
arid , Christmas • ar.e . two 
obvious examples. But since 
• Easter is already obligated 
because- it .is a Sunday, only 

. Christmas is oh the list of 
holy .days of. obligation; 

.Cither feasts,, top, are jm-
poftant enough to be 
considered holy days in 

- different countries;: 
Epiphany, Ascension ' and 
Corpusi Christi. In. fact, the 
reyised' Norms for the 
Liturgical -Year and 

/Calendar insist that these 
feasts be included in the 

: Sunday cycle if they are not 
holy days of obligation. In 
the. . U.S., since ' only 
Ascension is a holy day,*-tne; 
others are celebrated on 
Sundays after Christmas and 
Pentecost . —i' 

Another is the devotion of 
the people. This is true of 

, holy days in honor of Mary 
. arid .the saints.' Different 

countries and cultures have 
seen Mary honored under . 
e&Ferent titles or mysteries 
connected with her life arid. 
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FATHER ARRUPE 
schedule for next year the 
series of preparatory meetings 
that lead up to the general 
congregation in Rofne at 
•which a superior general may-
formally resign. • ' • • ' » ' 

Farther- Cooke said the 
provincials were informed by-
Father Arrupe last.spring of 
his desire to retire. 

these, celebrations have 
reflected the lively devotion. 
of the particular'people. In 

..the U:S.,.we have tended 
toward the more doctrinal 
mysteries related to Mary: 
Mother of God.(Jan. 1), 
Assumption (Aug. 15), 
Irrimaqulate Conception. 
(Dec. 8).. This might be in 
contrast with the Mexicans 

"and other Hispanicsof the 
Americas who honor Mary 
as Our Lady of Guadalupe 

- (Dee. 12) or the Poles who 
•celebrate Our lady of 
Czestochpwa. . " . . . • = 

AH of which raises the 
question of what makes a 
holy day of obligation? 

' Is,. obligation simply a 
question of law? We have 
seen that, this is not the case: 

"any obligation of Church 
law -.simply confirms, the . 
more important interior 
obligation imposed* by the 
nature of- -the feast -inself 
(Sunday, Easter, Christmas) 
and the powerful orgins' in 

'- the hearts df the people • 
. (feasts of Mary). Thus,:. 
obligation is, a. question, of 
faith-meaning; and not law".. 
And'when th.e-U.S-. Bishops 
determine . the schedule - of 

. holy days for our country 
(and they are the ones who. 
have the power to do if), 

»• they will face this important 
question. Is All Saints Day," 
fo,r .'.example, more 
meaningful to the American 
Catholic than Thanksgiving 

. Day? Is the Immaculate 
Concept ion more 
meaningful to'the, Catholic 
population. in "bur • country 
than Our Lady 'of 
Guadalupe? 

This is only one issue the 
bishops wilLhave to consider. 
regarding holy days.. What 
about holy 'day obligation' 
falling together with Sunday 
obligation on a.Saturday-
Sunday or "SundayrMohday 
arrangement? What about 
obligation and the .work 
schedules of people? And, 
perhaps most important, 
how is Sunday to be restored 

-asothe most important feast 
day in the .life of the 
Church? ; 
- No matter how the 

• bishops decide, the future of 
holy days looks quite brigh't.-
For as we continue the 
renewal of. the spiritual and 
liturgical-life of. the Church,. 
the mysteries of faith will be 
more: deeply appreciated and 

. more fully celebrated, arid 
the authentic devotion of 
the people* of the Church 
will be nourished. 

Gets Degree 
Sister,Mary Faith Fran-

cione, RSM, has received ail 
MA in Religious Studies from 

. Aquinas College in . Grand' • Jf: 
Rapids, MI. The degree was 
conferred in ceremonies July 
31 at the school. " ' •-''' 

HEATING & COOLING 
RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL 

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE 
586-5544 703 N Lincoln Rd.. fd-W Rochester 

FUNERAL 
HOME 

FORMERLY MILLER BROS. 
"Thoughtful Personal Service" 

V 8E0RBEL. MAY, A , Owwr 
2793 CULVER RD. \ 467-7957 

it Language Institute 

Give yotir children 
an advantage;. •: 

/ by enrolling them in Spanish 
or italfan classes designed for 
children 'entering grades one 

through six. 
Fall session begins.mid-September 
classes held at Nazareth Colleg'e 

381^9015 

WOOD MAKES THE HEAT 
KERR MAKES ft EASY 

• «w KCKR "tttm" <nM wood 
I/tor * • 
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CHIU* PAUL ROADS 
CHIU CENTER 

MON-FRI:9^0«00pm. 
SATURDAY: *3T>6:00om 
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NEW TASTING ROOM 
" Canandaigua Wine Company; jnc. opened its 

new tasting room last year.'.. 'it's primary - ' • 
purpose tp.acquaint visitors with all brajtds 
produced by the .winery. Tourists can see and. 
taste thewines and.get more information about 

-where they are available in their home areas.' 
The.tastitig room is uirique in thai it is. not .'•" 

located at the winery. It is on the grounds of -
historic Sonhenherg Gardens:" an extremely, 
popular tourist stop in Canandaigua. A century 
old build ng. used originally as the cannery for 
the estate, was completely remqdeled to house., 
the tasting room. The character.of the original 
cannery has been preserved and highlighted with • 

.authentic wjnpry cooperage and artifacts.The 
ceiiierpiece-isa beautiful stained glass triptych.' 

. "Abundance." designed and. built in 1911. ' 
. Thousands of visitors sampled Canandaigua's, ' 

ffl wines during the first.successfunsummer of • 
operation and plans are already underway to 
expand for the summer of 1980.';, . 

• Visit us seven days a week from 
10:30 AM to 6PM and Sunday Noon to 6PM 

% '. for continuous; tastings. 

Canandaigua Wine Co., Inc., 116 Buffalo St. 
Canandaigua, N Y . 14424 Te l ' (716) 394 3630 

Hammondsport, Wine Company ;'.* 
Hammondsport, N ! V . ' 
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