g ~rarwe ey &

Aaparte L

T——
)

.,v._l__.t _._

i e NN PRI

S ’.{;:_i%tz‘%ﬁ:m;wu! Mitoeaet
- ; o ;o .

R - .. Father Blum professor ementus of pohucal scienice at’

- they\are no. longer permrtted to pray on, the premtses

o ‘Milwaukee-based organization: hasputstogether anim-

o -', ln us very first legal battle the Ieague helped‘overtum a

) policy.

- " activities are, Destro acknowledges tHe organization is

, By Orlan Love SR
R Drrector of Publreatlons S A
Catlmlrc League for Relrgrous and le Rrghts

' lthough the AmertcanCtvrl Lrberues Umon bills ttself
) state ‘power, in recent\years the ACLU has -

shotvn\rtself 1o be frequently-insensitive =~ if-not an-
tago’ntstrc — to the clatms of rehglous freedom nghts

S

A prtest serves the poor of, hlS nerghborhood as an’
‘;attorney for the’ Legal Aidt Socrety He views his-work as

D “ n;mtegral part of his priestly mrmstry. and, accordmgly.

-wants to wear his Clerical collar in. the courtroom: But the
drstrtct attorney ‘objects, clatmmg that the Roman collar
~ will bias j juries.. A judge agrees and the, priest is demed hrs A
- nght to pracuce law Lo
A group of students meets for pra?;er m a pubhc htgh
school classroom béfore the start of the official school day
Even though’ thiis; practtce is. exphcrtly authorized by their -
‘student’ liandbook ; and.evén. thoiigh, ather groups of -
) students are meetmg in classrooms voluntarily for other -
-—non-academic purposes, the locdl-school-board telis them ™

. An evangeheal couple find that nelther the ;public nor.

L prwate schools in_ their area offer théir.children instruction -
- which- is compatrble with their understanding.of ihe Bible.
"They decide 10 teach ‘their children:at home: througtt a.

. reputablecorrespondence course The mother is a qualified
teacher, but she refuses.to: seek state certification because

*_shesincerely belicves that.to do so would violate her-

. the parents. for violatien of - truancy Iaws e

Whtere do people hke these turn for legal help” Certatnly
not to lhe AC LU, . , .

The partles aboye were. atded in pressrng therr Iegal
clarms by. the Catholic League- for, Rellgtous and Civil .,
Rtghts 'Their cases were among a scorc-the Catholic B
League took ori in 1979, and so far at least one of them, <
* that o£ the people who:sought 0. provide thetr/chrldren .
educatron -An conformrty with-their own’ rehgrous behefs Coa
has been brought to a successful conclus:on f.

Le i ldefense of: rehgtoﬂs freedom. tij .
Cathohcs as well‘as Catholics —is one of the primary - .
purposes of the league Since it was founded:in. 1973, -the .

+ pressive steing of legal vrctortes and “the juryas-sull out on
several equally rmportant TR

Colorado law that-violated the First "Amendment’§;
freedom‘of speech guarantee. by making it a crrmtnal

“offerise 10 send through the mails. literature that “might-" =,

' cause|alarmi” to itsrecipients. Fhe:cliént in that case was.a -
Protestant physician, Dr. Frank Bolles, who had'been =~ .
prosecuted and convrcted for sendmg rrght tohfe lrterature
to hts!fellow cmzens R :
Smee then the league has gone to-court 10 defend the.
, nght 10 freely-exeicise,religious beliefs. io Hight. agamst o
iy ,employment dtscrtmmatton to protect the rightsof

- % - consgience of peoplé epposed (o abortion, 10 champion the

o rtghts of. parents.£o- cducate and. care for;their children,
- . and to assure Cathohcs and other rehgrously fmotivated .
- people of the nght 1o partrctpate m the formauon of pubhc ;

. -{ . N i
‘I_ . . N ..
-

A the center of the campalgn i the league $ general
counsel Robert Destro,.a 30-year-old graduaie, of .the :
. Umversuy of California:School-6f Law at ‘Berkeley. Hrs e
- experience in defendmg statuies. that.restrict the =~ -
availability of abortion has-earned him a Teputation as one
: of the leadmg strategrsts of the prolrfe movement,_ \

He and hrs staff attorneys rely for’ advrce and dtrectron .
- upon a seasoned. Legal Advisory Commitiee .of five ’

promifient atterneys and law_professofs, among ‘them, -~

John Noonan.and Stuart Hubbell the league’s ¢ drrector of
e ‘legalservrces e oo _ .

