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Karl Rahner ]

-

o tradition cf-our Church,”

No Theological Reason
For No Female Altar Servers
But Issue Is Secondary

By- Edythe Westenhaver
ReligiomNews Se‘rvice

New York — Karl Rahner
says lie sees no theologml
_reason. why girls can’t be
servers.at Mass, but he thinks
~ the. .question, like that of the

- ordmatton of women, is of

- secondary importance for the
Catholrc Church today .

P surpnsed he sald of

the Testated prolubmon of .-
» altar girls in the Vatican’s new.

“rio, nonsense” . decree on the
hturgy “Ifit wasaquestron of
servers bemg future deacans
. and” priests, it ‘might be.dif-
" ferent. .But the servers

. répresent all of the people of .

‘God- and -
females

, The - famed German

theologran, ‘who was here to

receive an: honorary doctorate”
- from - Fordham University;-

descnbed the liturgy decree as.

“4. dictionary of norms . that -
-has nothing ‘opposed to™ the

reforms. previously approved_
by the Vatrwn ;

thrs _mcludes

Father Rahner alsoé)
repeated prevrous ‘statements:

that ‘he sees: no . theologreal’ jA
"he said; is to proclaim the

reasons agamst the ordination

" of women but that hé does not -

think " it could. ‘happen for
another 2067 30 years. .

Sirice’ the Vatican only
permits major changes to be
‘made on.a workl basis,. the
gitestion ‘will wait until -the’
status of women has improved
throughout the world, Father
Rahner predrcted However,
he thinks _greater diversity
among Catholics "in différent’ -
countries should be. allowed, -
and expresséd disappointiment
that the bisheps;. for example, '

. 'those ' in Germany,.are not -

more forceful 'in demanding, -
greater - plurahsm from - the
Vatrean .

Father Rahner sald he had
writtefi “a_very polite- article™
two 'years ago. dtsagreemg
with doctrinal congregation’s’
statement that ordination of

_women_ was* impossible. He. -

also- said - he, believes - the
Vatican fears ‘Wwomen priests
would lead to’ women btshops

‘and evend woman pope.

“Practrmlly speakmg, that 5 .

-impossible;” - the Jesuit ‘said, *

“but in principle, .a church

. which.-pays so-much honor to
. Mary, the -Mother of God,
- should * be; able t_o “accept.

women-btshops

about women’s. roles, Father

Rahner says he thinks that lay

people and the: pressare

too much attention to-this and
r “secondary” questions

and not concentrating on the

. real problems of Christianity
today, “problems such as how .
. do 'we show the existence “of

God, where do we get our
-hopein everlasting -life; how

Continwed from Page 1.

resrdents {0 store grain msed

ﬂor use -during the year.
“ather Hoffman xplained

do we explain that Jesus -7

Christ is the soni of God?"

At 76, Father Rahner is Sa

forceful and-“witty in con-
versation. Probably the 20th
century’s.most respécted and
tnost prolific theologran, he is
retired - -from:
teachrngand lives at-the Jesuit:
college in Munich but travels -
frequently — he: came here

‘from Budapest
Drscuss changes in: the
hturgy, Father Rahner

" recalled: that before Vatican

Councrl II, he was forbidder

* fo write about coriceleébration.

Ten years later, at a private -
- audience with Pope Paul VI,

“he mentroned this:and added
" that?-

‘the’ .pope was now-
concelebrattng freguently

The pope Izughed, he '
. and quoted to. him- from- the

* “Book of Ecclesiastes, “There is.
a, timé for every purpose
_under heaven.” -

" Fathet - Rahrier . said e

“believes Catholics  of - both
 Iefuist and rightist views; ¢IT in

"behevmg all” change in the

A btshops chief: functron, .

gospel, adding, -“I find it’
difficult to understand how |

- .women:can now be named °

- doctors of the church (as: Pope

“The status of women rn
the church . is -always . con-
ditioned by the role of ‘women:
. in- coritermnporary -society.: Inr -
Germany, »women: have not

ke . yetbeguutoplayamajorrole
. 1n : politics or ‘other publtc

spheres, he sard

- Avila) and. then be denied the

- -"; _:en

Paul VI did with Si. Catherine.
of Siena, and St. Teresa of-.

office’ which . is. primarily. .
responsrble for such
proclamatton -

- Catholic ‘Church’ has " to- be
mrtrated in Rome R
“A look at church hlstory
shows ‘this is' a false- con-
ception,” *he " said- “A great
part of the life-of thé church™
— for example, the doctrine

- of  transubstantidtion . or

devotron to:the Sacred Heart
developed > among - the

. people and’ theolograns fong

~ "before- ‘they were ofﬁcrally

Though he is oonoemed

;Great Sadness

» The Rochester Regronal 4
Task Force on: “Women in the .

" Chuich - (RRTF); last week
::rssued a statement ‘expressing -

“great ‘sadness™ over “the

drastic’ separation- of the.:

clergy from the laity™ made in
‘the ‘recent declaratron from-

_ the Vatican on abuses in .
- drvrne worship.

“It Ha$ been ‘the -constant
‘the

statetneiit reads, “tobelieve

© .| and proclaim that the. péople
of God together :with the

t Your Parish =

" ‘St. Charles, Greece

A Vacation Bible School
wrll begin at St. Charles -
Borromeo parish on- July 28 -
August 1, Mondays" through

P Fndaysat9 15am.

