" missam and.
meniorale ° domrm, tmmensae cantatrs and llturgrcae in~

stnrctron was srgned by Pope Jolm Paul ll on Apnl l7.

Forward ’ )

. Followmg the letter that. Pope John Paul! ll addrcssedon Feb

" 24, 198010 the bishops-and, through.them,/to the priests, and in-
*. . which he again considered- the prlceless gift of - the holy
-eucharist, the Sacred Congregation for.the Sacraments and

. Divine worshtp is. eallmg to the bishops’ attentton certain norms

: eoncemmg ‘worship of: this great mystery

These indications-are not a summary of everythmg already
stated by the Holy. See in the documents ‘concerning: ‘the
“eucharist’ promulgated since ‘the Second Vatlwn Council- arid -
_stillin force, parttcularly in the missale romanum, the ritual de
sacra communione et de cultu ‘mysterii eucharistici extra
the. mstructrons - eucharisticum mystenum,

L staurattones T N —

. ‘This Sacred Congregatron notes with. great Joy the’ many
) posmve results of the-liturgical reform: 4 more active and

- conscious pafticipation by the faithful in the liturgical mysteries, -

doctrinal and ‘catechetical enrichment through: the use of thie
B vemacular and the wealth of readings from. the Bible, a growth
" in-the-community ‘sense.of hturgtcal 1ife and. suceessful efforts'to -

"..close the gap-between life and worship, between liturgical piety

. and wrthm the ltmtts latd down by the Holy See are to be used
To modify, the eucharistic prayers -approved by the church or to° P
. -adopt others prrvately oomposed i$ a most serious abuse ST

' and personal prety and between liturgy and popular piety. . *

But these encouragmg and ‘positive aspects mnnot suppress
“concern at_the varied and-frequent; abuses being reported from
. different parts of ‘the Catholic world: the confusion of roles, -

' . especially regarding; ‘the priestly ministry and the role of thelaity,

(mdrscnmmate shared reeitation of the .eucharistic ‘prayer,

Followmg is the text of an lnstructron |ssued by the Vatleln '
. départment concerned with sacraments and worship. The in: .

Pope .lohn Paul 1 eelehratesI a reeent open-au' Mass in
St. Peter () Square. ‘ B

It should be remembered that t eucharrstrc prayer must not .
-be overlaid with other prayers Of{SOngs. 'When proclaiming the -

t _iomilies given by lay people, lay people dlstrtbutmg communion “eucharistic prayer; the priest isto pronounce the text ciearly, so

- while priests refrain from-doing so); an_increasing_loss of the "
- sense-of the sacred (abandonment of lifurgical vestments, ‘thie :
eucharist celebrated outside church without real need, lack of -
- reverence and respect for the: blessed”sacrament, etc.);-misun-
derstandmg of. the ecclesial character of -the liturgy (the use of :

private texts, the- proliferation -of unapproved- ucharistic’: Jtturgy manifests in an ‘exceptional manner-the unity of- the.'

as to.miake it éasy for the faithful to’ understand it-and s0.as to-
foster. the formation of a.true assembly enttrely intent upon the
celebratlon of the memonal of the Lor

Concelebratton whlch has. been restored in the Westem

prayers; the manipulation of the liturgicat texts for social-and . . priesthood. Concelebrants must therefore pay -careful attention

political ends). In these cases we are.face to face with a real .
- falsification-of the Catholic ltturgy 'One who offers worshtp to.

‘to the signs that indicate that unity. For example, they arc tobe
present from the begmnmg of th celebratton, they are.to wear

" .God-onthe chirch’s behalf in away contrary to-that which is * the: prescnbed vestments, they are to occupy ‘the- place ap-.

laid-down by the ¢hurch with God-given- authonty and whtch is -

B customary |n the church i 1s gullty of falsrﬁcatlon

.None' of these thmgs can’ bnng good rresults The ‘con-,
“sequerices are — and-cannot fail to be — ‘the impairing of the .
. unity of faith and worship in the church, doctrinal uncertainty,
: scandal and bewilderment. among the people of God and'in the

N near tnevrtabthty of violent reactions,.” " | L
The farthful have a nght to a.true hturgy, whrch means the ‘must .be. made solely- of whea

hturgy desired. and laid down by the church, whrch has in fact

" - indicated where adaptations’ may. be made as .called for by -

~ pastoral-requirements: in- different- places or by different groups
of'people. Undue -experimentation, changes. and creativity-

bewilder the faithful. The use of unauthorized texts means a loss

i of the necéssary connection between. the 1éx orandi and: the lex
- credendi. The: Second: Vatican ‘Council’s admonmon in .this
) regard must be-remembered: “No person, eveii if he be:a priest,

" mdy-add, remove or change anything in the liturgy, on his own

. authority.”- And--Paul VI.of -venerable memory .staied that
2 “Anyone who takes advantage of .the reform ‘to .indulg€ in
" - arbifrary expenments *is wastmg energy and offendmg the
',ecclesralsense S -

~

The Mass N -;.

