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Tradmonally, one of the greatest events in Charlotte S ;

recreational season has-been: the annual Holy: Cross
"Parish Kestival, and from the size of this crowd of -
. parishioners. working to make it a.success, this year’ s

. .event, slated for July-18-20, sheild be one of the

from the front row to the

.biggest ever. Left to. n%hto e o T
*Malley; Bill Ryan, en~.

- back, are Father John
Ryan, Henry Davis, Joan Powers, ‘Kay White, Ceil

ih

: : 1

o Adele Seeger, Tony Inzana,. Pat ehber, Tony St. -

George, John Owens, Connie-Go nan, Dean révost,
-Mary Jane McCoitney] Michelle Butterworth, N onica.|
- Gilbert, ‘Mike Lochner,|Caroline Pecoraro, Dick
l"lamgan, Rocky Ardm Mario Fu

- Tony Rosati, Tony Pecoraro, Peg|Roach, Tommy
Masters, Jim Hogan, Hucy Rosati and: Judy Peterson.
‘The feéstival runs from 6 p.m. to ‘midnight on Fr;gay
and Saturday, and 6 to [11 p.m. Sunday.: Featur
homemade food, crafts,
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; Amelia Adams, B

wiches. |

: Chnstre, John Powers, Dorothy F avasuh, Joe Nlcolos1,

b

sausage sand

Jesus tells us; “Look at’ ‘the .
blrds of the air. Consider the

lilies of the field.” If we sée
. “themh as they. tmly are, they .
‘make us think' of God. So-.
‘many. simple;. down to-earth -

_ .-things of our experience Jesus:
. - gathers into His- parables to
. unlock for us the vistas of His
: Fathersway wrthus seasand

-earth, living water, bread and .

wine, salt, light and darkness, |
sheep and lambs; the mother

“ten with her-chicks, the nets

- and gear of fsherman When-

- ‘called- them into _beinig, . Hrs
" “word” continués to speak in-

~1__discover
- Pitched: between Heaven.and
~ Charing  Cross” and Christ
- “walking the waters, not of.
"+ Géennésareth, bt “Thames.”
And-"Joseph ‘Mary Plunkett, ;
'the Irishman executed in1916
" for his parf in the famous -

He became Incarnate Son of

Man,; nothmg "human was,
) - alien to- the: Son- of God
. (except sin, St, Paul feminds

us). All things-were made by .
Him.  He is the Word ‘who.<

them- and:. through them: We -

_ find. them “all. around- us,’

everywhere “redolent and

resonant with God

‘the .running * brogks, /

- Sermons in stones -and good-

-in everythmg - Francrs;
Thompson - is - gleeful
“Jacobs ladder /-_

: Easter -uprising,” .opens’ our

- eyés and ears. to his majesuc ’

vxsxon of Christ i inall things::
“I see His blood upoii. the

"-rose; and-in the body gleams. |

AR Electromc Air Cleaners -

. _amid eternal snows; His tears
" fallfromtheskm ‘, :

: “'“l see Hrs face in every
N ﬂower The thunder and the

" Cdrrier =
Heatmg & Coolmg

‘Gas & Orl Furnace |
-Central Air & Heat Pumps

1.+ JoHN. es‘rusmuc
~ CALLPAUL
-~ 271-8888 -

-

Servrce& lnstallatlons B

. mcnmonm.So 1

V smgmg ot’ the brrds arebut His

voice . —. and ¢arven® by His
power Rocks are Hrs wrrtten.
words. -

| Al hways.b His feet -
P ysy 'mthedynamusoftheln-

are ‘worn, His strang heart

" stirs the ever-beating sea, His

crown of thorns is twined with.
every thorn, Hrs Cross s
every tree.”

Jesus says ‘“He that has‘,

-ears to hear, let him hear.”:
. And, by the same ‘token, he -

that has eyert_o see_ let_hrm

:a .

My theme is sacramentals,
which is the name the Church

- uses for.all those many: things;

beth- .natural. and artificial,
which she blesses for our useé -

“on_the journey of grace —
~-water, palms, ashes,- crosses,
‘medals, scapulars, pictures. .
. But. u?we are to.use themina

healthy, holy way, we must
not lose sight of the basic fact
.which’ underglrds them all —
-namiely, that -the. blessing of .
the Church - upon ‘them is

. simply an extension of the
- The. .great poets proclarm”
.lus redolénce and. resonance.
: Shake_speare remi’n_ds,'us to- -
‘ﬁnd “tongues 1n. trees, books -

holiness they already Have as
God’s* éreation, COMmINg: 1o us.
from' the hand and with the -
“breath: of ‘God.- Even' before -
they " are . blessed, - they are
already.. pointers. of divine
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Reallty, sllent speakersl of
" God’s beaﬁty and goodness
But when the Church blesses
“them, they are rcusedmtojthe
‘'orbit of grace. The Church
- the. Body - of- Chnst,

them -Christocentric; shari ns

- carnation, elevated_into 't
redemption for “which, as]St
Paul “tells. us; “all .crea

unul now, (Rom 822)

Thls and nothing Iesst n

thrs is .the. context |of

sacramentals ‘as; thc Chu h

offers them to us for our

devotion-and use. By them we
. are to be. rerninded snmply of

.the _intersection -of ‘our time

with God's eternity .and the .

graeeoansSon They-are. ot -

.charms, -amulets, - fetishe

talrsmans, good' Iuck p
Any. such use of the m

attitude toward- them Lrs
superstitious, -bringing not -
blessing but an -occasion | of
sin.. This ddngcr is never-far
- from infecting us, There'is still..

-a pagan deposit lurkmg iiv the - B

.dark corners of many hearts ..

.(For

“ Yet, 1o counteract such an' :

unchristian, use - |of"
sacramentals,.it should: not be *
neoessa;ry for . the Cliurch(to
eliminate ‘or -ban them: Such
an éxtreme would

T

natu L eounterproducuve-
-'We have a flagrant. mstaneeof

such’ polarization and prudem

decision of the Church in the
.seventh “century "controversy

and.
“and fc Aghttothelast&rtchby .
for and

about| the use ofsta
icons:| the

the.: Byzantine ‘empe ¢

" most of the.Eastern Church,
‘was- galled the 1 hoelast

All he more urgent resson,

theref’_ - why- we of the -
Catholi faith should mpioy
- our sacramentalsr not

negatt ely _as- superstmous-
~but posmvely ‘as -
truth; .

mementoes of grace and
h?i Is of ‘heavenly ble&smg
an

the - :

ospels show " that
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