COURIER- JOURN‘\L

Followmg .are excerpts. from the text. of: i recent genenl
] audrence address by Pope John Panl ll.

. We have -aifeady. spoken of the shame whtch arose in the
heart of tlie first man, male and female, together ‘with sin.
The first sentence: of - the. biblical narrative, in_this con-,

nection: runs- as - follows ~“Then, the_eyes. of both were

. opened. and they “knew that they were naked; and they

- themselves- aprons.” This-passage,
. which speaks of the mutual shaine

symptom of ‘the .fall, must be’

- foundations of -their. existence.
.*And they heard. the sound of the

and- his wife hid themselves from
» .among the trees of thie garden

‘ The necessuy of htdmg themselves rndlcates that in the
: depths of the shame they both féel before each other. as the-~
immediate fruif of the tree of- the knowledge of igood and evil,

.thefe “has matured a sense’ of fear before’God ‘a fear

~ .. previously unknown. The."Lord God called {o.the:man, and-

" said to him; ‘Where.are you?' And he said. ‘1 heard the sound
of thee in the garden and I was' afratd because I was naked
" and T hid myself‘ L S
) A certam " fear always belongs to the very essenoe of
shame; névertheless original shame reveals its.character in‘a
. particular way: 'l was. afraid, because 'l was naked.” We
reallze that somethmg deeper than physrcal shame. bound up
wrth a recent -consciousness -of  his own. nakedness; is-in_
actton here. Man. mes 10, cover with the shame of his own
*‘nakedness. the feal. origin of fear. indicating rather its effect,
in” order not to call its cause by name. 1t7is then that God

* Yahweh says in his wurn:- “Who told” you that® you' were .

f_" eMeaning of

- sewed fig feaves togetherand made .

" ‘of -the.man dnd the woman as-a . connection.-

. considered. inifs coritext. At that .
- moment shame reaches its deepest i
level and secems: to shake the very.

. Lord-God walking in the. garden in -
. the cool of ‘the day, and the man

" the presence of the Lord God .

- -you.mol’ to eat"

naked? Have you eaten of the tree of Wthh 1 commanded

v -

The precrsron of that dtalogue is overwhelmmg thé -~

~-precision of ‘the whole narrative is overwhelming. Tt .

" " manifests the surface of man’s emotions in living the events,

in such @ way as_.to reveal at.the same time thieir depth. In all-
“this. “riakedness™ has not solely a literal meaning it does not
-refer only- 1o the-body. Actually. through nakedness there .,
-" is manifested man, deprived of participation‘ini the: Gift,. man

* alienated from. that Love which Had been the source of the * |

ongmal gift: the source of-the fulness of the good tntended
forthecreature - ", o e A

This man. accordmg 10 the formulas of the theologtcal
“teaching of the. Church, was deprrved of the supernatural -
. and preternatural gifts which, were.part of his“eridowment”
. before sin. Furthiermore; he suffered a loss in what belongs to

Ahis nature itself, to huranity in the original fulness-“of the -

.image of God.” The thtee forims of lust do not correspond o

. the. fulness of that image.: but preetsely to. the loss the -

déftér"éhéiés, ! 'ltmt ations thatappea w'thsm.

" Lusti IS eXplamed ‘a lack., whrch. however. hasrts roo(s m :
~the ongmal depth of-the human sptr,tt, If e wish to stiidy g of '
" this phenomenon inlits orrgms, that isat the threshold of the. : ody was to feelin contaet with: the earth subdued by

srderatton all the words that God Yahweh addressed t0 the

. woman and to theman; and furthermore we-must examine -

-the state of their conscrousness and it is the Yahwist text
- that. .expressly ‘enables us to. .do so. We have already. called
_-attention before to: he’ llterary spectf“ icity of the: text |n thts

7

What state of cofisciousness can- be ,mantfested in the
words: “1 was afraid|.because I was naked; and I hid myself™
To . what interior. Jtruth .do" they correspond? To what
meaning of the bod
.differs a great deal from the original one. -The words of the
" text:bear witness dtr‘ectly to a radical'change of the- ‘meaning -
of original nakedness In the staté of ofiginal innocence
nakedness did not e
- ceptance of the bod
truth ' :

in all its human and therefore personal

" The body, as the expressron of the person, was the flrst

’ stgn of man’s presertce in the visible world. In that world,
" man was able right from: the beginning, to dtstmgutsh

. himself, almost”to tbe individualized — that- is, confirm
himself as a person also through his owir body. In fact, it
" had-been. -marked, 'So to speak, as a visible. factor of the -

" trariscendgnce in'virtue of which man, asa person, surpasses.*

xpress & lack, but represented full ‘ac- -

do:they testify? Certainly this new state

the visible world of [living beings. In this- sense, the human. .

