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Partsh Renewal

" A man in his 60s recently wrote these reaettons to-
* an experience he had- at St James Church in -

- Johnson Citys N.Y.:

“ . “I'would recommend thrs to everyone hrgh school

: age and up. It was the most rewarding weekend of

. my life. It made me feel- my fellow Catholics are part - -

_-of ‘me. | was helped by all, 1 learnéd that- ‘being .
~ Catholic means sharmg ‘the. body of Chrtst 1 am -

- proud to-be Catholic.” .
More than 100 people shared that Pansh Renewal -

Experience with this mdtvtdual but not all were in -

)  his age bracket. Some were older. Nine, for: example N

indicated they were over 70 and made these ob

.- servations;

"Perfectly beauttful weekend " “Very rntereStmgt

© most worthwhtle recommend it for all:; ages ™“Very-

moving.™ S . -
= Most were much younger A great number g

participated who listed their age'as under 30. The :
-, following ¢comments-from members of that group are
particularly significant. since we findmany such.
.. young adults-alienaied from the Church or at least

not, mterested :

. "“When I first came l was completely .negattve By
e 'the end of the weekend I learned a gredt deal-about
" myself-asa Catholic in the. Body of Chrtst Strongly
recommend it for others . -

o

Before the weekend I, had no. real concept of the

Catholrc religion: l never bothéred to-find out. Value B

- 08 tmmeasurable S0 many’ doubts cleared up.

© and: never found it. Now the
_ love to our partsh and:I'm. thrtlled

. the pastor and/or thé local prt

- each. ntght
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" many rough ‘areas (o get through but £ would
- récommend this for everyone o w

-““For the fi TSt ttme 1 understand what my
Catholtcrsm -means. Before I-hu gered for warmth- -
rd has brought,hts

EEN

Thrs Frtday ntght through late Sunday afternoon
weekend iri- March was led by the pastor, Msgr.

Desrgned to be condutcted in: a parish setting by
is; this weekend -
experience is for all aduli parishioners over 18 —
single, marriéd, single parent, réligious, wrdowers
Parttcrpants gather for a length ' Friday night
session; a'9 a.m. to 10 p.m..program on Saturday
and arr all day Sunday effort hey return home

The presentattons are gtven by the local priest -

_' with brief pump-priming sharing at thie end of each
by several spersons, €.g., a couple srngle person. L
* youth or reltgtous ; -

Peter Owens assisted by a team of partshroner’s - '

' renewal of our Church .

v deall of teachlﬁg dunng tt (followmg a detailed-

" outline prepared by the ortgtnatorl but after every
* presentation there is-a small-grotip discussion.”
followed by open; volunteer sharing by ihe whole
- group. In addition, the weekend mclgdes several

" communal expertences of reconcrltauon and
anomtmg. .

Jesuif Father Chuck Gallagher of Worldwrde :
Marrrage Encounter fame developed with the aid of
séveral othef Cattiolic leaders this expertence whrch
_ hias grown raptdly and beeii adopted in many
-parishes-and dioceses ' throughout the country

'Il‘he extremely: posrttve fi

- Jafier that.initial: Parish Re

A %

“ naturally pleased andi‘excrted%

remarkable spiritualiresults afierwards. —-persons

returmng'to -Sunday’ Mass, recettang’penancewand the ',' o

Eucharist for the first time in years asking’to be

,‘ more involved with parish.life — - gave him a deeper

conwiction this. program: has great possrbrlmes for the

toe

. : . .

‘He already has eonducted another weekend

: planned additional ones and sputred 30 prigss of the .
. diocese 10 participate-in a training session With- -

Father Gallagher and to: sponsor the Partsh Renewal o
Expertence in thetr own churches ’

"+ L. even to discuss.

1 Mtd-Ltfe Crisis.in Farth

Ina superb artrcle in the February 1980 issue of
St Anthony Messenger,
Faith.” Dr. Michael Warren piripoints an un-

‘|- comfortabie area of parent/teen relationships, ie. the

" shaky status of parental faith and. its"effect on

[ adolescents. Those of us who work with; parents in
- “our church are aware of the phenomenoin of many -

. parents who want their young -adults to embrace a .

faith they themselves nolonger feel, who want them
. to-gfow, in a faith*they stopped growing im’ long ago,
.and who want 10. belteve what they dre- 100 apathettc

*¥et, as-Dr. .Warren says Teen fatth development

“lis tnttmately tied to the: ‘way adults pracfice their

farth and even beyond that. to the way the whole™~
partsh community Jives-its faith. Many of us-adults
.’ know from friends our.own. age that halts or :
blockages in one’s religious development occur as
- much durtng the middle yéars. as durmg the early
" téens .
and New York for the past 10. years, I myself am
. convinced. that the miost serious problem with .,
religious development is a sort of -mid-life' numbness,
| of spirit, a closing-off of religious question “which i is '
actually the atﬁetsm of the religiously half- awake
. To paraphrase ‘Emily Dickenson. there" 's a sen-
i tence ‘you.€an take your hat off to, Any aware

“When Teenagers Lose the - . A

. Chrtstran adult knows dozens tf people who- exhtbtt
"that “mid-life numbness of. spirjt” but who are .
.. "terribly concerned about the .visible faith of their’
- young. Why" How can faith .
: couples progeny when they have. stopped growmg m i
- _ it themselves? A 7 .

