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Followmg are excerpts from an. address gtven by “hea

a »*Pope -Johh Paul-on'the occasion of an “ad I|m|na” vtsrt

.,.‘

i " This is a moment when the Church in. Rome .
-respectfully greets in-your persons the entire: Japanese

I people of whom you.are ¢ llustrious and. noble sonis. All

1 of you: remember with. what faithful attention, with.™

: -:what great love Paul Vi welcomed Japanese visitors® .
. . iand  pilgrims. during all’. the
. yearsof hrs pontrfrcate

- Thrs isa celebratron of farth
the faith of-the” whole Church

in .lapan, the faith. of wh ch_'

you, in..upion with_-the.Suc-
- cessor “of Peter, are. guardrans

 and aiithentic teachers. On my".
~part toddy I wish to render .-
" homage " to. ‘this -faith, whrch.

- thfgugh missiopary effori !

“implanted by God as.his’ gtft m T

- T + . the, hearts of the faithful. Tlns
_grft of faith was generously accepted and genumely

1 lived: Tt became ‘the. objectof ‘the witnessing of Paul -
~Miki-and. his martys® eompamons ‘who went 'to. their .-
death proclatmmg the_names of Jesu§ anidMary. and, .

who. by their. martyrdom confrrmed the farth as an
_ everlasttng herrtage in .lapan )

- By the grace of God: and the help of. hrs Blessed
‘|- Mother; this Catholic fatth was,.moreover, preserved

_ throughout -generations by the: Japanese [aity who'.-
. |-maintained-by theé instinct of faith’ therr unbreakable
. .,attachment to the Seeof Peter s '

.. And today thrs falth is strll expressed in action..
| nurtured by prayer and- offered freely. to all Who ’n'pay

wish to’ embrace the Gospel.- Through their faith. -

maml'ested by. fraiernal love and by the’ consrstqncy of -

" their’ lives, | the Christian people of Japan are called {o.

- | give witness to Jesus Christ_ in-their familics, in the
netghborhoods and in"all the’ mtheux in which they S
live: they .are called to commumcate Jesus Christ to:"

-anyone who may ‘wish.to know ‘him. or embrace his

Precrsely by, reason. ol' thev central dtmensron of farth

we see the great value that prayer.has i in the Church: .

1 faith’ i kept afive and fortified by prayer By prar‘er,

- Father. An

‘ and to the Message and. actronof Chrtst s Church

. ¥

‘ 1l that frdehty to prayer is ;an ‘essential 1
elemenit i in the Church’s life. In this regard .lapan has

_ been .blessed - ‘with: contemplattve vocatrons with-

religious w}? carry on Christ's loving . prarse of his :

in_this contemplative :aspect: ‘of -the |
- Church’s life in -Japan is there not-an excellent element.

of dralogue with your non:Christian biet hren. whoin | § '

_their own ancient traditions, have grven d place of | -
. promrnence io contemplatron" IS not thé -desire to be | -
united. with God in purity of heart one of those | -

-‘elements. in| which the: teaching' of our Savior ‘Jesus

- Christ 8o naturally rnculturated mto the lrves of so | e

many of you f people"

lt i5.a great credrt 10 .lapan how generatrons of'
‘Steeped iii- their own- culture.-have been'{ X -
. .able’to contrrbute by therr acttvrtres to, the upltftmg of»-- Y
- socrety

Chrtsttans

v

I the' mdst of therr commumty when Chrrstrans‘

crty for understanding and’ acceptance -

when. they share ‘the-life and destiny of therr brotheis | L

d show ‘solidarity -with all that is good and | | -

? noble, and at the same’ time give expression (o their -
. faith in hrg ier.. values arid to their hope{ in a life yet |

show therr oa

. and sisters,a
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*. unfoldéd inf God — then they.are fulfilling.a task” of o

" consistent

qnitial evar:felrzatron with regard to culture; 'a task
flow theref om. © R

-

N In God S rovrdence the' primary wrtness of life must [ |

. be coupled with an explicit proclamatron 'of the name..| |
the teactiing; the hfe ‘the promrses the ngdom and' A

. the mysteu/l of C hrrst 1

" The encaunter: between the Gospel and culture can |
. take ‘place jonly on ‘the. ‘condition: that’ the Chureh |-

farthfully p oclarms and lrves the Gospel

Savror and [it .continugs 10 give praise to kis Father.

the destiny of: his Church in each generatron

ith-their vocatron and the obhgattons that' -

The uni ersal Church has been deeply’ enrtched by ‘i .
the. contnb tiog-of the Chuich in Japan: The “little | |-
" has. béen a. credit to. ‘the grace of. Christ the
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* " domestic scenes: one in a

. ‘Abraharn and Sarah. Three

e

A"’-Each Has:'
' sm. ’s - Readings. (R3)" Messrah would come..