- [N . ;

) The two parts whtch i, asense go to- make up the mass, .
- namely the liturgy of the wb;d and the eucharistic liturgy, aré SO

closely connected that_they form but one smgle act of worship.
A person'should not-approach tlie table.of the bread of the Lord -
“without havmg first: been at the table of Hrs Word T

; Sacred Scripture is therefore of the- htghest rmportance in the
. celebration of mass. Consequently, there can be.no drsregardmg

‘propriaté to their ministry ‘as- concelebrants and ‘they -are to .
observe faithfully: the: other ndl'ms for the: seemly performance )

- ~ofthente . S

Matter of the euchanst Ear hful t0] Chnsts example the -

church has constantly. used bread and wine mixed-with water to

. celebrate: the Lord’s Supper.. ’[he[bread for the celebration of the

eucharist, in accordance with. thf tradition of. the-whole church,,
and, in.accordance with the
tradrtton proper. {o the I.atm chlil'ch it must be unleavened

' By reason ‘of the sign, . the matter of . the’ euchanstrc‘_'

celebratron “shiould appear as|actual food.” This is to be.un-
derstood-as linked: to the consistency of the-bread and not to.its -
form, which remains the. trad}tronal one. No.other’ mgredlents

-“are to beadded to the Wheatén flour.and water. The preparation .

- of thie ‘bread requirés. attentive: care to- insure that the product’
does not détract from the dignity due 1o the eucharistic bread,

. cair be broken in a-dignified way, does not give rise to excessive

" fragments-and does: notoffend the sensibilities of the faithful
when.they eat it The wine-for the eucharistic. celebration must

be of “the fruit of the- vine'l (Luke 22:18) and be natural.and .

genurne that is to say, | not mtxed with other substances ’

Euchanstrc commumon Commumon rs.a gift, of the Lord.

‘glven to- the faithful’ through the minister appointed- for this"

purpose.-It is not penmtted that the faithful should themselves .
pick_up the consecrated: bread and the sacred. chalice,,still less
“that they should hand them from oneto another . .3

The farthful whether hgtous or lay, who afe authonzed as
extraordtnary ministers - of the euchartst can distribute ¢om-

" regar

‘.,

pal conference of the individual regrons

meant for. ordinary use outside the sacred celebratrons, norare -

style )

o Be ore bemg used, chahces and patens must be. ble$sed by the

bish orbyapnest. R X

faithful areto be’ recommende

the celebration with a period of silen

stayt J'4 behmd t pray for a surtable trme,

the. hpturgtcal assémbly ‘these include readi
- “and proclaiming the:intentions. of- the- prayer ‘of the farthful
- Women are not, however, perrmtted toactas: altar Servers.

to masses transm‘itted by the ‘audiovisual media. Given .
‘their

quahl
- In]

y.
beobserved. ; SR
Em&wwpweﬁas ‘

_ Public and pnvate devotron to.thé holy euchanst outsrde
_ mass|also is highly recommended: for the presence of Christ;

who s adored by the faithfuliini the sacrament, derives from the .

.ree and. is drrected toward sacramental and spmtual

P

W en eucharltstrc devouons aré arranged -account should be
- taken of the. liturgical season so that. they. harmonize with the

Chn tran peopl toward it

prol nged or b

the

must not

R (¢ J
" Sacr
" the yE’Vord of «

prayer.” At the end of the adoratlon, a hymn:is sung and a
prayer chosen from among the many contamed in the Roman
- ritwal is. recrted orsung. ; :

. B
z

y from it in a Spot-in the.church which is very

pro ment t

" what'the church has laid down in-ordér-toensure that “in sacred: munion only when there s no priest, deacon or acolyte; when _ suitable. for ‘private prayer and for adoration by the farthful

. celebrations there: should-be a more ample, more vaned and
more-suitable reading . from sacred Scriptuire.” The norms-laid-

- the dtrecttves given for specia) occasions are 10 be observed. It
would be a,senous ‘abuse .to- replace thie word of God with the

. word of man, ne. matter who the author may be

Y

The readmg of the. Gospel passage is-reserved to the ordained .
. minister; namely. the deacon or the priest.. When possible; the
; other readings shouild be entrusted to a.reader-who has been
) institited as such or to- other. spiritually and.technically trained

- lay. people. The first readmg is followed by a responsorial psalm, .

whichisan. mtegral part of the llturgy of the word

The purpose of the homtly is to explam to: the farthful the,

Word of God proclaimed in the readings. and to apply its
‘message to the present. Accordmgly, the homrfy is to be.given.
4 by the priesi ¢ or the. deacon -

lt is reserved to’ the priest, by vrrtue of his- ordrnatron, to
. proclaim the euicharistic_prayer, which of its nature is the high .
- point of the whole-celebration. It is therefore an abuse to have
* . some parts of the eucharistic prayer said by the deacon, by a
_ lower minister- or by the faithful. On ‘the other hand, the -
- assembly does not remain passive and inert: it unites itself to.the
S pnest in faith-and silence and shows. its- concurreince by the

. various ‘interventions provided. ‘for in the course of the

.. eucharistic prayer: the. responses to the prefaee dialogue,, the .