body . was' from the
tangible verification: pf man’ sorrgmal *solitude™in. the. world,
“bécoming at the same time, by means-of his, mascultptty ‘and -
femininity, -a ltmptd element - of mutual donatton in.the
commumon of persons ’ .

ln thrs way. the human body.bore in ttself in the mystery
of creation. an unqhesttonable sign of the “image of God"
:and constituted .also the specific source of .the-certainty of
that ‘image. preserstj in the whole humarn being. -Original -

. acceptance of the body was, in a way, the basis of the ac.
" “ceptance of the wholie visible world. And-in‘its turp it was for:

4han & guarantee: of[ his-dominion over. the world over the
earth whlch he Was to subdue . .

»

“The words Ny was afratd because l was naked and l hld

- - myself,” bear witnéss to a radical chauge in this. relattonshtp
- Man loses, in"a wa
“God.” expressed in hlS body *He also loses to somie extent the.

, the ofiginal certainty of the “image of

sense of his right*to- ‘participate in the perceptton of the

world, which ‘he enjoyed inthe mystery, of credtion. This -

s mner self. in the fact that”
ne_vision of :the-world and
ve -htm deep peace and j joy tn

right had its foundatro in

- lrvmg the truth and value “of his own body, in all its sim-
_plicity, transmttted [(l) hrm by the Creator * God saw (that) it

_was very good

0\‘.

The words of the L‘.xt conﬁrm the collapse ol' the ongtnal
acceptance of the body as a’sign of the person in the visible.

. world At the same’ time. the acceptance of. the matenal

_beginining a faithful” witness -and a

How g o Pray
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By F ather éobert J
Kennedy :

The General “In-

e o -were taken, very few would

But why" The Euchansttc
:Prayer should be the center
and lugh pomt lt s the

our behalf a profession: of
central. place of the. mystery

also the great blessing- prayer
praise.and- thanksgtvmg, and

* through 6ur sharing in.those

_ this prayer is-$¢ important in

[ the® eucharistic’ worship -of
) ‘the.Church, why. doesn’t it

. prayed?."

s _prayed.”

The Euchanstlc

* . . droduction ' to the
- Sacramentary . calls the
Eucharistic Prayer “the -
. center and high point of the -
‘entire celebration” (No.54); "

but I suspect that, if a poll

concur wtth this assessment .-
:* questioning -the: faith and

ot Church’s. great “act of
S thanksgtvtng for. - the.
; wonderful works of God on -

faith. that acknowledges the -

of Christ in our lives. It is.

-_.'of .the. ‘Church “that con: .
e - secratee the gifts offered in-

‘ . gifts, consecrates us.. So, if -

‘. seem ltke it". lS when it lsr
'The'answe'r'seems' to be:

- . “because of the. way it lS;_'"

Beeausc lt IS prayed by- )

lnsnghts m hturgy

. 2.0
‘one person wnth seemmgly
minimal :* congregational:
participation, most miembers .

.of the congregation tune out:

. this' part, turn. to their own: -
.+ thoughts " and- prayers, . or
- » follow
‘. paperbac

casually in. a
missal: The
presider oftén does not help:-

- this situation if-he prays the

prayer m a , sing-song
“chuarch:voice;” in.a _way
“that says_to a congregatton

that ‘this " is _his ' private
prayer,.or m a way that doés -

not. ring. as’ frue -prayer for )
.;the congregatton )

‘Now I am in ‘no’ way

devotion of. congregattons or-
presiders: Such cames.

through- .despite - .the
. technique .

of -.prayer.-
‘However, in _this communal”
act of -thanksgiving -ard

':pratse all*those . present .

must, in a sense, “wear- their .
faith on. théir sleeves.,” The °

" eucharistic’prayer professes
- before : God .and .in. the

. presence:of one another our.
- faith and gratitude, - our -
) 'prayerful warship: In it “the

whole congregatton . joins

~ Christ in. acknowledgtng the .
- . works of God and in offering
* the sacrtﬁce ™(No. 54) '

_B_ut How?‘

- * Paragraph’ 55 of -the
.. General Instruction .states -
. that “all:should listen to the
- eucharistic prayer m srlcnt
- reverence and share in it by
. makmg the acclamauons

I

; alone his voice is the unified . " :

" ) euchanstlc prayer “he Unités

* the. Father - through Jesus
"+ Christ.” (NO.. 54) I~

- Therefore

. wisdom and-love” (EP|IV),. .-

- siriging of the acclamations.- - -

o
i

Now, ‘I feel most’ people g
.understand’ ltstemng as a.-
"passive (and perhaps ‘even..’
" negative) activity. But: it is
_not, ‘nor’ should it be,
especrally wrth régardito this
great” prayer. "This' kind:-of
llstemng lS acttvel par-
ticipation tn the prayer; no -
oneshouldtune out. l

Central to drawmg the
congregatton into this active

_ ‘praying of -the eucharistic
prayeér is ‘the style of.the,
 presider ‘who. prays .in thetr
‘. name. By “his style ‘and
"+ manner, and above -ali his -

Vites the community -into.’