As exhrlaratmg and rmportant as: thcleague S, Iegal

_‘much more than a-civil rights union. As defined by its,

founder and- presrdent Father Virgit C. Blum,SJ. "The

. Leagues overall mission is to do for the Catholic com- = . .

: munity what the- Anti-Defamation League the NAACP

. -andthe ACLU have done for thetr respecttve con- . .
’ -stttucncres

Marquette University. is.a veteran of moré than: a quarter

dh century of t‘rghtmg fortcr\ul rtghts for Catholrcs

i As far back as’ l953 Father Blum begdn “to speak up
" for the right of parents-to decide where and. how their
children will bé -educated,” he recalls. “*And. I"began 10

. f .. speak against thestatewmonopoly m}rthe use of education T
- 1% tax fufids. T Believed theniand I .
f now..that as a- matler-of:glefe taryjusuce people’should 4

heveeven moré firmly” -

- .m0t be denied a fundamenial Civil right:justbecause. they
. happen not to be weallhy;enoug 10 bear the double
¥ burden of taxatron and tu on‘ &l

' Year after year Father Blum traveled the coumry

stkakmg to-hundreds;of groups, In:fialf a:dozep-books. and

~“more than-150:articles. heexpre. htslwews on freedom
val : PN

L., sof chorce in. educauon But to il

“Blum concluded that it was pointléss to keep on-drguing i - -

¢ -solve that. problem.” he said, “was'by solving the more. e

" has protested

l
~ l
/"Catholrcsare L 2 L ’ l‘
l
Rk

“peligious pnncrples The state files cnmmal ehargec agamst S

..~ Medeiros ap ;
- protests even ually cost-the editor and author-of the arttcle

" hearings, the

., 'spective thatli

S says should ot be predlcated on the abtllty

-_ ".‘.-“»t
h . N b
- ‘ R

~to a week-long meeting; but -
. theres a community. ‘work :
" session’ coming up which- is

" dn exception
- -the locatton

" of western’ Maryland. Years. - 'V
ago, * when - jts -plumbing,
-heating:and

After st\ruggltng nearly in'vain for 20 years Father
a vacuuin for’ educatton freedom “The only way we could

-fundamental problem of the place of Catholics.in
American socrety Cathglics need to organize.1o°defend -

 their rights .and to secure’ their just. clarms..and everyonein

society has o work together to proieci_religious freedom
and stamp out} such pre]udlces as anttCathohctsm This s
what the Cath hc League i is all about . ;‘ S :7" .
ln ‘the past ven years, besrdes provrdmg legal support_‘
igorously against antr Catholic defamation..
The league’s s aff generates, 4 steady barrage of letters to .
offensive newspapers magazines,- ‘broadcasters and pubhc
figures; calhng| attention to their demonstrated lack of
sensitivity tow[ard Cathohcs __.' ) -

l
N
. 10’ lawsuits . mvplvmg relrgtous freedom rights, the league \

*._publig affairs, }“We regularly se¢ -examples of the most™ - °

Accordmg to Mtchael Schwartz, the league S dlrector of 1[
" outrageous stereotyping, as: -well as direct aitacks. on .

Catholics or.the Church, and usually: theperson .
. fesponsible for it is unable even to understand - why anyorie
“would be. upset ‘After al ‘he ftgures. isn't that the way

Accordtng o Schwartz people are by natyre’ reluCtant ° i
to acknowledge thieir own prejudices. “1 suppose that the

* first people toSpeak oilt agamst anti-Semitis| and racrsm e
-~encountered the same problem he said. .} .