-sanctus, the acclamation’ after. the consecration, and the. firal .
- amen after the per ipsum. The-per.ipsum itself is reserved to the
 priest. “Thisamen-. especially: should be- emphasized. by berng
- sung, smee it is\the most 1mportant in the whole mass. - :

- Only the euchansuc prayers rncluded inthe Koman missal. or
those that theApostolu;See hashy law admrtted in the manner

.)(r"'.t-:_ g .

the priest is'impeded by Iness or-advanced age or ‘when theg . L L
;" "Fhe taberna le»should be Solld unbreakable and not tran:

. down.in the lectionary concerning the number of readings, and. rhake.the celebration- of mass excessively: Iong Accordingly, a spa nt. The presence of the eucharist, is‘to- be .indicatéd-by &
le vegl orby some other suitable means lard down by the o

"fiumber of - thé faithful gomg to.communion s so large. as to.”

, Teprehensible attitude is ;shown by those priests who, though
- present at'the Celebration, réfrain from drstnbutmg communron
andleavethrstasktothelalty NI A

< 4

. The. church has always requrred from the farthful respectand '
h reverence for the euchan!st at. the moment ‘of reeetvmg it.

s

With. regard 10 the rnanner of gomg to communton, the. i E

fartht‘ul can receive it either kneeling or standing, in-accordance

with-the morms laid dovrn by the episcopal conference. “When ..
no other sign of reverence " J °

- toward the blessed. saerament is required, sifice kneeling is itself -

a sign of adoratlon When they receive. communion standing, it

- the faithful-communicate kneelmg,

s strongly recommended that; coming up in procession,- they
“should make a sign.of re
This should be done at th
of people going to and f

’,

commumon is not drsrupted .

- With regard to commumon under both kmds, the: norms laid "

down-by the church -must_be observed, both by reason of the
.reverence . due to t crament and. for the good of thiose
receiving the eucharlst
cumstances, ttmes and: places

'

" of permission for commumon ‘under both kinds is not™to be

~specified - precisély, t
clearly defined, well dtsrplmedA d homogenous o T

Specres Aecordmgly, hen: communion has”béen distribirted,

.

verence before receiving the.sacrament. -
he nght time and place so that the order

.'in accordarice - wrth varrattons in cir-
Eplscopal conferenees and ordmanes also are: not to g0
‘beyond what is laid down in the- present discipline: the- grantmg-
‘indiscriminate, and the ‘celebrations in question’ are-to- be
the groups. that use. this ‘faculty” are 10; be -
. Even after commuiion,. thie Lofd:remainis present under the
.- the. sacred pamcles remammg are to be consumed of taken by g

tabe
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matenal muist be noble, durable and in every case 1
’ 'ada ed to sacred use. In this sphere, Judgment belongs to the

3 _’cp :
y U -iS not to be made of srmple baskets or other recrptents o

vomen. can perrorm in-
the Watd of God

-noble “and duly - decorated-of in a chapel

¥ *[ i
immed tafely after commumon and'may not be kept Care must o
.- ‘e taken to consecrate only the amount of wine needed for

rcular respect and earé aré due tothe sacred veasels, both
ice-and paten for the celebration-of the eucharist and the * * .-
for: the commumon ‘of the faithful. The form of the .-

-

- the- cred.vessels to be of poor quahty orllackmg any arttsttc .

-not 1o omrt to make a

proper thanksgiving aft’er communlon They may do this dufing -
, with a hymn, psalm or ;
other| song of praise or also after the b bratron, if possrble by 7

jPaéueular vigilance and special care are recommended. wrth 0

ery wrde drffusron therr eelebratton must be of exemplary L

the case of celebratrons that are held in pnvate houses, the -~ i
nor;;]sseof the mstructlonactto pastoralrs of 15 May l969 aré to .

liturgy; draw i sprratron from it rn some, way and lead the

Wth regard| to exposrtron of the holy euchanst, erther
f, and with fegard to.processions of the: blessed ~
sacrament, eucharistic congresses and the: whole: orderrng of
eucharistic piety, the pastoral indications and dtrectlves grven in-

forgotten that 46efore the blessmg wrth the ) 'A B
ment,:an appropriate time should be devgied to rcadmgs of
od, to songs and prayers and to some. _silent

in whreh the: euchanst is. kept can be loeated' a
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