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Im Yours

“i.- Ona beauttful late: evemng in June, our doorbell
- rang. My téenage son answered and there was = .
nobody there. When he stepped outside to.check on
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this pheromenon, he found a! ltttle black kittén

struggling ont -of an: Easter basket to which this note
“was attached: “Dear Currans, I'm yours. I need a_-

good home and I know you wrll take. good ‘care: of
me. Love Your Krtty B '

“Okay iy l sard to- my three. ages 18, lS and ll

who were. exlatmmg with delight at thts furry
. bonanza “whose is rt"“ VR

' “I have no idea.” . S U
“Never saw it before

S ltal

'k scanned therr faces and wondered how any

- parent. could question -such beatific innocence. Just

-then I'm Yours started. up -the: draperies, claw by
claw and. my- innocence took flight. -

As remarkable as this attempted addition" s ap

- pearance ‘was in our -family. éven more astoundmg
.- was.the srmtlartty in response:- from. the three when I -

. explamed why we weren't adopting- a-cat. One. would
_have. thought- they rehearsed their responses if one

weren't convmced that is, of therr beatrfrc m
nocence. . X

L you already get allergy shots

- 'suffer because of ours,” said Ho

- 'same resporise from: Steve-the next day.

What makes you think we' know anythmg about o when ! don t have allergres -

 corned.beef which sells for. 89 ¢

- 'was cat food.)

« ‘Iaunched I'm not gomg o be tied " ds

fnanswer, *ht will keep you.compa
gonéi L. Lo i
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% but I he '

let it pass as too trivial to discus

“Why should [ suffer.” he snl fed plai trvely.

Maybe you 0 luck out and g L them

. had.just fed ‘the’ kitten half a pag ckage of| wafer thin

nts for three ounces.
(Later, nobody .would finish the packag,

[-explained pattently p ve fin ally got ‘my fan_nly

ten.

‘All three responded wrth the

- for the unwanted

, I consoled :
’lum feeling: noneztoo friendly oyer the f[:ct that he

because it - _'
- surpnses

~.t peeled T

‘ pn npan :
’Yurs off the. screen door e ve spent ‘years waiting .
" for the day when riobody keeps me compapny.” l -
ig nored their’ strtcken facés. “I don't want company. .
I doni’t want ‘noise, cat fur, spots, or-animals shppmg
into-the refrigerator when I'm. getting a carrot stick. -
1 want -my’ home all to myself from 8 to3." -

.| Stunned srlence Then an agonrzed whrsper‘ “You
on’t: like ‘having us here lt was Phase Two plty

* .

“Not between 8 and 3 "] repeated frrmly A qurck

' hrug of. defeat *passed between them

*The. krtten whtned all day as I was trymg to wrrte.

" In late- afigrnoon. I found-eyidence of its activity in-

y riewly planied garden: As:l left to get groceries. l

* also leftv_a note. ‘See that the cat rs gone by bed

trmc

Resrgned they called I'm Yours daddy,

' classmate who came to retrreve it. I suspect. he had

a list of others’ who were gomg to get late eVenmg

ln the days.that followed. our three weril ifto
mourmng ‘We heard plaintive- réferences to “our
kitty." parental hardness of’ heart, and the- unfarr

V dtstrrbuuon of votmg power in the famrly

W'hatever happened to, “lt followed me home “” |

g Where Do The Put lt ALL‘? R
1. I'don’t know. who fostered the notron that only . .
- girls- giggle. On & recent Sunday ‘morning 1 awakened‘ ,

. at about-6 a.m. to the tintinnabulation .of tee-hees
floating up-from thefamtly room’ belaw."Two sets

|.were still-in the tenor range, a third Kept cracking

- between the htghs and lows and- a fourth was
deﬁmtely on'its way.- to being basso profundo. ,
-The- host, our 12-year-old son, had.decreed that
everybody go.to.5 p.m. Mass the night before so
they could-ail.sleep in on- ‘Sunday morning. As I

|- climbed wearily.into my-clothes I calculated that the

“only thing they would have missed thus far was the

Sunrrse Service. . -
"The maneuvermg for thrs affarr had been con

- ducted Wwith expertise. Just. 20 of his closest P

classmates for a boy-girl picniC in the:back to

_i-celebrate the end of-the school year OR a. sleepover.' :
1 for a few of his. pals The sleepover won hands-
down. .
Hrs father. when he heard of the plans asked - wrth o
1 more than a trace of irony if this was a reward for = .
_ 'drstmgurshmg hlmself during the. school year. Well, it
was pointed out, he'd not been suspended barred, or -

cancelled -for-the comirig year. That was some kmd

A Spiritual Journey Home

- and a remarkable Joumey back to. the- Lord

.~ who witnessed their vows.and received Judy: into the.""
o Church ln a pamful three hour visit wrth hlm they :