The -Bible - School' " is for‘
chrldren three y&rs old’ to

St. ‘Margaret Mary, lrondequott

The Altar-Rosary Soclety
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- fpublrcatron -

clergy are the Church Yet
‘the-.document sets the clergy
over the: lalty “In  the.
document it. is the hiérarchy
_of the. Church who detérmines
what is beneficial for the laity *
without - consultmgl
without’ taking .. mto -con-
"srderatron the nwds the
- concerns-of the farthful which
‘haye found expressron in-such _

- practices, as_distribution of

commtfhion by the lalty even-.
- when ‘there are. enough or
- dained ministers present

sixth grade;-and- features brble
lessons; - crafts, music - and
refreshments, S
~Those interested. .
program ' 1nay contact. the
-rectory, 663-3230 from 9a.m.:
-4p.m. onweekdays

at St Margaret Mary’s pansh'
. has slated. its annual garage

1 " sale for Friday, June 13 and _
' _»,Saturday, June 14 in the
" rectory garage. A ‘baked food -

. sale will also. take place at Stg

Margaret Mary’s on  that -
- Friday. - Proceeds from the

sales will bé used for the.altar -
, V-(flowers linen and cleanmg)

':‘Deadlme

The deedlrne for submrtttng

- news to the Couriér-Journal is-

- nioon: on. Thursday preceding’

‘them,~ .

in’. the

reoogmzed.

"*'!:,press

Also scored by the RRTF
.statement are attempts m
this document to ‘do. away

-with women altar servers,”

and . the -prohibition, on lay
preachmg . : _3

" “RRTE deeply fegieis the :

'theologrcal understandings
and norms. coritained 'in this.

Vatican documerit. At.a time..|-
"when the- Church is called to.
minister in a broken and
. ~ confused worid,

.such a
. document clearly undermmes )

“the . prophetic’ role of the
;Church by attemptrng to [ |

diminish the  ‘full; conscious .

and actrve ‘participation’ of the:.

larty ¥ the statement says

CYO Swunmmg

- The Catholrc
Orgamzatron (CYO) will once
again--offer -its summer swim
program. for. children aged 3-

14: years ‘old.- The- program |- ;

Yes,| l'll jom the Holy Father in
Enclosed i my sacrrfrce of: -

teaches. basic swimming.. skllls-
: through advanced. levels.

lookmg for people who ow

in-ground pools'to donate the| '}

pool’s - use. for the: program;
.-According
spokesperson, pools will only

be . used. for . short .periods

rrrrr

. durtng the week and always. at :-' f

. A’by famrly or fnends il R
Those mterested in

Is. may con ct
CYG 454 2030

ow

university -

Youth ;

The CYO. is currentl 5}

40" ;a.- CYO[

- swim program or. those ‘who| - *
- would like to donae the use.of|
the followmg Wednesdays ~ their:

son; stter Mary Lou

F\ugust| ‘Father _ Carmelo,

Macuspana, Mexico, will visit
Rochester ‘and work wrth

JSCC F

Waslnngton @®NS) - U, S

-ihave urged Presrdent Carter
to take! action” to' enable “the

. {Haitian -boat _refugees .- to
care and social sefvices.

OoP, .
senerall

taryofthe

- Isaid that without such ald the

massrve influx of refugees will - for
nnpose an “rntolerable s burden -
on the communrttes m whrch _ Asi

ithey: settle.,

| nl his concern

: for the victims of
leproey, wluehstill
claims 15 million
people TODAY!
. ere Christ, the- .
i Holy Father—and .
wrth him, the Church -
- reaches outto those
sufferrng fromthis .-
drshgurmg disease.
‘In some parts of the .
world only.dedicated
Srsters, Brothers and
prrests offer medical ..
.carel love.and service
to these. unfortunates .’
who, .eventoday, are . -
strgmatrzed as out
i casts.

Mary . | Thomp_son,' \ Paul"“

ily 2 -and return ‘July 38 In. -
pastor of St. Isidro parish in

leaders| - of ~ the * Hispanic 1
|Cathoic ‘Conferénce officials-

‘receive, govemment ‘medical

Bishop “ Thomas “C. Kelly, . f, A
“the  Rochester-born “hav

Currently 'the refugees are
. not ehgrhle for Medtcard artt'dl

- - Bishop| - Garcia ~ v:srted
Rochss 1 at the invitation o

they have mt; n
efugee | status, said

" McCarthy,. dlrector ;

. migration and - fuyesf he'
.{more-than 85,000 Cuban and m ‘ B o

e é?’

The(‘ubans and Hathans

apprecrauon of Rochester He .

bond” betweén: the peoplé of
.Tdbasco and.. Rochester

there T

- rel‘ugees but the gov«:mment

rsnotcarrymgrtsshareofthe

burden i .l
" He sard it costs an average

s 'of Sl 100 10 prOperly relocate
TCone> zefugee

YOltmtary .
. .agencics ‘receive government :
" resettlement gt'anis of $500
' for - each’ Southeast/ - Asian.
refugee, but they are receiving
.- nothing éxcept adnumstratrve '
- costs for . Cubans and
"Haitians. .

Confererlce offrcr'als o
-estimated théy will probably . °

* Tandie the relocation'of 70 " .|

percent of " the ‘Cuban and *
themCathohcs

Yet, for a mere $10 00, enough medtcatton can be provnded to cure one person
afﬂrcted with this ancient scotirge.” |*
Please join the Holy Father in his
mlssron-ard society; the Society Iort
Mission work around the world; (If n
than one vrctrm of leprosy)

concem. Send your sacnhce to his own
he Propagation of the Faith, which supports
U have been unusually blessed please help more

hts coneern for the victima of leprosy. _
100 IZl 50 D‘szom ssu Other s.._. "
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dunng hts'visit‘ he' was im- _~ B
prcssed “with~ -the.. peoples

. said that there is-“a common = " .}

- through the ‘work bemg done o :

Haitian - refugees, -miost of S
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