Desprte suqh frustrahons _there have been brrght spots
In 1978, an.
red in Boston- Magazme. and/league . -

their jobs. The New_York Times, after: years of smghng <

". out Catholics|in abortion:rélated news stories, despite”
: reprtmands from the National News Councrl ended the S
ipractice after|the league conviniced the executtve pubhsher s

that it was a rejudrmal approach . .;

The Ieague"also dtrects its energtes to long range

. educational projéets: and efforts 1o represent|the intgrests e

:'.of Catholics in the formation of public policy. League

. . Spokesmen have presented testimony to congressnonal

U.S. Commission ‘on Civil Rights. and the -
White House| Conference-on Families. The league.

- publtshesa rronthy newsletter which noronly reports<on -
is own. activjties but also discosses ssues from- 3 per- -

is rarely presented elsewtiere. And in 1978 -

.the IEague undertook a-studyof inner-city private schools

) by which it hopes to shtf 1t the focus of the debate over ard

“to educatron S

.

Prevrous proposals to ard n()npubhc educauon have _
.almost always foundered:on’ the shoals of separanon of
church.and {ate. But the real issue, as Father Blum
steadfastly asserts, is the rtght of parents tolchoose the -
type of school they want for their children ;— a nght he ;

to pay.
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3Fcle personally insulting Cardjrial’ Humbe_rto _ 2

' ftmtatton 1ast-Thursday’ evemng, Rey. William Kessel |
|- of St. Joséph’s Church. opened the meeting with prayer |
-and the - following officers -weré. selected: ‘Changelior,’

N

- Fess, - Ist .vice presrdent ‘James O’Neill,- second -vice
- president; Wm. 'J. Keayes, - secretary; Mr. Pappert,
‘marshal, ;and A.J.. Lambert,

- Daniel,

' nngmg out the glad trdmgs

-that “Catholic socral teachmg fully supports the right |

{.in_Auburn and-S{. Anthony Prep’in WatKins- Glen
‘Brotherly news — Rt. Rev. Robeit :R. Spears’ was’. :
B mstalled ‘as the fifth brshop of :the_Episcopal Diocese

Lkm lack

75 years -ago. thls week “At’ the~big C M B A.

William J. ‘Hauser,C. M. Bayer, chairman; Jacobs J.

~guard.” “Fhat’s.- the_
-Catholic Men’s Benevolent Association and how come
Pappert alone rates a “Mr o . ,

Remember the ttme of the Six- day work week" On ‘
-top of the Burke, Fitz Simons, Hone & Co. Page 2 ad | .
- was the notice, “Burke’s will close at- 1 oclock every -
Saturday durtngJuly and August T

o see -
50 years ago thrs Week —_ Talk about the
beatificatioh of Kateri Tekakwitha?' On July 3, 1930,

was the néws of the canonization of the other North |-
- Américan ‘martyrs, ‘Father Isaac Jogues, Father Jean | -
deBrebeuf, Father Noel- Chabanel ‘Father Antoine | .
Father' Gabriel:{
: Lalemant Brother Jean de la'Lande and: Brother Rene |.
Goupil: They_were .among 10 saints anhounced by |

Father Charles :Garnier,.

~°

Pope‘Plus XI as “all of Rome’s:400 churches united in

i

lnsrde ground was broken July -4th for the

_ '".‘, L
25 years ago thls week — Pope Pius X1 reaffmned

‘of workers to orgamze unions-to defend -their just

claims and improve their standards of living.” “Bishop | e
{ Kearney Dedicates Imposing New St. Vincent Church, |

Rectory in Cormng read the héadline announcmg_

Gurlforl was- the frrst pastor

-
see .- .-

10 years ago thts week End of the lme for three

“Pomp gnd Circumistance™at ng s Prep, Mt. Carmel’

=And just .think of it, hamburger was 55 cents a’

. pound at Star markets — - but only if you- bought three |. .
_pounds or more! And.if you [ could afford a stack of ﬁve -

L]

_ spacious new Motherhouse of the Sisters of Mercy to | '
; be erected Our Lady of Mercy on Blossorn Road n.

~news of the new Cormng church Father Joseph V.. |-

' Cathohc ‘high schools. The fast: graduates marched o T

or.more steaks you patd JUSt 95 cents a pound

s of the Past

Rarely do look forward,

-{Fr John
~because.of " b

L ook mg for the Lord

The~s1te isla lovely place )
on a lake in; the mountains,

- (‘

'.Reedy o — .