-of accompltshment waSn 't rt"

-2 child

. ' ~roast. scheduled for about 9-p: m

-Crush, two bags of pretzels, a
‘ box of Bacon. Thins, a few Tns i
- chiips. They: said maybe they'd
- for the time bemg oo

. fearsome: bark. They barricaded X
~but her pleadmg whine to-be Id

" Clen was eiirled-up in the mtd

Sarah

i All in the Famrly

The get- together began about 8:30 .rth a‘het. dog
By 9l however,

they: had already. consumed a: sn

Two were’ rntrmrdated by the

down. about l ‘a.m. to turn off t e 1

bags and inert bodtes C R

/

At 6 30 E put out a plate of cmnamon sugar-

- glazed arid cream filled donuts. At 6:33 the. dozen -
|-cakes had disappeared and somebody was suggestmg
‘I | they go outsrde for a qurck game of soceer. .

. «No"‘ I screeched qurckly, porntmg out that some
.| of the neighbors liked to sleep until at feast 7a.m." -
“on. weekends “Try the TV " l suggested R

’ “Nah only Rex Humbarg (sic) is on this early,

reported one stalwart as a small fray began durtng
". which everybody punched everybody else out ad-
" midst more giggles. The dog got'so. excited she-tore .
-out through the screen then bounded back into the. |

middie of it all, mppmg at: sleeprng bags and. barkrpg

g ecstatreally

1 - Alt 91 puta. plate of sttll hot blueberry mufﬁns on I
1. the table. “We're still stuffed,™somebody: said. I

_went _upstairs, retirned-and discovered a new round
of drrty glasses and a prleof empty muffin papers.

Alt 10- am ‘they thanked me kmdly, gathered up

- therr sleeping bags.and departed, going home no
' doubt to:see ‘what there was toeat. -~ * = .

Bob and Judy. became husband .and wife 13 years

ago. ‘with- Judy entertng the Catholic Church around

the time .of their marriage. - .
Two children came-forth’ from this union who

‘were rmmedlately ‘baptized* accordmg to the basrcally-

pré-Vatican I’ ritval. .- . -
A house -move, the common prrorrttes of couples

- their age and unsatrsfactory experiences with parish -
. structures led them to drift away from regular _
worshrp Bob: generally stopped -going (o Mass: Judy

returned occasionally to her former church: the -

s ~ children recetved llttle rellgtous training. .
Through these years. however, the family bond. - .

. remained trght and-loving. It was that close.union
whigh finally brought about a spiritual conversion

Reallzrng therr daughter and son, ages 12 and 9.
. were religiously .confused: and tmpovertshed they -

 both knew something had to be. done and’ thrs step
would have to be'taken-as a famrly SN

Through a fascmattng series. of provrdentral cir-.
* cumstances, they camé in contact with the ‘priest -

~descrrbed their aimless wander;'

: confusron as (0 where or. how,, ©

. ;lthe Lord leads them

s
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- anxious desire to. discover i mne

‘He suggested the faniily gol to

The: next Sunday they were
early and-the next and the: ne
‘But there was more’ to come{

,“Do thts in nremory of me." he.,
strongly, 'lovmgly at: hts youn !
wanted so 'to impress this mess

T 7that little’ Robbic might b€ spark

1 - known! -

‘ .."they made’ that generous

. dark*years of_ a sprrttual desert his parents had

- ~.' . - ) L y

C Thrs couple has become deeply mvolved in pansh
- “activities. Moreover, the return. to a richer, patterned .
. lifé of prayer and- worshtp has expanded their. hearts
- and prompted them. to reach out toward others in.

need. - .
Every few months .ludy carries a tiny- baby to

" Sunday liturgy, not her-own, byt another ricther’ s..

As foster parents, they take the'mfant into: their
warin. seciire: dwelling for a few, weeks until the -

: adopung parents are. l‘ound and come for the-child. .

leo. a 74xyear old wrdowed uncle-of Bob's

.. recovering in the hosprtal from ‘major‘surgery, felt
i greatly dept;essed over his condrtlorr and futute, h
- “Where will I go? Who. thl care for me" How wrll l
e end up"—" , )

* Bob and .ludy sensed hts need and srmply sard
“Come and, siay Wwith:us untrl you are. able to return
"heme and Tive on your own ’

Uncle Leo broke down and wept for joy when
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