-, " into one sacrifice of praise.
When the prestder prays‘ pr

Jvoice of the whole?{ ‘com-
mumty ‘making its sacrtf ice ..
of praise to: God. In ‘the "
- introductofy dtalegue of the

though the - prayer “weére
.addressing . them; nor is: it
“done by. being. easual ‘and
. mformal (which " often
_appears . careless) " The

congregatron is drawnwmto

prayer. when (1) - the
" eucharistic prayer is. the
_presider’s, own prayer “ffom
~“the bottom of his heart; ) *
) ) \_-'hepraysrtmaclearvorce
i Whe“ ‘the - - that i is {(3) at a reverent pace- -
‘pfesider _prays.- something  that -allows ~for -active -
like. “Father,i we

acknowledge your greatness,
.all your actions show your -

* (the: “congregation) |with-
‘himself . in “the. prayer he
- addresses_in thejr- name to’

. the .words, and (4) he un-

the. -congregation_listens' to- .
-those words ‘and in | the. .
“silerice of - their- hearts ﬁlls in -
- the _ways that’ the. prayer is;

“true_in each of their lrves .
Those’ ways‘are as numerous .
and unique as the persons in
the congregation, " but they.'
"are joined in-one unified |act

- of grateful worship to God,” to:pray-this prayer fully and
_which _comies- to verbal .. “well, But when this is done,
expressmn throughout &he : the eucharistic - . prayer
prayer in ~ wholéhearted - ‘becomes what itshould be: a:
prayer of thanltsgtvmg and
sanctification which “is the

sidentify himself with’ the
. grateful prayers: of -

_.faithful community of whtch
‘heisa memb'er. ’ .

: Fmally, it takes a great
_deal of dlsctphne, for both
congregation and presider,

"Thus ‘the faithful- affirm the o
“.words - of. the euchartstte

prayer as therr own words Lo enttreoelebratlon

l
B
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own prayerfulm, he in- .
: ‘prayer and orchestrates it _i

Thts is riot done.by lookmg AN S
the congregation: as - -

listening by those who hear. .|

*-derstands thaf he is iden- .. ;
tifying himself and must -

‘center and high’ point ol‘ the

© transce

?‘-,gerayer “has been slated at the -

_individual gtiidance in prayer:
. Reservat L

eat of it all the days of your “life; thoms and thtstles it shall ™

. brtngtt‘ th to you; and you shall eat the.plants of the field In-
", the’swedit of your- face you shall eat bread till. you retlirn.to -
i the gro nd, for out “of it you. were taken -

: The nd of- thts toil, of this struggle ofman wrth the earth
s deaﬁh ;“You are dust. and46 dust you shall return

) seem 1o express the awareness of bemg defenseless. and the
_sense of insecurity of- his bodily s$tructure before the

es of naturé, operating with inevitable determm,rsm
s;+in this overwhelmmg statément there is. implicit a
eosmtc shame,™in which the being created in “the -
.. image of Gi
it expr ‘himself precrsely when, at the beginning, of. his
historical “experiences-and. in.a’ manner so- explicit he -is -
_subjelc'@ to the- earth, particularly: in, the
dent eonstttutton represented precrsely by the bodx
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A weckend ‘of. Scripiural

-Center for. Spiritual . !
Renewal | June -20-22. The .
" program, |open- to -both ‘men -
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sfortheweekend‘
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: “Happy Father’s Day ees Day” :

The setting apart of a speclal day on’ which to honor-
Father| -i$ indéed appropriate The speeial church ser-
vices, his favonte dlnner wrth thefamily and - and course -

- the gifts!

"Alithi: attentlon sits very klndly on a father s heart and"
-says “thanks”in a'special way. -

But let's not stop there. We should honor our fathers -

.and our mothers - every day. Time is very- sfiort, and we. 3

s end 30-little of it with each other. Whether«we are near
or far, |we need to.make the extra effort to recognize what
-our-parents mean.to us -~ and-:let them know our feelings

now, while there is stiil the opportufity. - - -
We' join. with you in. wishing-all Fathers a very happy-
‘celebrz tlon of “their day.” |
‘Use orr lending iibrary, audig visual alds, and audio

cassettes ‘on- dying,. death, ' bereavement, and’ related.
jsub_jects Weareavaiiablelorgroupdiscussuons. . !
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