" Lk 10: 38-42 R Gn. 18:1-7 .
10, (R2) Col. l24-28 The second scene rs a

< ln next Sundays readmgs
. "we' havé two . beautiful °

"-"tentandonemahome . .~ came . npt
_ iracle, :but to teach a
The first scene rs about
_-Christianity-: - . has ° been

teachmg long beforé [any

womeén’s
. .moveiment ever existed - a
lesson

© strangers _ visited - them, - It
- was the hottest tige of day.
— probably siesta-time. But
 no matter. Sohospitable was
.. Abraham, that he insisted-
. -that the strangers rest .and -

. - R - make:a’ fuss;- I:don't. need
- others He found these in the N

.. tent of Abraham and. Sarah‘-, :
and. proiised them a Chlld' .
— a-child from- ‘whoén the .

picture of the home of Mary .

-and Martha. To this home; -
- God again came — not|as.a_
. stranger, but-asa friend.. He -
“to .  work: any~

*. the “contemplative - the:

. wonderful Iesson —a lessonﬂ
’is' their praye
* “‘who work atLprayer Neither .
lrberatro_n.'

.or wrong B
‘the Church jhas .- homie

. - always taught; namely, ithat. -

-~

But ‘our jLord i Hrs

remarks to Martha liberated
.- womien that |day. First He -
‘ champtoned ‘Mary. - by

"saying, “Madrtha; leave her_

- . " alone; Mary has -as' much”

.* right torsit at my feet and
.~ listen to me|as any man.’
* Then He liberated. Martha
* . herself when He said, “Only:”

“one thmg is required.” This
.could “well |mean; “Don't

much.” If- Martha con-
“tinued,. then| she would be ;

* doing it, not: oecause women -

‘were expeeted “but |
beeuuse she \vanted to ;

In homes we often fmd
two temperaments. - that-
-often-. cause . misun-
derstandmg the active and

‘ones who Want to do, the .-
others ‘who [want to think

.and pray; those whose work _

er. and others |

the one nor theother is nght
th-are neéded-in
are needed. in

Both serve
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" .dine. After they had agreed, .-
*" Abraham rushed-into.Sarah "
-and excitedly ordered her 10 .

. - bake- bréad-- and make a -

.- banquet for the strangers;’ -
“come from nowhere out in-

-the. desért. .

, God doesntneeda temple
:'to visit us. -
mountain. He doesn’t even
need a. perfect marriage. —

‘Abraham’ and. -Sarah had-,“",

' " their ups and . downs ‘Nor-

- ‘does ‘He need youth —

* Abraham- and Sarah were.

g L.beyond ‘the-"age *of child- -~
* baaring; All -He needs is - -

' ~. kindness; hosprtahty “and

R loye: -on -our - part toward;

o Imagine! -And -
_- . what happened? Orie of the ~

<. visitors;, turned out to be '
- ".- God.

:Nor -a” lofty

women have: equal rights ,'
-with men. . f

Martha S complarnt about o

her sister nof helping had a

thousand years tradrtrpn in"™

-it,- In- the -ancient, world*:a

_woman’s- -plade . was not pnly_
‘in-the home, but in the-

background: in- the- ‘home —

.. ~her place was tokecpbusy i in .

- -the background! Where was-
' Sarahat the banguet. she had
“.prepared "for the . _
: strangers" In: the tent. Only
© - meén coild sitat the feet of -

great masters. as. disciples.

Never in the ancignt history;”
“except perhaps for a.few :
_women,
. Aspasia, did ‘women - sit “at -
_the feét of . teachers That
f-was a ‘man’s place So

. Martha complamed

like . Sappho or

“three

ln a chur h bulletm after
the listing of masses;. there -
‘was this: réminder:“The end:
“of worshrp, he: begmnmg of
-should ",

" service.” orship.

end. in service. At worshrp ;

- we meet Christ; .in-'service
- we ‘wait_on |Him in others
:Thus. at every mass, we are.
" diémissed wrth the words

~“The Mass is ended; goin

peace: to*love:.and’ serve the:
- Lord.”To seEve is to love to

‘Sarah did; afid.in friends
Mary and. artha did
is;the myste;'y of Ch

is present
- work and on the Str

. love Christ in others” — in ’f’
.strangers, ‘as P{brahamt and .
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