- the meaning of that presence
. with: régard "to ‘the com-
;mltmentlwas makmg :

',i,,‘ of turmoiliin the.church, I've
1. tiied to, extncate ‘myself

were much ‘the %mP, lt prOVldcd an-

less -refinéd- than they. are

-now, 1 spen Several sum- .

saw thi§ rehoteJocationasa =

ng

mob. of young men' isolated -

-from “the wprld” during'a -
. few months ‘of " a: nfore.;,,i :

le..

ateve thef‘reasgn'._for-r

‘ expenence wluch 1recognize

: ~joytul,
temp usto leave.
~ were moody;"

as, very unportant for my..

-metsthere ) , -“"llfe 'l. s
i my return 1o the: lake o . For one thmg, |t provrded
; Tih be searching for some of . an -opportunity. for s to
- the'mood .and -memories of - .- 1éarn. to-live With each other
.'those summe in the commuriity. which was .

.:.%_to be the -family -en-
~.vironment of our lrves :

Lord knows we hved ind’

-ught commumty durmg the -

. “happened _during
-summers-- They: provrded; )
. timé for us tobe quret space

“..for ‘us ‘to-bé alone an op--

-

i humane Tespite from a. academic year, but the,
. pretty»mtense year of studtes;x schedule and the studies .’
. and’_disCipline.- Also, I ~were so 4ingense~ that we-

. -suspect, .they saw it as-a’ ~ could easily lose ourselves in-
+ practical - way of keeping a~ -, these. -efforts, . without.

[ 2N

. focusing: very-much on the ' -
sattsfactlons anl:il dtff cultres
b "

each otheras individuals.and"

- as-a group. -We came to
. know"

.the -abstraction,
“commuinity,” as contatmng
generous, talerited:
people, and:also. people who -
sensitive, -

- “During-the summer wrth
a much ‘lighter: schedule,~we -
- - 'bécame much more aware.of .

portunity - '
-reflective,- comfortable wrth'
\ourselves ) :

The ﬁrst few days were-'
-alw_ays an ordeal for mie; the

activity of ‘the  year left me

- feeling that I always.had to
. be ‘doing_ something, using .

time" effectively. - Doing

_nothmg catried a ‘sense of t1
: gunlt, e .

. Then my motor would,, N
slow down. I wouldfind that -

“1 could’sit quietly on a- log
and stare at the lake for an

- hour-or more. I .could lie .

- quietly _at night.on:, the

.‘sleepmg porch and absorb

something rich -and. good" .
- from the dark’silhouette of. - 5! 4
. ¥ recover ‘the _mood of those °

the. mountains - agam_st the

N :mght sky

- prickly. We-learned the art -
of lwtng wrth the vartety,tl._

. there came a deeper sénse- of

Wrth thrs slowmg down :

‘those ;.-

to bccome. ’

_purpose,

during those sumiers:

different: theones of what
hfe ina religious-community

should be- Though we . "

should. be honest in. self-
criticism- ‘and open
change,

-seminarian has been, for me.
rich -in _ its - people
humamty, in rts support

. And the lonelmess whlch -
'oomes in every life, has beén -
far less threatening. because..

" there . .
_ béside  the -lake, |1 came fo.
‘understand that’ lm never

in the mountams

-‘really alone:

prayer; not a’ fot of picus '.A,,' -
" _words, but a realization of -,
-Ged’s presence” in- life .and

Often. dunng these years

— —=——=—=" from -the .pressures and -
. most _of us lear,ned 10" Concerns: . and . disap- -,.
._treasure it : _ pointments of the.day. L=~ .
. t tsense of .
But SOmethmg else reached bacl(ha(: thitsense 0

sense” of .. .-
: -vocation, that’awareness of .
.God that' T came to' know |

Today there :are ‘many -

to-. |
.the .community .
. ‘which I came‘to know as-a -

in its e

The week of meetmgs wrll .
not- allow time for me.to .

summers, but Ilook forward

.- toareturn {0 a setting which *
_ - contributed much. that 1s .
good to my hfe .
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