After working with adults in Washington. .

_-want it for their adolescent 4

a
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' Curran
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so important in a

Or-could that be .the: reason" For a long time, I've -

;. suspected a ‘relationship, between the concern. of --
.. some parents over their matur ng offspring’s faith -

and the lack: of concern over their own wamrng
faith. To srmpltfy it.-the more unsure they are about

Y

their own faith. the more des rately they seen o - L

When leork wrth parents f teenagers who have .

' sltpped away from the pew and ask about thetr own.
- -faith life. they're.apt 10 béecome: defensive. They
‘ dont want to talk about’ that

4 .
L,

| :,.i ‘

What they want 0 know s why somebody isn t
“giving] -their adolescent.fatth -,

ke <PFnenot: tmplyrng*that saIl parents who are con- <

il

‘cerned about théir teen’s fdith. have a-faith problem
themselves They 'don't. Good parents constanily
exalmtne ‘the faith life of all_their children: But they-t
-examine (heir own-as well. T 'm talking about the -
parents who ‘invest their faith in job; consumertsm
-and their. teenager’s faith behavror rather than in .
thernselves ' et s

Like Dr Warren. 1 wrsh we could stop- worrymg .
so much’ about our collective adolescents’ faith -
behavior and loak .- more closely at that mid- life.

" numbness, of spirit in the pew.. He: writes, - ‘1 would |

* encourage parents to pay more attention to the .
qualtty of worshtp in:their partshes What

. sometimes appears: to’ be~a crtsrs of farth can |n fact
be a. crtsrs‘of worshtp e .

Agatn he hlls it rtghtson the halo Many partshes
have litilé wmble;v;dénee of adult faith, even at -
Mass. Worshtp is oblrgatory. something to gé1

] thm)ugh imas-short-a time as. possrble. If'a good -
. 'share of the pews in ‘our; parishes are fi Hed. with the

: religiously: half- awake. how. can we. expect our young 1 '
) be attracted to tt" . L

' .»Accordmg o the 10- -year- -0ld; you admiit that you--

_Somehmes It s Not Easy to Admrt a|

A little-of thts and some of that Do

_ — What do you say: when 'you are in need of an
eraser? Put salt instead of sugar on. your cereal?
"~ Throw out the baby along with. the bath water? .,
"made a- magoo She comed the word. recenitly when
she started to say, in her usual speedy delivéry, that

she had made a:mistake. Halfway through- the word, . -

. - she'switched to goof as’in T goofed.” It-came out

= sounding like magoo. It's.not half bad Can be used -
- as a noun as above. Or a verb as in “1 magooed and ’

" ever.an adjective as- tn “tt wasa magooey day from
start o finish.”

— l may have come up wrth a solutton foran .*°
o aunt | know who never manages 10 gét.a; birthday
. card-out.;ontime: to niecés and nephews. 1 plan o
- pick out a v at_random and send everybody a. -
.- .card. Until then, however,happy btrthday Mary..
e Eve, Ann Ernest Sammy and .loshua ael

My -mom; who has been ,rll and s now on the

o .. . . . S

" mend. recetved enough card

- fervently in_that prayer.and.
. _tust how potent those ‘prayers| can: be Deo (:rattas' e

That_s their affatr, :

- Sarah .
._Ch_tlde ]

.A'

. Al t:n the Farrtil) .

}v'-_.,.v g

'couple of good sized rooms,- eadtng through them
‘was gratifying. Our family-le rned a good many_ -
things duung thts interval, in Iudtng the fact that
many people pray for others. hat they belteve
I]nosl important of all

R My favonte travel souvenir twhether tts-l -

dotng the. traveling or somebody else’ hrmgmg back. a,

* o gifu is, of course, a book. -Sorijething describing e
“locale or history of the spot or even’a coobook wtth %
- area: delrcacres . 4

..er.,:‘z.d .t.-_.--...-

- -

nd notes 1o papera - . |

¢ 'category down a ltttle

N my passbook has strawberry _telly ot c.o-

- -

B

The head of the house who recently attended a

conference in Nashvrlle came back with a sprral -
bound noteébook desciibing. Southern dishes. Reading

are recipes.for Peahut Butter Biscuits, Beneva’s-
Vinegar Pie, Possum Apple Pudding:- Lazy Wife- .

|-Pickles. along with-hins on -how to take care of

onton breath a toothache and cleamng.old marble

lLove Thy Netghbor as Thy Self we are- told I am -
personally’ convinced it: is the.most. difficult-of all the
- comimiandments. | have no problem ‘with the -

. | neighbors 1 know —-it's the onies | dorFr-that curl
3 .myt eyébrows including such types ‘as the sweet

youing. thing \ who_crowds in 1aheacl of everybody al

y
{.fhe: checkout ling, the over friendly stgre clérk who'

rmakes a practice ¢ ‘of short changrng cusiomers.. the
‘officious. bank clerk- who sicérs because somehow.:

R
.1 = '.f<,.«

Ah. rf only. tlte Lord lj.td narrowul tlte netghhor o '

e

>

-through it is like an adventure story -of sorts.: There T




