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EWra - Mwe than 400 
persons participated incite 
prayer, service dedicating the 
new; Southern TieriQffice of 
Social Ministry (STOSM) at 
Ss. Pefcf and Paql Chnrch 

. Sunday, Juner29.; .. •.' 

Bishop Matthew ft. Clark, 
read, and signed, an 
establishment document for 
the office: during the service,' 

' whickinclude&a presentation 
,of the office's .board' of 
diiwtors.-staff and volunteers. 

Thie first m speak was 

Father" Charles 
.diocesan Director, of 
Ministry, who noted thai 
variable weather he 
countered on the trip 
Elrnira was symbolic' of 
work toward founding 
office He noted that the 
organization will,' make 
possible for the people b: 
five counties to "take over 
leadership" for social ministry 
in their area. T-

Maurice Tierney, Catholic 
: Charitfes director, noted that 
the office Will.- be able to! 
provide services, wjhich 
haven't been available in the 
Southern TiervOr. in Elmira 
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And Stanley Douglas, 
chairman of the STOSM 
Board of Directors, in calling 
on Bishop. Clark to com-
mission the. office, noted that, 
it was "fitting and proper", 
that the dedication be con-, 
ducted in Ss; Peter and Paul 
Church on its 
as the parish 
church of Elmira 

Douglas 
current board 
explained that 
bring the 
members representing 

patronal feast,-
is the mother 

the introduced-
members, and 
the goal is to 

board/ to .21 
"each 

Tne staif of the Soatherii Tier Office of Social. Ministry as they were introduced to 
those attending the prayer service June 29: from left, Father Neil Miller, Giovina 
Caroscio, Sister Judith Reger, SSJ, and Sister Rosaria Hughes, RSM; I 

Elmira —. The feast of Ss. 
Peter and: Paul provided; the 
occasion for Bishop Matthew 
H. Clark to visit Ss. Peter and 
Paul "Parish Saturday, June 
28, for a Mass and parish 
dinner:' .:. 

And Btshop^ Clark related 
that just two days previously, 
he and his secretary Father 

Charles. Latus, had - walked 
across St.. Peter's Square in .".•"• 
Rome," and between I the 
statues of St. Peter arid. St, 
Paul, to offer a Mass in St. 
Peter's, marking _the [first 

. anniversary of his installation 
as bishop of Rochester. 

He * also told the 

parishioners: that -his. bishop's 
ring: bore three figures; a 
central one of the risen Christ, 
flanked by Stj Peter and St. 
Paul, with then:, traditional 
'symbols. | 

Bishop Clark called on. 
those attending not 4o regard 
Peter and Paul ,as "historical 
figures that have no bearing 
on our liyes;tojiay," but rather 
as persons similar to ourselves, 
trying to follow Christ. 

The feast of Ss. Peter and 
Paul is a Teas in ^which we 
are realistic,!" he stated, 
knowing thai: there is no 
magic about the two meji. 

He called on parishioners to 
be "signs of he pe, and pass on 
to your friends'Vthe lessons 
that can be llsarned: through 
the lives of St. Peter and- St. 
pVui.>- •:••".'[ •-. 

Bishop Clark concelebirated 
the Mass with Father Richard 
O'Cohnell, Ss. Peter and Paul 
pastor. 

Followirig;the,Mass,:Bish6p 
Clark greeted many 
parishioners as they left the 
church | . 

A parish dinner followed in 
the school. 

Bishop Clark greets one of the younger fuuishioners > 
' ^ Pleter and Paul Church during his visit t o t h e f 
June28. 

And . when Douglas in 
traduced the staff, sustained 
applause greeted Father Neil 
Miller, office director. Office 
volunteers also had their 
names read and were asked to 
stand. 

Bishop Clark added his 
: thanks . to those expressed 
eariler for the work that had 
gone into forming the new 
office. 

Referring to the reading 
from Matthew which was part 
of the service, Bishop Clark 
noted that the feeding of the 
5,000 happened: just after 
Jesus-' had heard r-that His -.' 
cousin, John the. Baptist, had 
been killed. Christ sought a 
..quiet place, he not.ed, but was' 
followed by disciples who 
were "broken and hungry" 
themselyesfor the "good news.. 

"He preached." : 

Although troubledHirnself, 
Jesus acted ori the lack of 
those following Him, Bishop 
Clark pointed out. Whjen 
some food" wais offered; ,he 

- noted, the gifts were, 
"magnified and . deepened'7 

and made it possible to feed all -
those there;. 

•* The^stbry, he noted, is a 
prefiguring of the Church, 
where there is ."always room 
for one more." 

He .also referred^)to a 
meeting between Paul and 
Peter reported in Paul's Letter' 

• to the Galatianis. Paul wanted 
to "makesure the course I was 
pursuing was not in vain;" he 
wrote: Peter had one 
stipulation for him, he 

. reported, that he be "mindful 
of the poor," something he felt; 
he had been doing and would 
continue. 

That -story,. Bishop Clark 
related, is .part of the daily 
office. 

"May we who gather !today. 
be conscious of the needs 6f; 
the poor," Bishop Clark. 
concluded,., arid "be 
strengthened in our faith 
which must always be" the 
foundation of pur "com-: 
.mittment to God's people.'' 

Following the prayer 
service, .those " attending 
moved to the , new : 
organization's, offices in Ss.r 

Peter arid-Paul School. Bishop 
''Clark then blessed the offices; 
-and Douglas 'placed, the 
establishment decree on. the 
waif . -"•••• 

Qerould's 
Pharmacies 
S. Main St. and 

Church & Hoffman 
Elmira 

'•Delivery Service 

733̂ 6696 
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Bishop Clark blessing the Social Ministry offices in Ss. 
Peter and. Paul School; while as many as could of those' 
attending the event filled the school hal.1. 

• QUALITY STANDARDS 
• DIGNITY IN SERVICE < 
• INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS 

FUNERAL H O M E 
111« Long Pond Road 

- . - . InearMaiden-.Lanel. 

Ronald John Arndt 
£25^350 

' Personal and DignifiedSeryice 
_ i Parking for Oyer 70 Cars. 

B i l R N S - H A N N A 
F I I N E R A L H € M E 
1795 Jfidge Rd | . 467-5745 

P a u l W. H a r r i s 
. ' . ; • * , - • : • ' , FUNERAL HOMEJNC * 

. 570 Kings Highway South (corner Titus) 

SPACIOUS 
PARKING 

Private caskel -selection' room 
5 4 4 - 2 0 4 1 - . 

AIR 
( ONpniONH 

Michael R.: Yackiw 
Funeral H o m e 

i270Norton-St: 

5 4 4 - 5 0 0 0 ^ 


